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Diana Richardson President & CEO

1 General Street
Lawrence, MA 01841 978-683-4000


VIA EMAIL
Stephen Davis, Director
Division of Health Care Facility Licensure and Certification Bureau of Health Care Safety and Quality
Department of Public Health 67 Forest Street
Marlborough, MA 01752

Re:   Merrimack Health Methuen Hospital and Merrimack Health Haverhill Hospital –
90 Day Notice of Closure of Maternity Services and Out-of-Operation Pediatric Beds Dear Mr. Davis:
As you know, Lawrence General Hospital (“LGH”) and its subsidiary LG NewCorp, Inc. (“LGN”) are newly organized under a new brand “Merrimack Health” to operate hospitals in the Eastern Merrimack Valley. We write on behalf of LG NewCorp, Inc.(“LGN”) as the licensed owner of Merrimack Health Methuen Hospital and Merrimack Health Haverhill Hospital (collectively the “Hospitals”) with respect to its campuses located at 70 East Street, Methuen, MA 01844 (the “Methuen campus”) and 140 Lincoln Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 (the “Haverhill campus”). Pursuant to 105 CMR 130.122(B), the Hospitals hereby provide ninety (90) day notice to the Department of Public Health (“Department”) of the decision to discontinue the maternity and neonatology services at the Methuen campus. At the same time, LGN intends to close the seven pediatric beds at the Haverhill campus that were not operational at the time that LGN acquired the Hospitals but had not been removed from Haverhill’s license.
The Methuen campus’ facilities for maternity and neonatology services (“maternity services”) consist of 24 obstetric beds, 28 well infant nursery bassinets, and 10 special care nursery bassinets. The closure of these maternity services will not leave patients without alternative maternity service providers as LGH has the capacity to serve the patients currently receiving care at the Methuen campus. With respect to removing the seven pediatric beds from the Haverhill campus license, they were placed “out of service” by the previous owner of the Haverhill facility and have not been operational during LGN’s ownership.

In compliance with applicable requirements at 105 CMR 130.122(B), the Hospital provides this written notice of the planned discontinuance of the maternity services at the Methuen campus and the pediatric beds at the Haverhill campus. The following information regarding the discontinuation is hereby provided for your review:

1. Current and historical utilization rates (volume) for each of the services (Calendar Year YTD and last full Calendar Year).
Table 1: Methuen Maternity Services
	Service
	CY 2025
	CY YTD (through March 2026)

	Maternity Discharges
	867
	153

	Maternity ADC
	6.3
	4.63

	Special Care Nursery Discharges
	59
	17

	Special Care Nursery ADC
	1.79
	1.2



Table 2: Haverhill Pediatric Beds
	Service
	CY 2025
	CY YTD (through March 2026)

	Pediatric Discharges
	0
	0

	Pediatric ADC
	0
	0



2. A description of the anticipated impact on individuals in the Hospitals’ service area following the closure of the services.
LGN does not anticipate a significant negative impact to patients in the Methuen service area from closure of the maternity services due to the small number of patients who utilize the services and an ongoing decrease in usage. This number of patients who may need these services can be accommodated at nearby LGH. LGH is located less than two miles driving distance from the Methuen campus, a trip that takes approximately 10 minutes in heavy traffic. LGH’s maternity service has 33 maternity beds, 31 well baby infant bassinets, and 10 specialty care bassinets. The average daily census (ADC) for maternity beds at LGH in the most recent quarter was 9.01 and the ADC for the special care nursery was 3.16, demonstrating that LGH has the capacity to care for all the patients currently receiving care at the Methuen campus. Further, since LGH and LGN are both in the same healthcare system, Merrimack Health can take steps to ensure a smooth transition of care to LGH.

The Haverhill campus’ pediatric beds have been closed for several years and have not been utilized during the current ownership by LGN. We do not anticipate any negative impact to the residents of the community as there have not been any patients utilizing this service.
3. Date for the closure of the Services.
On or about August 1, 2026.
4. Names and addresses of any organized health care coalitions and community groups known to the Hospital when the notice is issued to DPH that would have an interest in the closure of the Services.
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WICC of Methuen

Greater Lawrence Family Health Center

5. A detailed account of any community engagement and planning which has
occurred prior to ﬁling notice of the closure of the Services.
LGN made the decision to close maternity services at Methuen after careful consultation with stakeholders in the community. The Eastern Merrimack Valley Work Group (“Work Group”) was formed following LGH’s acquisition of the Hospitals to help assess the region’s health care needs. It was charged with creating a roadmap for regional healthcare transformation that, among other goals, creates a system that (1) meets the community’s healthcare needs, (2) focuses on safe, high-quality, accessible, and value-based care and (3) is financially viable. The decision to close the maternity services at the Methuen campus was based in large part on the guidance offered by the Work Group.

In addition, at the time of our initial announcement regarding closure of the services, we reached out to the local community and public officials. We have also had discussions with our Board of Trustees, whose constituency represents the community and the diverse backgrounds within the community. We have had ongoing discussion with our medical staff at LGH and LGN through the clinical leadership structure.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
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cc:	T. Smith, DPH
W. Mackie, Esq., DPH
S. Carlson, DPH
J. Gagne, DPH
Health Policy Commission Office of the Attorney General
Center for Health Information and Analysis
Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development
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