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On April 26, 1991, the Departnent of Public Wilities
("Departnent™), on its own notion, issued a proposed procedural
schedule in the matter of the investigation into the limtation
of liability provisions in the tariff of New Engl and Tel ephone
and Tel egraph ("NET" or "Conpany”). The issue of limtation of
liability was severed fromD.P.U 91-30, which was the
Departnent’'s investigation into the propriety of the rates filed
by the Conpany in its First Transitional Filing in accordance
with the Departnent's Oder in DP.U 89-300. Al parties and
intervenors who participated in the First Transitional Filing
were accorded the same status in this investigation which was
docketed as D. P. U 91-30-LL.

Pursuant to notice duly issued, the Departnent held a
hearing on July 8, 1991. The Conpany sponsored the testinony of
Philip J. Wod, Drector, Regulatory, External Affairs. No
intervenors filed testinony with the Departnent.

The evidentiary record consists of the Conpany's 58 exhibits
and four responses to record requests. The Conpany filed briefs
and MJ filed a letter inlieu of a brief. Inits letter MJ
fully supports the position of the Conpany that retention of the
Conpany's current tariff provisions regarding limtation of
l[iability is sound public policy. NET, inits brief, requests
that the Departnent affirmthe continued applicability of the

Conpany's limted liability provisions.
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The Departnent's goal was to investigate the limtation of
liability sections in NET's tariffs and to determ ne whet her any
changes to those provisions shoul d be consi dered and whet her
t hose provisions, or changes thereto, should be applied uniformy
to other carriers.

Wil e the Departnent sought broad participation in this
proceedi ng from consumer groups, users, the Attorney CGeneral, and
others, no intervenors filed testinony with the Departnent. The
only testinmony filed was that of the Conpany whi ch supports the
retention of its tariff provisions regarding limtation of
liability. Therefore, the record does not support a finding that
any alteration in the limtation of liability provisions
contained in the Conpany's tariff would be in the public
i nterest.

Accordingly, after due notice and consideration, it is

ORDERED: That the investigation into the limtation of
liability provisions of New Engl and Tel ephone and Tel egraph
Conpany is hereby cl osed wi thout any change to New Engl and
Tel ephone and Tel egraph Conpany's tariffs.

By O der of the Departnent

Kennet h Gordon, Chairnan

Bar bar a Kat es- Gar ni ck, Conm ssi oner
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Mary d ark Webster, Comm ssi oner



