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2.6 Maintenance of Access Features: At all times, accessibility features must
be maintained and fully operational. (i.e. access aisles kept clear at all
times, mechanical devices be kept in operating condition, etc).

Jurisdiction:

Building
Permits:

Assessed
Value:

Variances to be addressed:

Complaints to be Addressed:

Petitioner seeks relief from 19.7: An accessible route, complying with 521 CMR 20.00: ACCESSIBLE 
ROUTE shall be provided to reach playground equipment and around the playground.

On December 26, 2023 the Board received a complaint regarding the above referenced address and 
on November 22, 2024 the First Notice was sent out (See AAB 256-289)

On November 25, 2024 the Board received a response from the Town of Ashby and on December 5, 
2024 the Board received an application for variance for the above referenced address and at the 
January 13, 2025 meeting the Board voted to Continue for more information on the proposed 
accessible route layout of the playground and a cut sheet of the proposed surface (See AAB 
186-256 )

On March 4, 2025 the Board received a response from the petitioner and at the March 10, 2025 
meeting the Board voted to Continue for a more detailed test drawing showing the path and its 
connection to each piece of play equipment and Found that 3/4" base is not a firm and stable surface 
material (See AAB 182-186 )

On April 18, 2025 the Second Notice was sent out (See AAB 175-181)

On May 7, May 10, and May 12,and May 22,  2025 the Board received additional information from the 
complainant as well as additional information from the Town and at the June 2, 2025 Board meeting 
the Board voted to Schedule a hearing (See AAB 86-174)

The hearing was held on September 8, 2025 and the Board found that a violation of 521 CMR 19 
(accessible route) has occurred at this location; and, voted 1) to GRANT temporary relief from 
compliance with 521 CMR 19 (accessible route) through December 1, 2025 on the CONDITIONS: 1) 
that the Town takes reasonable steps to exclude trespassers from the park from December 1, 2025 to 
April 1, 2026; and, 2) the Town provides a status report and plan for construction, including   .
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 surface specifications, to the Board by January 2, 2026. (See AAB 60-85 )

On October 30, 2025 and November 8, 2025 the Board received correspondence from the complainant. (See 
AAB 57-59)

On November 14, 2025 the Board received a letter from the Attorney General's office where they found that the 
Ashby Selectboard  Board violated the Open Meeting Law by holding meetings on February 26 and March 12 
that were insufficiently accessible to the public. They ordered the Selectboard's immediate and future 
compliance with the OML. (See AAB 54-56 )

On December 3, 2025 the Board received an update from the Town. And on December 15, 2025 the Board 
received a status report from the town. At the January 12, 2026 Board meeting the Board voted to Accept the 
status report, and on January 14, 2026 the Board received correspondence from the complainant, including a 
request for an adjudicatory hearing. (See AAB 28-53 )

On January 15, 2026 the notice was sent to all appropriate parties. (See AAB 28 )

On April 27, 2026 the Board received correspondence from the complainant and on May 11, 2026 the Board 
received an email from an Ashby resident. (See AAB 3-27)
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Margie LaFleur <lafleur.margie@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2026 5:53 PM
To: Joyce, William (DPL)
Cc: Griffin, Molly (DPL); Machado, Victor (DPL)
Subject: Ashby Public Playground

 

Good Afternoon Mr. Joyce, 
 
I wanted to express how deeply disappointed my family was to walk up to our town playground last night to 
find the gate locked. I hear through the grapevine that this is in regards to a subject pertaining to a individual 
with special needs. My condolences goes out to the family of this person, and the complications they must 
face, to allow for their loved one to enjoy the spaces in town afforded to those without disabilities. Yet I must 
protest!  
 
The actions of one "sour grapes" person should not delineate the fact that there are many other children 
who would like to enjoy the playground. I as well as a grandmother enjoy being in there to help my grand 
children on the swings and slides. Does this allow me to complain against this person with disabilities that I 
am an elderly person who is being also restricted of my happiness? 
 
I would to know how many playgrounds in Massachusetts are not ADA compliant? Do you just shut them all 
down? Do you put hard surfaces in a playground so they are wheelchair accessible so the other kids can get 
hurt? We already have wood chips on the playground for safety. I don't understand why you cannot leave 
the playground open for all the other children. This is an appalling over reach of your capacity to regulate.  
 
What have we come to as a nation? One bad apple spoils the whole bunch for everyone? I thought we were 
a nation of many voices, not just one? I look forward to your response. If I can be a help in any way, please 
let me know. 
 
Margie LaFleur 
Ashby Town Resident 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content 
is safe.  
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Outlook

FW: FW: Allen field Calling my name out on social media!

From Patrick McPhee <pmcphee@comcast.net>
Date Mon 4/27/2026 1:57 PM
To Joyce, William (DPL) <William.Joyce@mass.gov>; Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>; Machado, Victor

(DPL) <Victor.Machado@mass.gov>
Cc Martin, David (SCA) <David.Martin@mass.gov>

This is why I am upset with everything, Mr. Joyce I tried to call.
 
I filed a complaint on the H/C access to Allen field and AES. Allan playground and AES playgrounds are not
compliant. 
Mass Architectural Access Board (AAB) is dealing with AES (C25-005) and Allen field (C25-005)for disability access .
 
Ms. Stacy Campbell (a teacher) and Randy Stacy (on the park commission Allan playground/field) are retaliation.
Come to find to find out from the RAO parks meeting posted in the last 2 years. This was way before the TA stated
the money from insurance, was not for the playground.
 
