FOREWORD and ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
EDITION 5 OF THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE BUILDING CODE
FOREWORD

The Fifth Edition of the Massachusetts State Building Code has been revised from
the Fourth Edition to make it as close to the BOCA National Model, both in Article
and sub-Article numbering and in technical content. In several instances, BOCA
could not be followed for a number of reasons, including:

- Requirements of Massachusetts General Laws (MGL)

- BBRS changes to meet specific needs of the Commonwealth

- Specialized Massachusetts Codes under the Control of Separate
Independent Boards

The following Articles, in their entirety, are non-BOCA:
Article 1 - Administration
Article 10 - Fire Protection Systems
Article 11 - Structural Loads
Article 12 - Foundation Systems and Retaining Walls
Article 27 - Electrical Wiring and Equipment
Article 28 - Plumbing and Gasfitting
Article 31 - Energy Conservation
Article 32 - Repair, Alteration and Change of Use of Existing Buildings

Article 33 - Manufactured Buildings, Building Components and Mobile Homes
Fo\so

Article 34 - One and Two Family Dwelling Code (available as a separate . OL«T

document from the State Bookstore; mot included in thiscode,)

In the remaining Articles, BBRS changes are presented in bold-faced type.
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NOTE

The Fifth Edition becomes effective September 14, 1990, and will remain effectjve
concurrently with the Fourth Edition, which is to be valid until February 28, 1991.

In foliowing the BOCA National Building Code format, the Fifth Edition does not
include either the One and Two- Family Dwelling Code provisions (Article 21 in the
Fourth Edition) or the various Rules and Regulations (Appendix Q in the Fourth
Edition). Both documents will be available as separate publications from the State
Bookstore, Room 116, State House, Boston, MA 02133 (Tel: (617) 727-2834).

One and Two-Family Dwelling Code: Now identified separately and in the Fifth
Edition as Article 34, includes Article 1 (Administration and Enforcement) of the
Fifth Edition and Article 21 of the Fourth Edition. The Fourth Edition version of
Article 21 will remain in effect until such time as it has been updated, using the 1989
edition of the CABO One and Two- Family Dwelling Code as a base.

Rules and Regulations of thé Board of Building Regulations and Standards: Now
identified as 780 CMR 1 through 4, may be purchased as a "package” or separately
from the State Book Store. These four regulations which were contained in
Appendix Q of the Fourth Edition wil] remain in effect until updated.

Guide to the Fifth Edition of the Massachusetts State Building Code: This guide was
developed to assist code users and is available from the State Bookstore. It includes
an Article No. Cross-Index from the Fourth Edition to the Fifth Edition, and a
Summary of Major Changes made in the Fifth Edition relative to the Fourth Edition.
Note: One copy will be given to purchasers of the Basic Code at no extra charge.

These codes are subject to change by amendment. These amendments are effective
when published in the bi-weekly MASSACHUSETTS REGISTER unless otherwise
stated by the promulgating agency.( A
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A substantial portion of this Code has been copied from the BOCA
National Building Code/1987, Tenth Edition, Copyright, 1986, Building
Officials and Code Administrators, Intemmational, Inc., All rights reserved.
For further information write BOCA Intermational, Inc., 405] West
Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, Hlinois, 6047-5795.
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BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

MEMBERS - BOARD OF BUILDING REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

Kentaro Tsutsumi, Chairman
Registered Professional Engineer
(Structural)

Joseph J. Cellucci
Inspector of Buildings (City)

Thomas E. Donovan
Building Contractor of One or Two
Family Homes

John E. Grover
Inspector of Buildings (Town)

William P. Kramer
Registered Professional Engineer
(Mechanical)

Douglas Cole Smith
Registered Architect

Stanley S. Shuman, Vice Chairman
General Contractor of Commercial/
Industrial Buildings

Charles J. Dinezio
Chief of Division of Inspections
Ex Officio Member

Leo J. Purcell
Building Trades

James M. Hallisey
Head of Local Fire Department

Joseph A. O’Keefe
State Fire Marshal
Ex-Officio Member

STAFF

Charles J. Dinezio, Administrator
Robert A. Anderson
William C. Plouffe
Thomas M. Riley
Pauline E. Stanton
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FIVE STANDING ADVISORY BOARDS/COMMITTEES

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS SAFETY BOARD (CMSB)

Kentaro Tsutsumi, Chairman Francis Harvey, P.E., R.A.
College of Engineering Harvey & Tracy

Tufts University

Charles A.J. Theodore, P.E. Ara Shrestinian, P.E.
Hometech Consulting Group Vice President

The Thompson & Lichtner Co., Inc.

Terrence Johnston Sanford Kaplan
Laboratory Supervisor Sanford Construction Company
Testing Laboratory
Metropolitan District Commission ~ Charles Dinezio
BBRS Member

FIRE PREVENTION-FIRE PROTECTION BOARD (FP-FP)

John M. Murphy, Chairman Walter Adams

Consultant, Int’l. Municipal Registered Architect

Signalmen’s Assoc. Representative

Lt. Michael P. Akstin Joseph C. Celluci

Mass Fire Prevention Assoc. BBRS Member

Representative

Chief James W. Clarke Harold Cutler

Mass. Fire Chiefs Assoc. Fire Protection Engineer
Representative

Chief William V. Dolan David J. Goggin

Mass, Fire Chiefs Assoc. Mass. Fire Prevention Assoc. Representative
Representative

Thomas McNicholas Joseph O’Keefe

Building Official State Fire Marshall

Carlisle V. Smith Commissioner Leo Stapleton

Mass. Board of Fire Prevention Mass. Fire Chiefs Assoc. Regulations
Regulations

John Grover
BBRS Member
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SEISMIC ADVISORY COMMIL IEE

Norton S. Remmer, Chairman
Consulting Engineers

Dr. John T. Christian
Stone & Webster Engineering Corp.

David O. Knuttunen, P.E.
LeMessurier Consultants

Francis D. Leathers
Geotechnical Engineers, Inc.

Nicholas Mariani
Charles T. Main, Inc.

Maurice A. Reidy, Jr.
Maurice A. Reidy Engineers

Professor Kentaro Tsutsumi
BBRS Member

Professor Robert V. Whitman
Massachusetts Institue of Technology

Kenneth B. Wiesner
LeMessurier Consultants

Joseph J. Zona
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, Inc.

Professor William A. Nash
University of Massachusetts

Dr. Cetin Soydemir
Haley & Aldrich, Inc.

LOADS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Dr. Frank J. Heger, P.E., Chairman
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, Inc.

Rubin M. Zallen, P.E.
Consulting Engineer

Hans William Hagen, P.E., Chairman

LeMessurier Associates/SCI
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Arthur L. Brown, Jr., P.E.
Brown & Rona, Inc.

Stanley Shuman,P.E.
BBRS Member
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GEOTECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Edmund G. Johnson, Chairman Peter K. Taylor, Vice Chairman
Haley & Aldrich, Inc. Stone & Webster Engineering Corp.
Robert E. McPhalil David Shields

McPhail Associates, Inc. Geotechnical Engineers, Inc.

Mr. P.A. O’Neill Dr. Richard M. Simon

New England Foundation Co., Inc.  Goldberg-Zoino & Assoc., Inc.

Asaf A. Qazilbash Richard P. Weber

Asaf A. Qazilbash Associates Kupferman & Weber, Inc.
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