
 

Commission on the Status of Persons with Disabilities  

Disability Employment Subcommittee Meeting  
Meeting Agenda  

  

Date of Meeting: Monday, November 13, 2023  

Time: 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM  

Virtual: Zoom Link 

 

This is a meeting of the Disability Employment Subcommittee of the permanent 

Commission on the Status of Persons with Disabilities. This subcommittee will 

collect data and analyze initiatives that increase employment opportunities for 

individuals with disabilities in private employment and in state government.  

 

Agenda 

1. Welcome, Roll Call, and Introductions 

  

2. Inspirational Quote provided by Carl Richardson: “Just because a man lacks 

the use of his eyes doesn’t mean he lacks vision” by Stevie Wonder. 

 

3. The Plan of MA and RI Presentation: “Introduction to Government Benefits 

and Special Needs Trusts” by Joan McGrath, Executive Director and Kathy 

Vitello, Director of Operations 

 

4. Review Boston Globe editorial and the Association for Autism and 

Neurodiversity blog post: 

• Don't make it impossible for people with disabilities to save money.  

• Looking Both Ways: Standing at the Intersection of Race & 

Disability.   

 

5. Debrief on the National Disability Employment Awareness Month 

Commission’s panels  

 

6. Review FY24 goals and establish next steps. 

• Update on Action Items from August subcommittee meeting 

1. MA as a Model Employer 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/86274579580__;!!CPANwP4y!X7SmpkOMrcyXLdSbHOu1eUai0LLGO2JFzfx-v-xWn5GUct8V48yQrwnxhVzgpRNWj2icCNlsUY6sRjVezMwZjbEW_KqrU3vMYPch39eHtw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.bostonglobe.com*2F2023*2F08*2F06*2Fopinion*2Fssi-benefits-asset-limit*2F&data=05*7C01*7Ckathy.petkauskos*40umassmed.edu*7Cd5a498ae1c124ba67a0508dbb5201722*7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e*7C0*7C0*7C638302922302005304*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=92cEZpLb1Y3QQ4F2kzuBDh9JzNXw6KbAhX2T5wRVKvA*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!CPANwP4y!VsD4kW6JSScz7UntLOP00ghCLBgwg-Zewl8y-iCP1GaxGm8sNAW6Q4Vcs1mSkR91PKepu_Fy-RU4kmtjGQJ_L_zLAiovJM4SZUWhG1Oz$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Faane.org*2Fautism-info-faqs*2Flibrary*2Flooking-both-ways-standing-at-the-intersection-of-race-disability*2F*3Ffbclid*3DIwAR1uYY4UP4eANsnSdq0SlbPt9MQgd_IAYukLpkbngwXiiPTBvfAuLWcvS2U&data=05*7C01*7Ckathy.petkauskos*40umassmed.edu*7Cd5a498ae1c124ba67a0508dbb5201722*7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e*7C0*7C0*7C638302922302005304*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=r09xb3ATmRQLvHogmMOsTBP0i2BFpbhdgToPnoqc0qk*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!CPANwP4y!VsD4kW6JSScz7UntLOP00ghCLBgwg-Zewl8y-iCP1GaxGm8sNAW6Q4Vcs1mSkR91PKepu_Fy-RU4kmtjGQJ_L_zLAiovJM4SZUrbZucu$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Faane.org*2Fautism-info-faqs*2Flibrary*2Flooking-both-ways-standing-at-the-intersection-of-race-disability*2F*3Ffbclid*3DIwAR1uYY4UP4eANsnSdq0SlbPt9MQgd_IAYukLpkbngwXiiPTBvfAuLWcvS2U&data=05*7C01*7Ckathy.petkauskos*40umassmed.edu*7Cd5a498ae1c124ba67a0508dbb5201722*7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e*7C0*7C0*7C638302922302005304*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=r09xb3ATmRQLvHogmMOsTBP0i2BFpbhdgToPnoqc0qk*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!CPANwP4y!VsD4kW6JSScz7UntLOP00ghCLBgwg-Zewl8y-iCP1GaxGm8sNAW6Q4Vcs1mSkR91PKepu_Fy-RU4kmtjGQJ_L_zLAiovJM4SZUrbZucu$
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/national-disability-employment-awareness-month-event-series-schedule-registration-links-and-recordings
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/national-disability-employment-awareness-month-event-series-schedule-registration-links-and-recordings


2. Supplier Diversity Office 

 

7. Adjournment  

Meeting information:  

• Meeting will be held virtually via Zoom webinar and live streamed for the 

public at https://malegislature.gov/Commissions/Detail/567/Hearings  

• Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86274579580 

• Asl and CART interpretation services have been requested.  