Can I ask when there was a hearing of the variance for Ashby Elementary school?
For election on 4/27/2026 Ashby Elementary School Gymnasium and the Annual & Special Town
Meeting, May 2, 2026, 9:30AM at the Ashby Elementary School Gymnasium
 
 
Regards, Pat
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Outlook

92 Breed Road, Ashby- Notice of Hearing

From Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>
Date Thu 1/15/2026 11:27 AM
Bcc Patrick McPhee <pmcphee@comcast.net>; Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>; Coffin, Meg

<mcoffin@centerlw.org>; msauvageau746@gmail.com <msauvageau746@gmail.com>; Building Inspector
<bldginsp@ashbyma.gov>

1 attachment (557 KB)
June 2026 Notice of Hearing.pdf;

Good morning,

Please find attached the Notice or Decisions for the above referenced case.  

If you require a paper copy of a Notice or Decision, you may contact me to request one but be aware
that the delivery of physical copies may be delayed.

If you wish to appeal the decision made in this case, you can fill out and send in an Adjudicatory
Hearing Request form available here.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the Board’s staff.

Thank you,
Molly

Molly Griffin
Program Coordinator
She/Her/Hers
Architectural Access Board
Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Division of Occupational Licensure
1 Federal Street, 6th Floor
Boston, MA 02110-2012
www.mass.gov/AAB
617-727-0660

AAB 28
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Patrick McPhee <pmcphee@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, January 15, 2026 9:12 AM
To: 'Patrick McPhee'; Griffin, Molly (DPL); Joyce, William (DPL); Machado, Victor (DPL)
Subject: RE: 92 Breed Road, Ashby
Attachments: Allanfield hearing.pdf

 

Please process this hearing request.  
 
 
Patrick D. McPhee 
56 Heywood Road, Ashby, Ma 01431 
pmcphee@comcast.net 
Cell +1-978-875-0851 

 
 
 
 

From: Patrick McPhee [mailto:pmcphee@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 10:49 AM 
To: 'Griffin, Molly (DPL)'; 'Joyce, William (DPL)'; 'Machado, Victor (DPL)' 
Cc: 'David.Martin@mass.gov' 
Subject: RE: 92 Breed Road, Ashby 
 
Good morning everyone,  
 
Molly your great! 
 
Sorry for the delay, I was out of commission for a while with the back 360 Lumbar spinal fusion surgery. Still can’t sit 
long, but H/C access is important to me.  
 
I would like a call with Will today, this park is not closed. Please see the section of the fence.  Pictures are always 
yyyymmdd  
20251211 is mesh for the field  
20251211 163427 is gate, but the fence is taken down. Allow non-H/C to walk through 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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Also there was a discussion to reopen the school, the Town said the ramp will be repaired in by end of July, the AAB will 
give a extension.  So they can move forward without the concern of the ramp. Estimated was $3k for repairs of the ramp 
and parking.  
 
Also Will, I have not yet filed on the Building inspector question my shed at the Ramp site review.  
 
Regards, Pat 
 
Patrick D. McPhee 
pmcphee@comcast.net 
Cell +1-978-875-0851 

 
 
 
 

From: Griffin, Molly (DPL) [mailto:Molly.Griffin@mass.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 8:32 AM 
Subject: 92 Breed Road, Ashby 
 
Good morning, 
  
Please find attached the Notice or Decisions for the above referenced case.   
  
If you require a paper copy of a Notice or Decision, you may contact me to request one but be aware that 
the delivery of physical copies may be delayed. 
  
If you wish to appeal the decision made in this case, you can fill out and send in an Adjudicatory Hearing 
Request form available here. 
  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the Board’s staff. 
  
Thank you, 
Molly 
 
Molly Griffin 
Program Coordinator 
She/Her/Hers 
Architectural Access Board 
Office of Public Safety and Inspections 
Division of Occupational Licensure 
1 Federal Street, 6th Floor 
Boston, MA 02110-2012 
www.mass.gov/AAB 
617-727-0660 
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VARIANCE HEARING

  

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Occupational Licensure

Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Architectural Access Board

1 Federal St., 6th Floor
Boston, Massachusetts  02118

LAYLA R. D’EMILIA
UNDERSECRETARY OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS AND BUSINESS REGULATION

SARAH R. WILKINSON
COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE

MAURA HEALEY
GOVERNOR

KIM DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

ERIC PALEY
SECRETARY,EXECUTIVE OFFICE

OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

RE: Allen Field Playground , 92 Breed Road, Ashby

You are hereby notified that an informal adjudicatory hearing before the Architectural Access
Board has been scheduled for you to appear on Monday, June 15, 2026

Mary Daughraty
19.7

This hearing will be conducted in accordance with the procedures set forth in M.G.L., c. 30A, and
801 CMR 1.02, the Informal/Fair Hearings Rules. At the hearing, each party may be represented by
counsel, may present evidence and may cross examine opposing witnesses.

ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Date: January 15, 2026

Independent Living Center
Local Building Inspector

Local Disability Commission

cc:

at 11:00 AM

Chairperson

or substitution of the following Rules and Regulations:
A copy of the request is available for public inspection during regular business hours.

You should be aware that the burden of proof is upon the applicant requesting a variance  to prove
that compliance is either:  1. technologically infeasible or; 2.  the cost of compliance is excessive
without substantial benefit to a person with a disability.

This hearing is upon an application for variance filed by: for modification of

PLEASE NOTE: Requests for the continuance of a hearing must be received no later than fourteen
(14) days prior to the scheduled hearing date. Continuances are granted at the Board’s
discretion only.

21024Docket Number V

Remote meeting information will be sent out prior to the hearing date.
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 12:55 PM
To: Machado, Victor (DPL)
Cc: Barbara Thorpe; Steve Nims; judto@verizon.net; Building Inspector
Subject: RE: Allen Field Playground- compliance plan submitted & active complaints

 

Thanks for the quick response… My answers in blue  …. 
 
