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ADVISORY

To:	Massachusetts Licensed Certified Professional Midwives

From:	James G. Lavery, Director, Bureau of Health Professions Licensure

Date:	September 15, 2026

Subject:	Licensure and Registration for Certified Professional Midwives


Please Note: This advisory replaces and supersedes the advisory that was published on September 11, 2026. Updates include the removal of the prior application filing deadline, and clarifications about practicing without a license.

Congratulations to our newest licensees, the Licensed Certified Professional Midwives! Now that the moment is here, the Department of Public Health (DPH) has some tips on navigating the licensure and registration process. You are embarking on a career for which your passion and commitment is unequaled. Our goal is that this guidance makes what can be a daunting process a little simpler.

The Department acknowledges that this is a new license and that it may take applicants some time to provide the required information and documentation. At this time, a license is not required to continue practicing as a CPM. However, unlicensed CPMs may not:
· Obtain a Massachusetts Controlled Substances Registration (MCSR) and therefore may not purchase, possess, prescribe, or administer controlled substances (see below: “Obtaining a Massachusetts Controlled Substances Registration (MCSR).” 
· Enroll for MassHealth reimbursement.
· Hold themselves out to be a Licensed CPM (LCPM).

When the Board has established permanent licensure regulations (anticipated for 2027), the Board will then establish a deadline by which all CPMs practicing in Massachusetts must be licensed. 

Obtaining a Licensed Certified Professional Midwife (LCPM) License

Please review the information below for guidance on required material you will need to complete the application process. When you are ready, you may begin the application process by visiting the website for the Board of Registration in Midwifery[footnoteRef:1] (Board).  [1:  http://www.mass.gov/orgs/board-of-registration-in-midwifery] 


Review of the Board of Registration in Midwifery Regulations

Prior to completing your application, please review the Board’s regulations, set forth in 274 CMR. The Board maintains an unofficial copy of the regulations[footnoteRef:2] accessible on its website. As additional regulations are completed, unofficial copies will be available on the Board’s website. Please visit the Board’s website periodically to check in on new regulations, guidance documents, and other items of interest to the profession. [2:  https://www.mass.gov/doc/proposed-new-regulation-274-cmr-300] 


Required Documentation

· Official Transcripts from your Midwifery Education Accreditation Council (MEAC) accredited program (the official transcript must be sent from the school to the Board directly via mail or email).
· Certificate from your MEAC accredited program OR North American Registry of Midwives (NARM) Bridge Certificate.
· Official Verification of your current NARM credential.
· Verification of any professional license held in another state or jurisdiction, if applicable. Official verification must be sent directly to the Board from that state or jurisdiction by email or mail.
· If you hold an LCPM or equivalent license in another jurisdiction, a copy of that state’s licensing regulations must be uploaded as part of your application.
· A Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI) Acknowledgement Form.
· National Practitioner Data Bank Self-Query.
Applications are reviewed by board staff for accuracy and eligibility determination. Board staff will contact the applicant if there are any issues to be addressed.

There is no application fee for temporary LCPM licenses. The fee for the permanent LCPM license is in development. 

Transcripts and letters of verification may be emailed or sent to the following address:
Midwifery@mass.gov
Board of Registration in Midwifery
Bureau of Health Professions Licensure
250 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108
Obtaining a Massachusetts Controlled Substances Registration (MCSR)

In accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. c. 112, s. 295 and the Board regulations issued thereunder, an LCPM may apply for and receive an MCSR, which entitles the Midwife to purchase, possess, prescribe, and administer controlled substances designated by the Board of Registration in Midwifery.

Once an LCPM receives a temporary license, the LCPM may apply for the MCSR by completing the information at this link: MCSR for Individuals.[footnoteRef:3] The fee for the initial MCSR is $300. The initial MCSR will remain in effect both for the term of the LCPM’s temporary license and for the term of the LCPM’s first permanent license. MCSR renewal will then sync with the renewal of the LCPM permanent license, which means that both will be on a 2-year renewal cycle. The fee to renew the MCSR is $300 ($150 per year) and will be due upon renewal of the license on August 31st of odd numbered years. [3:  https://www.mass.gov/mcsr-for-individuals] 


Please contact the Board for application and licensure questions: midwifery@mass.gov
Please contact the Drug Control Program for questions about the MCSR: dph.mcsr@Mass.gov 
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