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INTRODUCTION

This report is a. statistical -description of characteristics of the inmates in each -
correctional facility on January 1, 1979.1 This'point—in-time.pfofilﬁ-contaiﬁs information
on present ‘offense variables, personal background characteristics, criminal history and
furlough participation. The. tables which follow were derived from the computerized data
base developed by the Correction and Parole Management Information System (CAPMIS) and
- produced by the Research Unit on the Massachusetts State College Computer Network (MSCCN).

In reading the tables in this report the reader should note the following: (1) the
inmate population on January 1, 1979 is divided according to institution of residence, (2)
the top number in each cell represents the number of individuals who fell in the corresponding
category in the table, and (3) the bottom number in each cell represents the percentage of
the number of individuals in a particular category to the total number of residents in that
institution (column percents). The report_iS“divided-ihto*tﬂq~secticns._'Séctidn.rylist83thef
specific non-pre-release institutions and combines the pre-release institutions, The second
section lists the specific pre-release institutions and combines the .non-pre-release institutions,
For example, upon referring to Table I on page 5, Court From Which Committed is presented .and
the following types of information can be obtained, : _ '

{1} The total number of individuals broken down by institution of residence is présented: 
horizontally across the head of the table, _ '
(2) The ‘specific courts are labeled and presented verﬁically.

-

(3} of the”zﬁaﬁfresidentS'on January 1, 1979, 630“weresresiding.in'MCIFWalpOler

(4) Of the 630 residents of Walpole, 8 (I%JIWere-originallyﬁcommittedafrcm-Barnstable:
Superior Court, ' e SRR

1 The number of 'i-n-d:iﬁau-als in the report does not include patients at Bridgewater State
Hospital nor individuals awaiting trial, :



" SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

On_January 1, 1979, there were 2636 individuals incarcerated in the state correctional
system.® This year is the first year in four years that the population has decreased.

Nature of Present Offense

Institution of Residence. Two institutions house over half of the inmate population.
Approximately one-gquarter of the population (24%) is housed in Walpole, the primaryjmaximu@_ _
security facility and over one-quarter (27%) is housed at Norfolk, a medium security facility.

- Only 12% of. the population resides in pre~release facilities.

Sentencing Courts. Over half.of the inmates were sentenced in. two of the superior courts-
Suffolk (38%) and Middlesex (15%). - |

Jail Credits. " Fifty percent of the population spent 51 days orlmore-in-jail while
awaiting trial. : , . o :

~ Commitment Institutions. The majority of residents (74%) were committed to Walpole.

or more while the rest are serving minimum sentences of less than seven years or indeterminate
sentences. Seventeen percent are lifers and one individual is serving a death sentence,

Sentence. Over half of the inmates (51%) are'serving a minimum sentence of séVenqyears

Of fense. The majority of inmates (71%) are serving sentences for offenses vs;.perSOh, ,
The single offense for which individuals were most frequently sentenced was armed robbery (31%).

Age at Incarceration. The median age at incarceration was 24 years.

Personal Background Characteristics
Sex. The v&st_ﬁaﬁerityfﬁffinm&tes~f97QJ:are,méle."

-ngg;_;Sixty-two percent of the residents are white; 36% afe.blackland'Z%v&fEthhefL_ﬁ

. -2- _ | | | .
1 This number does notfinGIUde«llb”iﬂﬂiVﬁiuals Waitingwbcbking‘in:housééﬁoﬁqcorrectioh,_




Marital Status. Over half of the popuiation (53%) were never mar:ied;

Military'nischaxge, The majority (71%) did not serVe:ih'the military}

Prior Address. ‘The majdrity-of-residents (59%)'¢ame from thelgreaterfBOStén SM$A; 

Occupation. Most of the inmates (75%) held manual or service jobs prior to their
incarceration. ' B - I e

Education. The median educational level was ninth grade; 28% were high school graduates;
and 1% were college graduates. ' o _ -

Crimina1 History'

Prior ﬁrrésts. The median age at first arrest was 16 years. Most of the residents (953%)
had been arrested at least once prior to their present offense. Nearly half (45%) had ‘12 or
more prior court appearances., : : ‘ : : :

A majority of résidents'had-prier arrests for offensésfﬁs, person-(Qﬁijféndffof_property
offenses {82%). A minority of residents had prior arrests for sex offenses (21%), for drug.
offenses (37%), for drunkenness offenses (35%) and for escape offenses (13%). -

Prior Incarcerations. Twenty-nine percent had been incarcerated as.juveniles;-AS% had
prior incarcerations at a house of correction; and 33% had prior incarcerations in state
or federal correctional institutions. : '

Overall;-66%~had served time in some type of correctibnal facility and’5B%'ﬁaﬁ served
some time -as an adult. ‘ ' -

Furlough Variables

Most inmates (73%).have,not-received.a_fufldugﬁ}Only 4$;had a "1ate*ﬁndér“ furlough
outcome” and less than half of one percent escaped while on furlough. No resident experienced
an arrest furlough outcome or an "other difficulty" furlough outcome, '

-3

1 A Iate under furlough outcome is one in which an individual returns within 2 hours after
the designated time of return. '




SECTION 1. <~ SPECIFIC NON*PRE—RELEASE'INSTJTUTIONS.

NATURE OF PRESENT OFTFENSE
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GLOSSARY. OF TERMS

>

A Framingham'is a co-educational facility

B. S.E.C.C. is Southeastern Corrnctinn_Cénrnr

C.. N.E.C.C. is Northeastern Correclional Cenber
D, R.D.C. is the Recoption _hinr‘[nn_s:l i Conlter

F. “Lemuel Shattuck in A hospital

Court From Which Committeod

A.  Municipal Courts are lower courls of
‘Suffolk County

3. District Courts are lower courts of all other
' counties ‘

Minimum Sentence

Indeterminate sentences are senwkences without
a minimum term. Parole eligibilily is ‘doter-
mined by the Parole Board Requlations

Present Of fense

The most serious chargé is lislted il an
individual is committed For more Lhan one.
offense '

94~



Page

Page
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Pagers

15

28

36

42 & 42

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Present Of fense —'Drqu

n. Class N includes heroin and el ne

‘B. Class B includes cocainn, opium, am-

phetamines and barbituates
C. Classrc includes hallucinoqgens
D. Class D includes marijuana
E. Class E includes other prescription drugs

Known Drug Use

~This data is based on information. obtained

‘From the probation department repnll prepared
on each individual. A person is describaod
as a druwg user if he/qho-

. ;dQSCrlbéS himsell/herselfl as one or,

B. hnq had arrests For narcolic nflﬁnﬂv'

Number of Prlor House of COYtOLlIOH ln(dlcﬂilllnn.

Couwntky incarccrations have o mnwlmum sent e

tongth of 2-1/2 years

Age al First brug and Drunk ANrrosts

Not applicable means never arrested lor
offenses.
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A,

Furlough Outcomes

‘3'i1('('nq=;fn'! : teturnnd oD Faci )i by
within the designated number of honrs
w1th0ur any difficultios

T'.ai-r\ Under: returned -t'_n POC Facility within
2 hours after the dosiqnntmd time of retarn

Late Ovor: dorlarod escape, roturned 1o DOC
facility vo]untarlly within 24 hnul" of the

‘designated time of reLmn

Fscape- declared - -escape; did- not: return
voluntarlly within 24 hOULS of the designated
time of ‘return

Arrest: arrested while on 'I:'_u-f.'l_mur_m

Other:returned with contraband or under the

~influence of alecohol or other drugs or

suspicion thereof
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