Mary Daughraty 
 

From: Machado, Victor (DPL) <Victor.Machado@mass.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 12:34 PM 
To: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov> 
Cc: Building Inspector <bldginsp@ashbyma.gov>; Steve Nims <hwysupt@ashbyma.gov>; David Nadeau 
<dnadeau@ashbyma.gov>; 'judto@verizon.net' <judto@verizon.net>; Barbara Thorpe <tabos@ashbyma.gov>; 
Machado, Victor (DPL) <Victor.Machado@mass.gov> 
Subject: RE: Allen Field Playground- compliance plan submitted & active complaints 
 
Hello Mary, 
 
Hope the new year is treating you well.  Please see my responses below in red. 
 
Best, 
Victor 
 
Victor Machado 
Compliance OƯicer 
He/Him/His 
Architectural Access Board 
 
OƯice of Public Safety and Inspections 
Division of Occupational Licensure 
E: victor.machado@mass.gov 
P: (617) 727-0660 
 
1 Federal Street, 6th Floor, Boston, MA 02118 
www.mass.gov/aab 
 
From: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 13, 2026 1:32 PM 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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To: Machado, Victor (DPL) <Victor.Machado@mass.gov> 
Cc: Building Inspector <bldginsp@ashbyma.gov>; Steve Nims <hwysupt@ashbyma.gov>; David Nadeau 
<dnadeau@ashbyma.gov>; 'judto@verizon.net' <judto@verizon.net>; Barbara Thorpe <tabos@ashbyma.gov> 
Subject: Allen Field Playground- compliance plan submitted & active complaints 
 

 

Good afternoon, Victor, 
 
I’m following up on the recent AAB complaint #C25-005 regarding Ashby Elementary School and concerns about 
the walkway slope and handicap parking area. Based on the AAB’s site visit on 12/18/25, it was determined that: 
 
The walkway slope must be corrected. 
A continuous handrail needs to be installed on the outside of the existing railing. 
The complaint about the required number of handicap spaces was incorrect; however, the two compliant 
handicap spots need to be restriped properly, and a sign must be installed.  
Based on my count using an aerial image from Google Maps and a quick count while onsite, the parking 
area appears to contain approximately 40–50 parking spaces. Pursuant to 521 CMR 23.2.1, the minimum 
required number of accessible parking spaces for this quantity is two (2). Further, 521 CMR 23.2.2 
requires that one out of every eight accessible spaces, but not fewer than one, be van-accessible.  
Please confirm whether you are asserting that more than two (2) accessible parking spaces are required.  
No ,we have two handicap spots which is the amount needed , but the complaint stated we needed 3.I 
just want to be clear that the part of the complaint is denied 
 
To address these issues, we will need to file a variance and complete the work during warmer weather. We are 
currently obtaining quotes for the necessary work. Please confirm the next steps for the Town and please provide 
the required paperwork. 
If the project cannot be completed within ninety (90) days, a temporary variance application will be 
required. The applicable paperwork is available through the Massachusetts Architectural Access Board 
at: https://www.mass.gov/architectural-access-board-variance.  
We will apply for a variance so we can perform the work in weather that Is suitable for this type of work. 
Thank you. 
I’m also following up on the compliance plan submitted for Allen Field Playground (Complaint #C24-019) regarding 
its closure due to lack of funding. I have not yet received confirmation on whether the closure plan meets AAB 
requirements. Could you please update me on the status of that compliance review? 
At the Board meeting held on January 12, 2026, the Board accepted the status report submitted on 
December 15, 2025. According to the Plan, the playground, eƯective December 1, 2025, will remain 
closed until suƯicient funds are secured to construct an accessible walkway in compliance with the 
requirements of the Architectural Access Board (AAB). The playground will not reopen until full 
compliance is achieved. I did receive word today on the approval of our closure plan 
 
Please note that a photograph submitted on December 3, 2025, shows signage posted on the park fence 
stating that the closure is in eƯect until March 31. The case will remain pending to ensure that the park 
remains closed and inaccessible to the public until full compliance is achieved. We will send another 
photo in March showing the park is closed until further notice  
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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Additionally, I’d like to check on Complaint #C24-003 concerning the Town Hall elevator and handicap parking. 
The Town has submitted photos showing the handicap parking spot is compliant and will provide the elevator log 
covering July 28, 2025, through January 28, 2026. Please confirm that this complaint will be closed once the log is 
submitted in 16 days. 
Upon receipt of the logs, the Board will review and consider the materials submitted. If the Board 
determines that the documentation constitutes suƯicient evidence that the elevator and parking areas 
have been brought into compliance with the applicable provisions of 521 CMR, a Case Resolution Notice 
will be issued and mailed. I will send in my log on 1/28/26 as required by the AAB. 
 
The newly formed ADA Commission and I appreciate your assistance in working with the Town to address these 
ADA concerns and keep these matters on track. 
 
 
Thank you, 
Mary Daughraty 
Ashby 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Occupational Licensure

Architectural Access Board
1 Federal St., 6th Floor

Boston, Massachusetts  02118

LAYLA R. D’EMILIA
UNDERSECRETARY OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS AND BUSINESS REGULATION

SARAH R. WILKINSON
COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE

MAURA HEALEY
GOVERNOR

KIM DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

ERIC PALEY
SECRETARY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

.

referenced matter.  This filing was subsequently reviewed by the Board at its meeting on

AMENDED NOTICE OF ACTION
RE: Allen Field Playground, 92 Breed Road Ashby

January 12, 2026

Date: January 13, 2026

Local Building Inspector
Local Disability Commission

Independent Living Center

cc:
_______________________________
Chairperson
ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Any person aggrieved by the above decision may request an adjudicatory hearing before the
Board within 30 days of receipt of this decision by filing the attached request for an adjudicatory
hearing. If after 30 days, a request for an adjudicatory hearing is not received, the above decision
becomes a final decision and the appeal process is through Superior Court.

21024

,

On

.

December 15, 2025 , the Architectural Access Board received a filing in the above

After reviewing the information provided, the Board voted to accept the filing.

