Re:

Abington Old Town Post #5737 

VFW Building Assoc., Inc.

Premise:
30 Central Street

City/Town:
Abington, MA 02351

Heard:

June 9, 2009

DECISION

A Commission hearing was held to determine whether Abington Old Town Post #5737 VFW Building Assoc., Inc. violated 204 CMR 2.05 (1)- Permitting Gambling.


The licensee stipulated to the Investigator’s report.  Investigator Michael Teehan testified that on April 10, 2009 at approximately 6:00 p.m., he and Chief Investigator Mahony along with Investigator Kenny investigated the business operations of the VFW Post #5737.


Upon entering the bar, they observed six (6) automatic amusement devices in a room.  The Investigators identified themselves to the bartender on duty, informed him of a complaint that was filed with the A.B.C.C. and inspected the bar. 


The Investigators observed a yellow piece of paper taped to the counter which indicated the payoff winnings on the electronic video devices at a rate of .25 per point which the Investigators know based on their training and experience is the standard payoff rate in Massachusetts.  The bartender then stated to the Investigators that they do payoff for winnings on the electronic video devices and directed the Investigators to a cash box.  


The Investigators observed among other items in the cash box that in contained approximately $5,000 and other paraphernalia indicating evidence of gambling.  


In continuance of their investigation, the Investigators also made additional observations that the devices were being utilized as gambling devices; among those observations were that each machine had markings on them that indicated “for amusement only”; all machines accepted $1, $5, $10, and $20 and each machine had a “knock-off switch”.


The Commission finds that the licensee violated 204 CMR 2.05 (1)- Permitting Gambling and, therefore, suspends the license for 6 days.  

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES CONTROL COMMISSION

Susan Corcoran, Commissioner_______________________________________________

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that I have reviewed the hearing record and concur with the above decision.  

Robert H. Cronin, Commissioner_____________________________________________

Dated in Boston, Massachusetts this 18th day of June 2009.

You have the right to appeal this decision to the Superior Courts under the provisions of Chapter 30A of the Massachusetts General Laws within thirty days of receipt of this decision. 

cc:   Local Licensing Board

       Frederick G. Mahony, Chief Investigator

       File
