
 

 

THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES CONTROL COMMISSION (“ABCC”) ADVISORY 

M.G.L. c. 138, §15 OFF-PREMISES RETAIL LICENSEES SUNDAY OPENING TIME 

ALLOWED AT 10:00 A.M. 

 

Effective October 23, 2014
1
, off-premises retail alcoholic beverages licensees (M.G.L. c. 138, 

§15) will be permitted to sell alcoholic beverages beginning at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Although 

under the law, these licensees are entitled as a matter of right to open at 10:00 a.m. and as such 

do not need the approval of the Local Licensing Authorities, licensees must notify the Local 

Licensing Authorities about the change of hours. 

The simplest way for licensees to effectuate this change is to follow the process outlined in the 

CHANGE OF HOURS Application which may be found on our website at 

http://www.mass.gov/abcc/pdf/forms/nofeetransmittal.pdf.  Licensees should use this form to 

notify the Local Licensing Authority of the change in hours and attach a corporate vote 

authorizing the change.  Upon receipt of this request, the Local Licensing Authority must 

approve it.  The Local Licensing Authority should forward an approved “Form 43” with the 

additional Sunday hours of sale to the ABCC for each licensee affected. 

As mentioned above, this law does not go into effect until October 23, 2014.  All licensees 

should ensure that sales of alcoholic beverages take place only on the days and hours approved 

by the Local Licensing Authority.  Licensees who fail to notify the Local Licensing Authority 

about the change to their hours are prohibited from making sales at an earlier time than those 

permitted on the face of their license. 

As always, all licensees must ensure that they are in compliance with the Laws of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and that sales of alcoholic beverages take place only as 

authorized by applicable law.  Individuals with questions concerning this advisory may contact 

Ralph Sacramone, Executive Director, at 617-727-3040 x 731. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Issued:  September 8, 2014) 

                                                           
1
 The Massachusetts Legislature amended M.G.L. c 136, §6(52) which allow off-premises M.G.L. c. 138, §15 or so 

called “package store” license holders to sell alcoholic beverages, beginning at 10 A.M. on Sundays. 
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