ACCEPT the status report.

Docket Number V
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Patrick McPhee <pmcphee@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 10:49 AM
To: Griffin, Molly (DPL); Joyce, William (DPL); Machado, Victor (DPL)
Cc: Martin, David (SCA)
Subject: RE: 92 Breed Road, Ashby
Attachments: Allen Field Playground, 92 Breed Road , Ashby (V24-210) - Amended Notice....pdf; 

20251201_202736.jpg; 20251201_202851.jpg; 20251211_163427.jpg; 20251211_
163449.jpg

 

Good morning everyone,  
 
Molly your great! 
 
Sorry for the delay, I was out of commission for a while with the back 360 Lumbar spinal fusion surgery. Still can’t sit 
long, but H/C access is important to me.  
 
I would like a call with Will today, this park is not closed. Please see the section of the fence.  Pictures are always 
yyyymmdd  
20251211 is mesh for the field  
20251211 163427 is gate, but the fence is taken down. Allow non-H/C to walk through 
 
Also there was a discussion to reopen the school, the Town said the ramp will be repaired in by end of July, the AAB will 
give a extension.  So they can move forward without the concern of the ramp. Estimated was $3k for repairs of the ramp 
and parking.  
 
Also Will, I have not yet filed on the Building inspector question my shed at the Ramp site review.  
 
Regards, Pat 
 
Patrick D. McPhee 
pmcphee@comcast.net 
Cell +1-978-875-0851 

 
 
 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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From: Griffin, Molly (DPL) [mailto:Molly.Griffin@mass.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 8:32 AM 
Subject: 92 Breed Road, Ashby 
 
Good morning, 
  
Please find attached the Notice or Decisions for the above referenced case.   
  
If you require a paper copy of a Notice or Decision, you may contact me to request one but be aware that 
the delivery of physical copies may be delayed. 
  
If you wish to appeal the decision made in this case, you can fill out and send in an Adjudicatory Hearing 
Request form available here. 
  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the Board’s staff. 
  
Thank you, 
Molly 
 
Molly Griffin 
Program Coordinator 
She/Her/Hers 
Architectural Access Board 
Office of Public Safety and Inspections 
Division of Occupational Licensure 
1 Federal Street, 6th Floor 
Boston, MA 02110-2012 
www.mass.gov/AAB 
617-727-0660 
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 13, 2026 1:39 PM
To: Machado, Victor (DPL)
Subject: FW: Update plan for Allen Field -Ashby
Attachments: Plan for Allen Field - AAB.docx

 

Please see attached sent to Molly GriƯin on 12/15/2025. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mary Daughraty 
Ashby 
 

From: Mary Daughraty  
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2025 8:36 AM 
To: Griffin, Molly (DPL) <molly.griffin@mass.gov> 
Subject: Update plan for Allen Field -Ashby 
 
Good morning, Molly, 
 
To stay in compliance with the due date of 1/2/26 date from the last AAB hearing on the Allen Field playground 
compliant, I have attached  the written plan for Allen Filed playground walkway access. 
 
Thank you and Happy Holidays, 
 
Mary Daughraty 
Ashby 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Occupational Licensure

Architectural Access Board
1 Federal St., 6th Floor

Boston, Massachusetts  02118

LAYLA R. D’EMILIA
UNDERSECRETARY OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS AND BUSINESS REGULATION

SARAH R. WILKINSON
COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE

MAURA HEALEY
GOVERNOR

KIM DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

ERIC PALEY
SECRETARY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

.

referenced matter.  This filing was subsequently reviewed by the Board at its meeting on

AMENDED NOTICE OF ACTION
RE: Allen Field Playground, 92 Breed Road Ashby

January 12, 2026

Date: January 14, 2026

Local Building Inspector
Local Disability Commission

Independent Living Center

cc:
_______________________________
Chairperson
ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Any person aggrieved by the above decision may request an adjudicatory hearing before the
Board within 30 days of receipt of this decision by filing the attached request for an adjudicatory
hearing. If after 30 days, a request for an adjudicatory hearing is not received, the above decision
becomes a final decision and the appeal process is through Superior Court.

21024

,

On

.

December 15, 2025 , the Architectural Access Board received a filing in the above

After reviewing the information provided, the Board voted to accept the filing.

ACCEPT the status report.

Docket Number V
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2025 1:00 PM
To: Machado, Victor (DPL)
Cc: Building Inspector
Subject: AAB complaints

 

Good afternoon, Victor, 

I am writing in response to two of the open AAB complaints against the Town of Ashby: 

1. American Legion Hall – CMR Compliance 
Regarding the American Legion Hall at 35 New Ipswich Rd: The Building Inspector and I met this morning for an 
hour to develop a plan to move forward, which may include requesting a variance for the building layout or closing 
the building to the public. I am meeting with the Manager of the Legion today, if possible, or immediately following 
the holiday. This meeting will address plans for the building currently rented by the American Legion Post. The Town 
will submit a plan to the AAB very soon. Could you please advise on the timeline the AAB typically grants for 
implementing such a compliance plan? 

2. Walkway and Handicap Parking Modifications- 911 Main Street – Elementary School 
The Town is seeking recommendations for local concrete and welding companies to obtain quotes and pricing for 
the modifications required by the AAB. These estimates will help determine the financial resources needed. The 
actual work to modify the walkway and correct the two existing handicap spots will occur during the construction 
season (April/May) due to weather constraints. The building is currently unoccupied and will only be used twice—
once in April and once in May—during which the Town will provide an alternate ADA-compliant entrance. 

3. Formation of ADA Commission 
The Town is creating an ADA Commission to address compliance issues collaboratively. The Select Board will meet 
on 12/30/25 to discuss forming the commission and appointing a liaison from the Board. The commission will 
include one Select Board member, the Building Inspector, the Highway Superintendent, and the SB/TA office 
administrator. 

