Massachusetts Board of Registration in Dentistry
Title: Authority of Limited License Dental Interns and Faculty to Delegate and Supervise Dental Duties
Authority:
The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Dentistry (“Board”) issues this Advisory Ruling on the practice of dentistry by limited license dental interns and faculty pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, chapter 30A, § 8 and chapter 112, § 43. 
Date Issued: December 7, 2016

Scope of Practice: Practice of dentistry by limited license dental interns and faculty
Purpose: 
To advise the public of the Board’s position concerning the authority of limited license dental interns and faculty (together “limited licensees”) to delegate and supervise dental duties to licensed dental hygienists or dental assistants. The Board reviewed M.G.L. c. 112, §§45, 45A and 50 as well as its regulations at 234 CMR and finds that the scope of practice of limited licensees includes the authority to delegate and supervise those delegable duties set forth at 234 CMR 5.10 and 5.11 to the same extent as dentists licensed under § 45. Before now, the Board has limited the delegation of dental duties to only dentists licensed under § 45.  See 234 CMR 5.10(1).
The statute concerning the eligibility for and scope of practice under a limited license is found at chapter 112, § 45A and provides in part that “[s]uch limited registration shall entitle said applicant to practice dentistry only in the hospital or other institution designated on his registration and under the direction of a registered dentist employed therein.” Section 45A does not limit the holder of limited registration to engage in clinical practice as a “dental intern” as something distinct from dentistry, but rather, the limited licensee status is an employment arrangement and prerequisite for limited registration. Since the limited registration entitles the holder to practice dentistry, the Board finds support for the interpretation that limited licensees are a subset of dentists authorized to practice dentistry within specified confines, rather than a separate type of professional engaging in a separate type of clinical practice. 

While M.G.L. c. 112, §50 does not expressly include supervision—whether general, direct or immediate—within the definition of the practice of dentistry, there is support that delegation to and supervision of dental auxiliaries is encompassed within the phrase “by any method to . . . treat” (i.e., “or if he either offers or undertakes by any method to diagnose, treat, operate or prescribe for any disease, pain, injury, deficiency, deformity or other condition of the same”). As of September 2014, the Board has determined that limited licensees have prescriptive authority and must obtain a Controlled Substance Registration from the Department’s Drug Control Program in order to exercise such authority.
Advisory Ruling: 
The Board advises that limited licensees are “dentists” with the authority to delegate and supervise those dental duties set forth at 234 CMR 5.11 and CMR 5.10, subject to limitations as to location and supervision in M.G.L. c. 112, §45A.