• CART URL: https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=StatehouseADA   

• For accessibility requests and other questions, contact Imene Bouziane Saidi 

at imene.bouzianesaidi@mass.gov  

Meeting Documents (attached and linked) 

• The Plan of MA and RI Presentation  

• Don't make it impossible for people with disabilities to save money. (PDF 

TBD) 

• Looking Both Ways: Standing at the Intersection of Race & Disability.   

• WorkAbility Report Suggestions Trackers 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_4mOrvC9clINJPvqupyCgJXE47y

vfnlz/edit#gi d=330415400 

• The Grid 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_4mOrvC9clINJPvqupyCgJXE47y

vfnlz/edit#gi d=330415400 

Stay Updated and Upcoming Events:  

• To receive updates from the Commission, members of the public can sign up 

here: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/WWIIUNL  

• To view details from previous meetings, visit: 

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/permanent-commission-on-the-status-of-

persons-with-disabilities   

 

https://malegislature.gov/Commissions/Detail/567/Hearings
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/86274579580__;!!CPANwP4y!X7SmpkOMrcyXLdSbHOu1eUai0LLGO2JFzfx-v-xWn5GUct8V48yQrwnxhVzgpRNWj2icCNlsUY6sRjVezMwZjbEW_KqrU3vMYPch39eHtw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.streamtext.net/player?event=StatehouseADA__;!!CPANwP4y!Vu4Qn-U7UU89_1e_9H1gHHovuRY_gwtfINhZBvhiA3X3F0P5ZNif5uvC_GolJbzpqnxj9S5cpTmCjSQPUyVjkZg$
http://imene.bouzianesaidi@mass.gov/
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2023/11/06/Plan%20of%20MA%20and%20RI%20Introduction%20to%20Government%20Benefits%20and%20Special%20Needs%20Trusts%20November%202023%20Presentation.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fwww.bostonglobe.com*2F2023*2F08*2F06*2Fopinion*2Fssi-benefits-asset-limit*2F&data=05*7C01*7Ckathy.petkauskos*40umassmed.edu*7Cd5a498ae1c124ba67a0508dbb5201722*7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e*7C0*7C0*7C638302922302005304*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=92cEZpLb1Y3QQ4F2kzuBDh9JzNXw6KbAhX2T5wRVKvA*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!CPANwP4y!VsD4kW6JSScz7UntLOP00ghCLBgwg-Zewl8y-iCP1GaxGm8sNAW6Q4Vcs1mSkR91PKepu_Fy-RU4kmtjGQJ_L_zLAiovJM4SZUWhG1Oz$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Faane.org*2Fautism-info-faqs*2Flibrary*2Flooking-both-ways-standing-at-the-intersection-of-race-disability*2F*3Ffbclid*3DIwAR1uYY4UP4eANsnSdq0SlbPt9MQgd_IAYukLpkbngwXiiPTBvfAuLWcvS2U&data=05*7C01*7Ckathy.petkauskos*40umassmed.edu*7Cd5a498ae1c124ba67a0508dbb5201722*7Cee9155fe2da34378a6c44405faf57b2e*7C0*7C0*7C638302922302005304*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C3000*7C*7C*7C&sdata=r09xb3ATmRQLvHogmMOsTBP0i2BFpbhdgToPnoqc0qk*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!CPANwP4y!VsD4kW6JSScz7UntLOP00ghCLBgwg-Zewl8y-iCP1GaxGm8sNAW6Q4Vcs1mSkR91PKepu_Fy-RU4kmtjGQJ_L_zLAiovJM4SZUrbZucu$
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_4mOrvC9clINJPvqupyCgJXE47yvfnlz/edit#gid=330415400
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_4mOrvC9clINJPvqupyCgJXE47yvfnlz/edit#gid=330415400
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_4mOrvC9clINJPvqupyCgJXE47yvfnlz/edit#gid=330415400
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_4mOrvC9clINJPvqupyCgJXE47yvfnlz/edit#gi 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_4mOrvC9clINJPvqupyCgJXE47yvfnlz/edit#gi 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_4mOrvC9clINJPvqupyCgJXE47yvfnlz/edit#gid=330415400
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/WWIIUNL
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/permanent-commission-on-the-status-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/permanent-commission-on-the-status-of-persons-with-disabilities