Please let us know the next steps required by the Town regarding the walkway and handicap spot modifications. 

Thank you again for visiting the site to assess the complaint. 

Wishing you and your team a Happy Holiday, 

Mary Daughraty 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 30, 2025 9:44 AM
To: Machado, Victor (DPL)
Cc: Building Inspector; Paul Lasorsa
Subject: new ADA Commission

 

Hello Victor, 

I wanted to let you and the AAB know that the Select Board will be voting this evening during their open public 
meeting to establish an ADA Commission. 

The commission will include: 

 One Select Board member 
 One Building Official 
 One Highway Department representative 
 One administrative staff member from the Town Administrator’s office 
 I, serving as the ADA Coordinator 

Once the commission is officially formed and all members are appointed, we plan to meet after the New Year to 
review outstanding items and develop an action plan. 

I will also provide a broader photo of the handicap access to Town Hall. Our Building Inspector has confirmed that 
the threshold is less than ¼ inch and will email you regarding this matter as well. 

Wishing you a Happy New Year! 

Mary Daughraty 
Ashby 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Outlook

Update plan for Allen Field -Ashby

From Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>
Date Mon 12/15/2025 8:39 AM
To Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>

1 attachment (15 KB)
Plan for Allen Field - AAB.docx;

Good morning, Molly,
 
To stay in compliance with the due date of 1/2/26 date from the last AAB hearing on the Allen Field
playground compliant, I have attached  the written plan for Allen Filed playground walkway access.
 
Thank you and Happy Holidays,
 
Mary Daughraty
Ashby
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STATUS REPORT 

Allen Field Playground, Ashby , MA  Docket Number C24-019 – Accessible Walkway Design 
Plan 

Due by: January 2, 2026 

December 15, 2025 

 

To remain in compliance with the most recent hearing regarding the Allen Field Playground, 
we are submitting this updated plan. Last week, the Town received notice that the 
Massachusetts Office of Disability (MOD) grant we applied for was not awarded. This 
request included several ADA-related items, one of which was funding for an accessible 
walkway at Allen Field Playground as required by the AAB. 

Previously, the Town of Ashby did contact three playground companies for quotes and 
design plans. To date, only one response has been received from a Florida-based company 
totaling $148,595.00. This amount significantly exceeds the value of the entire playground 
and is not financially feasible for the Town. 

As noted during the hearing, and following confirmation that the grant was not awarded, 
the Town has no choice but to close Allen Field Playground effective December 1, 2025. 
The playground will remain closed until sufficient funds are secured to construct an 
accessible walkway as required by the Architectural Access Board (AAB). It will not reopen 
until full compliance is achieved. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Daughraty 

Ashby 
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STATUS REPORT 

Allen Field Playground, Ashby , MA  Docket Number C24-019 – Accessible Walkway Design 
Plan 

Due by: January 2, 2026 

December 15, 2025 

 

To remain in compliance with the most recent hearing regarding the Allen Field Playground, 
we are submitting this updated plan. Last week, the Town received notice that the 
Massachusetts Office of Disability (MOD) grant we applied for was not awarded. This 
request included several ADA-related items, one of which was funding for an accessible 
walkway at Allen Field Playground as required by the AAB. 

Previously, the Town of Ashby did contact three playground companies for quotes and 
design plans. To date, only one response has been received from a Florida-based company 
totaling $148,595.00. This amount significantly exceeds the value of the entire playground 
and is not financially feasible for the Town. 

As noted during the hearing, and following confirmation that the grant was not awarded, 
the Town has no choice but to close Allen Field Playground effective December 1, 2025. 
The playground will remain closed until sufficient funds are secured to construct an 
accessible walkway as required by the Architectural Access Board (AAB). It will not reopen 
until full compliance is achieved. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Daughraty 

Ashby 
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Griffin, Molly (DPL)
Sent: Wednesday, December 3, 2025 10:19 AM
To: Machado, Victor (DPL)
Subject: Fw: Follow up -Docket #c24-019 Allen Filed Playground Ashby

Hi Victor, 
 
Forwarding you this email just to be saved down to the case file for C24-019. I have one more email that I 
will forward to you shortly. 
 
Thanks! 

From: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 3, 2025 7:11 AM 
To: Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov> 
Subject: Follow up -Docket #c24-019 Allen Filed Playground Ashby  
  

 

Good morning, Molly, 
  
I’m following up regarding the accessible walkway complaint for Allen Field, filed on 11/22/24. 
  
We have contacted several companies to obtain quotes for installing rubber matting in the Allen Field playground; 
however, we have not been successful in finding a vendor willing to visit the site. 
  
Please note that the Allen Field Playground has been closed as of 12/1/2025, and the gate is locked. The park will 
remain closed until we are able to secure a quote and funding to construct an accessible walkway in compliance 
with AAB requirements. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Mary Daughraty 
Ashby 
  

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Griffin, Molly (DPL)
Sent: Wednesday, December 3, 2025 10:19 AM
To: Machado, Victor (DPL)
Subject: Fw: Photo - Ashby
Attachments: Allen Field Playground area CLOSED.jpeg

Here is the second email and photo for C24-019. 
 
Thanks! 

From: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 3, 2025 8:43 AM 
To: Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov> 
Subject: Photo - Ashby  
  

 

Hello Molly, 
  
Here is a photo for the file as well. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Mary Daughraty 
Ashby 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Outlook

Photo - Ashby

From Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>
Date Wed 12/3/2025 8:44 AM
To Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>

1 attachment (2 MB)
Allen Field Playground area CLOSED.jpeg;

Hello Molly,
 
Here is a photo for the file as well.
 
Thank you,
 
Mary Daughraty
Ashby
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Outlook

Photo - Ashby

From Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>
Date Wed 12/3/2025 8:44 AM
To Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>

1 attachment (2 MB)
Allen Field Playground area CLOSED.jpeg;

Hello Molly,
 
Here is a photo for the file as well.
 
