CHAPTER 21 - HYDRONIC PIPING - AMENDMENTS

The ninth edition building code became first effective on October 20, 2017 and, with a shortened
concurrency period, the new code came into full force and effect on January 1, 2018.

The new, ninth editioncode is based on modified versions of the following 2015
International Codes as published by the International Code Council (ICC).

The International Building Code (IBC);

International Residential Code (IRC);

International Existing Building Code (IEBC);
International Mechanical Code (IMC);

International Energy Conservation Code (IECC);
International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC);
Portions of the International Fire Code (IFC).

Massachusetts amends these code fairly significantly to accommodate for unique issues in the
commonwealth. This package of amendments revises the IRC only. Please see base code
amendments for changes to other listed codes that comprise the ninth edition.

Please remember that the Massachusetts amendments posted on-line are unofficial versions
and are meant for convenience only. Official versions of the Massachusetts amendments may
be purchased from the State House Bookstore @ Shop the Bookstore and any of the I-Codes
may be purchased from the International Code Council (ICC) @ iccsafe.org.

Additionally, the ICC publishes transition documents that identify changes from the 2009 to the
2015 I-Codes for those who may have interest.

¢ International Building Code (IBC) Transition
¢ International Residential Code (IRC) Transition.

Note: The residential code is part of the overall building code, which is referred to as 780 CMR. It is
considered to be Chapter 51 in the overall code, which is why you will see reference to 780 CMR Chapter
51 in the amendments. The residential code is applicable to detached one- and two-family dwellings,
multiple-family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories in height above the grade plane an\or
their accessory structures not more than three stories in height above grade. See the base code for other

building types.



780 CMR: STATE BOARD OF BUILDING REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS

51.00: continued

M1601.4.6 Revise the first paragraph of the subsection as follows:

M1601.4.6 Duct Insulation. Duct insulation shall be installed in accordance with the
following requirements and the requirements of Chapter 11 of 780 CMR 51.00. Where
conflict exists between the requirements of this section and Chapter 11 of 780 CMR 51.00,
the requirements set forth in Chapter 11 of 780 CMR 51.00 shall govern.

Chapter 17: COMBUSTION AIR

M1701.1 Revise the section as follows:

M1701.1 Scope. Solid fuel-burning appliances shall be provided with combustion air in
accordance with the appliance manufacturer’s installation instructions. Oil-fired appliances shall
be provided with combustion air in accordance with 527 CMR: Board of Fire Prevention
Regulations. The methods of providing combustion air in this chapter do not apply to fireplaces,
fireplace stoves and direct vent appliances. The requirements for combustion and dilution air
for gas-fired appliances shall be in accordance with Chapter 24 of 780 CMR 51.00.

Chapter 18: CHIMNEY AND VENTS

M1801.1 Delete the last sentence in the paragraph.
M1801.11 Delete the exception to requirement 1.
M1801.12 Add the following exception to the subsection:

Exception: Unless common connection is allowed by 248 CMR: Board of State Examiners
of Plumbers and Gas Fitters or 527 CMR: Board of Fire Prevention Regulations. If
allowed, the common flue shall be of such size to serve all appliances connected if such
appliances were operated simultaneously. Note that 248 CMR and 527 CMR are enforced
by gas inspectors and the heads of fire departments, respectively.

Chapter 19: SPECIAL APPLIANCES, EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS (no amendments)
Chapter 20: BOILERS AND WATER HEATERS (no amendments)
Chapter 21: HYDRONIC PIPING

M2101.3 Revise the subsection as follows:

M2101.3 Protection of Potable Water. The potable water system shall be protected from
backflow in accordance with the provisions of the Department of Environmental Protection
and/or the local water purveyor, as applicable.

Chapter 22: SPECIAL PIPING AND STORAGE SYSTEMS

Delete all sections of CHAPTER 22 and replace with the following:

M2201 SPECIAL PIPING AND STORAGE SYSTEMS. Special laws, regulations, or both include
requirements for oil tanks, piping, fittings, connections, installation, and oil pumps and valves. Refer to
M.G.L. c. 148, § 13, M.G.L. ¢. 148, § 37, 527 CMR: Board of Fire Prevention Regulations, 522 CMR:
Board of Boiler Rules, and EPA regulations. See also 780 CMR 51.00 for tank structural design.

Chapter 23: SOLAR THERMAL ENERGY SYSTEMS

M2301.1 Add two notes to the end of the section as follows:

NOTES:
1. Additional requirements for boilers and other pressure vessels may be found in
M.G.L. c. 146 and 522 CMR: Board of Boiler Rules, as applicable.
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