Thank you,
 
Mary Daughraty
Ashby
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Outlook

Follow up -Docket #c24-019 Allen Filed Playground Ashby

From Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>
Date Wed 12/3/2025 7:11 AM
To Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>

Good morning, Molly,
 
I’m following up regarding the accessible walkway complaint for Allen Field, filed on 11/22/24.
 
We have contacted several companies to obtain quotes for installing rubber matting in the Allen Field
playground; however, we have not been successful in finding a vendor willing to visit the site.
 
Please note that the Allen Field Playground has been closed as of 12/1/2025, and the gate is locked.
The park will remain closed until we are able to secure a quote and funding to construct an accessible
walkway in compliance with AAB requirements.
 
Thank you,
 
Mary Daughraty
Ashby
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Outlook

Follow up -Docket #c24-019 Allen Filed Playground Ashby

From Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>
Date Wed 12/3/2025 7:11 AM
To Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>

Good morning, Molly,
 
I’m following up regarding the accessible walkway complaint for Allen Field, filed on 11/22/24.
 
We have contacted several companies to obtain quotes for installing rubber matting in the Allen Field
playground; however, we have not been successful in finding a vendor willing to visit the site.
 
Please note that the Allen Field Playground has been closed as of 12/1/2025, and the gate is locked.
The park will remain closed until we are able to secure a quote and funding to construct an accessible
walkway in compliance with AAB requirements.
 
Thank you,
 
Mary Daughraty
Ashby
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November 14, 2025 
 

       OML 2025 – 190 
 
 
VIA EMAIL ONLY 
 
Mark R. Reich, Esq. 
KP Law, P.C. 
mreich@k-plaw.com 
 
 
 RE: Open Meeting Law Complaint 
 
Dear Attorney Reich: 
 

This office received a complaint from Patrick McPhee on April 15, 2025,1 alleging that 
the Ashby Selectboard (the “Board”) violated the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §§ 18-25.  
The complaint was originally filed with the Board on or about March 24, and you responded, on 
behalf of the Board, by letter dated April 30.2  The complaint alleges that the Board held 
inaccessible meetings on February 26 and March 12 because Ashby Town Hall, where the Board 
holds its meetings, lacks compliant handicap parking and because the elevator at Town Hall was 
out of service during the March 12 meeting.3 
 

Following our review, we find that the Board violated the Open Meeting Law as alleged.  
In reaching this determination, we reviewed the Open Meeting Law complaint, the Board’s 

1 All dates are in 2025, unless otherwise stated. 
2 We remind the Board that the Open Meeting Law requires that, upon receipt of an Open Meeting Law complaint, 
within 14 business days the public body must meet to review the complaint, respond in writing to the complainant, 
and provide our office with a copy of the complaint and response.  G.L. c. 30A, § 23(b); 940 CMR 29.05(5).  The 
failure to properly respond to an Open Meeting Law complaint is itself a violation of the Open Meeting Law.  See, 
e.g., OML 2024-253 (finding a violation for failure to respond to Open Meeting Law complaints).  If a public body 
needs additional time to respond to a complaint, it may request an extension of time for good cause from our office 
prior to the expiration of the 14 business days.  G.L. c. 30A, § 23(b); 940 CMR 29.05(5).  The complainant provided 
email communications showing he sent the complaint to the Board on March 24; the Board did not respond until our 
office inquired as to the status. 
3 The complaint raises concerns about a series of prolonged elevator outages at Town Hall and notes that the 
elevator was unavailable during previous meetings as well.  We decline to review allegations regarding meetings 
that took place more than 30 days prior to the filing of the complaint.  See G.L. c. 30A, 23(b). 
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response, the complainant’s request for further review of the complaint, additional 
correspondence from the complainant, and a September 23 decision from the Massachusetts 
Architectural Access Board, Docket No. C24-003.  

 
The Open Meeting Law mandates that, unless a lawful executive session has been 

convened, “all meetings of a public body shall be open to the public.”  G.L. c. 30A, § 20(a).  
Access must include the opportunity to be physically present for a meeting that is held in person 
as well as to see and hear what is being discussed by the members of the public body.  See OML 
2014-3; OML 2013-189; OML 2012-66.4  For a meeting to be truly “open to the public,” it must 
be held at a location that is accessible to persons with disabilities.  See G.L. c. 30A, § 20(a); 
OML 2025-3; OML 2023-43; OML 2015-38; OML 2012-49 (meetings of public bodies must be 
held in locations that are compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”)).  Public 
bodies must hold public meetings in locations where both the building and the meeting room are 
accessible.  See 28 C.F.R. § 35.150 (2011); Dep’t of Justice, Americans with Disabilities Act: 
Title II Technical Assistance Manual, at 5.1000 (1993); see also OML 2019-90.  We have 
consistently explained that meetings of public bodies that are held in person must be held in 
locations that are compliant with the ADA and state law, even in the absence of any particular 
request or known accessibility need.  See, e.g., OML 2024-130 (explaining that public body 
violated the Open Meeting Law when meeting was held in a non-ADA compliant location, even 
though there is no evidence any person was unable to attend as a result); OML 2025-3 (same); 
OML 2023-43 (same).5  

 
The Board does not dispute that the elevator was out of service during the March 12 

meeting and that without a working elevator the meeting location was inaccessible to individuals 
with mobility impairments.  The Board also acknowledges that the elevator was out of service 
during several other periods of time in the preceding months.  Instead, the Board explains that to 
address the unreliable elevator service, the Board began offering both in-person and Zoom access 
to its meetings.  The Board has since acknowledged—and we reiterate—that offering a Zoom 
option for a meeting that is otherwise held in person does not obviate the need to hold meetings 
in ADA-compliant locations.   

 
The complaint also alleges that the February 26 meeting was inaccessible because of a 

lack of compliant parking at Town Hall.  On this point, we recommended that the complainant 
pursue a complaint with the Massachusetts Architectural Access Board (AAB) and we advised 
that we would defer to the judgment of the AAB.  On September 23, the AAB issued its decision 
finding violations of Massachusetts building accessibility requirements both as to the elevator 
and the parking at Town Hall.  Therefore, based on that decision, we find that the February 26 
meeting also was insufficiently accessible in violation of the Open Meeting Law. 

 

4 Open Meeting Law determinations may be found at the Attorney General’s website, 
www.mass.gov/ago/openmeeting. 
5 Additional accommodations may be required in certain circumstances.  Title II of the ADA requires that municipal 
services, including public meetings, be made accessible to people with disabilities; therefore, additional reasonable 
accommodations must be provided to people with disabilities upon request. 42 U.S.C. §§ 12131-12165 (1990); 
OML 2014-109; OML 2012-49. 
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Finally, the complainant asserts that because of the accessibility challenges he 
experienced when trying to attend the February 26 and March 12 meetings, he missed or was 
unable to fully participate in public comment during the meetings.  We do not find an additional 
violation of the Open Meeting Law on these grounds.  The Open Meeting Law does not require 
that a public body allow public participation, but rather gives the chair of the public body 
discretion to decide whether to permit public comment during a meeting. See G.L. c. 30A, 
§ 20(g) (“[n]o person shall address a meeting of a public body without permission of the chair,
and all persons shall, at the request of the chair, be silent.”); see also OML 2020-77; OML 2017-
189. Therefore, concerns regarding restrictions or limitations on public comment do not
constitute violations of the Open Meeting Law.

For the reasons stated above, we find that the Board violated the Open Meeting Law by 
holding meetings on February 26 and March 12 that were insufficiently accessible to the public.  
We order the Board’s immediate and future compliance with the Open Meeting Law and caution 
that similar future violations may be considered evidence of an intent to violate the Law.   

We now consider the complaint addressed by this determination to be resolved.  This 
determination does not address any other complaints that may be pending with the Board or with 
our office.  Please feel free to contact our office at (617) 963-2540 if you have any questions 
regarding this letter.    

Sincerely, 

Carrie Benedon 
Assistant Attorney General 
Division of Open Government 

cc: Patrick McPhee (via email: pmcphee@comcast.net) 
Ashby Selectboard (via email: tadministrator@ashbyma.gov) 

• Ashby Town Clerk (via email: tclerk@ashbyma.gov )

This determination was issued pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 23(c).  A public body or any 
member of a body aggrieved by a final order of the Attorney General may obtain judicial 

review through an action filed in Superior Court pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 23(d).  The 
complaint must be filed in Superior Court within twenty-one days of receipt of a final 

order. 
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1

Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Machado, Victor (DPL)
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2025 8:59 AM
To: Patrick McPhee; Joyce, William (DPL)
Cc: Griffin, Molly (DPL); Machado, Victor (DPL)
Subject: RE: Town of Ashby  moving forward
Attachments: C24-003 Complaint Forms 1.pdf; C24-003 Complaint Forms 2.pdf; C24-003 First 

Notice.pdf

Sensitivity: Private

Good morning, Patrick, 
 
Will is OOO, so please see below 
 
Best, 
Victor 
 
Victor Machado 
Compliance OƯicer I 
He/Him/His 
Architectural Access Board 
 
OƯice of Public Safety and Inspections 
Division of Occupational Licensure 
E: victor.machado@mass.gov 
P: (617) 727-0660 
 
1 Federal Street, 6th Floor, Boston, MA 02118 
www.mass.gov/aab 
 
From: Patrick McPhee <pmcphee@comcast.net>  
Sent: Saturday, November 8, 2025 12:49 AM 
To: 'Patrick McPhee' <pmcphee@comcast.net>; Joyce, William (DPL) <William.Joyce@mass.gov> 
Cc: Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>; Machado, Victor (DPL) <Victor.Machado@mass.gov> 
Subject: RE: Town of Ashby moving forward 
Sensitivity: Private 
 

 

School: can you tell me the status? – I have not yet had the opportunity to review the case, but I intend to do so 
shortly. In the meantime, I will defer to Will upon his return. 
Legion: Please send me a copy of letter – The letter was sent on Thursday, November 6. I have forwarded the letter 
and related correspondence in a separate email. 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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Allen: waiting on MOD – The matter is on hold until January 1, 2026, awaiting their proposed construction plan. 
Sidewalk: checking with Will on my added pictures, if a new complaint is needed? – As discussed during our call, Case 
C24-021 was dismissed on August 1, 2025. If the photographs pertain to a different location, a new complaint will be 
required. 
Town Hall: please send me a copy of complaint – Please see attached also included First Notice 
 
What about the other stuff at Allen field, this was in the complaint: Bleachers, parking, Gazebo and Bathroom 
Highway at Allen field Bathroom and parking 
 
 

From: Patrick McPhee [mailto:pmcphee@comcast.net]  
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2025 1:36 PM 
To: 'Joyce, William (DPL)' 
Cc: 'Griffin, Molly (DPL)'; 'Victor.Machado@mass.gov' 
Subject: Town of Ashby School moving forward 
Sensitivity: Private 
 
Please accept this as a request to get Town of Ashby School moving forward. This has been since Mar 2025 
 
Patrick D. McPhee 
56 Heywood Road, Ashby, Ma 01431 
pmcphee@comcast.net 
Cell +1-978-875-0851 
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Machado, Victor (DPL)

From: Patrick McPhee <pmcphee@comcast.net>
Sent: Saturday, November 8, 2025 12:49 AM
To: 'Patrick McPhee'; Joyce, William (DPL)
Cc: Griffin, Molly (DPL); Machado, Victor (DPL)
Subject: RE: Town of Ashby  moving forward

Sensitivity: Private

 

School: can you tell me the status? 
Legion: Please send me a copy of letter 
Allen: waiting on MOD 
Sidewalk: checking with Will on my added pictures, if a new complaint is needed? 
Town Hall: please send me a copy of complaint 
 
What about the other stuff at Allen field, this was in the complaint: Bleachers, parking, Gazebo and Bathroom 
Highway at Allen field Bathroom and parking 
 
 

From: Patrick McPhee [mailto:pmcphee@comcast.net]  
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2025 1:36 PM 
To: 'Joyce, William (DPL)' 
Cc: 'Griffin, Molly (DPL)'; 'Victor.Machado@mass.gov' 
Subject: Town of Ashby School moving forward 
Sensitivity: Private 
 
Please accept this as a request to get Town of Ashby School moving forward. This has been since Mar 2025 
 
Patrick D. McPhee 
56 Heywood Road, Ashby, Ma 01431 
pmcphee@comcast.net 
Cell +1-978-875-0851 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts mail 
system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe.  
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
 
SUFFOLK, ss.  ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD  
 Docket No. C24-019 , V24-210 
____________________________________               
In re       )             
       )             
Allen Field Playground                        ) 
92 Breed Road                            ) 
Ashby          ) 
_______________________________          ) 
 

BOARD DECISION 
 

Procedural History 
 

This decision addresses a complaint before the Architectural Access Board (the 
“Board”) regarding the Allen Field Playground, which is owned by the Town of Ashby (the 
“Petitioner” or the “Town”).  Subsequent to the filing of the Complaint, Petitioner 
submitted an Application for Variance regarding 521 CMR 19.7 (accessible route), 
specifically the route within the playground to each piece of play equipment.  

On December 26, 2023 the Board received a complaint regarding the above-
referenced address, and on November 22, 2024,a First Notice of Violation was sent out.  
On November 25, 2024, the Board received a response from the Town of Ashby, and on 
December 5, 2024, the Board received an Application for Variance.  At the January 13, 2025 
meeting, the Board voted to continue the case and instructed the Town to provide more 
information about the proposed accessible route within the playground and a cut sheet for 
the proposed surface.  On March 4, 2025,  the Board received a response from the Town, 
and at the March 10, 2025 meeting, the Board voted to again continue for a more detailed 
test drawing showing the path and its connection to each piece of play equipment, as well 
as making a finding that the 3/4" base proposed by the Town is not a firm and stable 
surface material an thus not compliant with the Board’s regulations.  On April 18, 2025, a 
Second Notice of Violation was sent out.  During May 2025, the Board received additional 
information from the Complainant, as well as additional information from the Town.  At the 
June 2, 2025 Board meeting, the Board voted to schedule a hearing. Notice was sent to all 
parties on June 9, 2025. 

On September 8, 2025, an Adjudicatory Hearing was held, in accordance with G.L. 
c. 30A, §§ 10 and 11; 801 CMR 1.02 et seq.; and 521 CMR 4.00.1  Complainant Patrick 
McPhee, Ashby Town Administrator Mary Daughraty, Highway Superintendent Steve Nims, 

1 Pursuant to state law, the hearing was held online via the Microsoft Teams platform. 
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and playground volunteer Jessica Martin appeared and testified.  The witnesses were 
sworn in by the Board Chair. The instant decision now memorializes the determinations 
made at that time.  

 
Applicable Laws & Regulations 

 
521 CMR 3.1 requires: “All work performed on public buildings or facilities (see 521 CMR 
5.00: DEFINITIONS), including construction, reconstruction, alterations, remodeling, 
additions, and changes of use shall conform to 521 CMR.”    
 
521 CMR 19.7 mandates: “An accessible route, complying with 521 CMR 20.00: 
ACCESSIBLE ROUTE shall be provided to reach playground equipment and around the 
playground.”  

Exhibits 
 

 The following documentation was entered into evidence:   
 
Exhibit 1: Board Packet AAB 1-205, including the complaint, all correspondence and 

photographs. 
 

Factual Findings 
 

The following findings of fact and conclusions of law are supported by substantial 
evidence, based on the credited testimony of the witnesses, documents admitted into 
evidence and AAB records. G.L. c. 30A, § 11(2), § 14(7). 
 

1) The current surface under the play equipment is woodchips.  Ex. 1, AAB 205.  
2) Certain upgrades were made to this playground during 2022 and 2023.  Ex. 1, AAB 

178; hearing testimony.   
3) The Town most recently proposed to pave under the playground to comply with the 

Board’s regulations.  Hearing testimony; Ex. 1, AAB 14.  
 

Discussion 
 

The Board’s jurisdiction is established pursuant to 521 CMR 3.1: “All work performed 
on public buildings or facilities (see 521 CMR 5.00: DEFINITIONS), including construction, 
reconstruction, alterations, remodeling, additions, and changes of use shall conform to 521 
CMR.”  Petitioner acknowledges the Board’s jurisdiction over this location.   

Complainant began the hearing by describing the alleged noncompliance with Board 
regulations at this location, and noted that it has been almost a year since the complaint 
was filed, with no efforts to rectify noncompliance having been made. Mr. McPhee also 
added that the Town does not prevent individuals from walking through the park during the 
winter closure season, but that there is no accessible route.  Staff reminded participants 
that the hearing was limited to consideration of the playground, because the complaint and 
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the prior correspondence in this case addressed only playground issues.  Executive Director 
William Joyce stated that it is undisputed that the playground has a wood chip ground 
surface without any other materials to construct compliant routes between play elements.  
Wood chips are not stable enough to permit travel by wheelchairs and other accessibility 
devices.  

Town Administrator Mary Daughraty acknowledged that the Town needs to bring the 
ground surface of the playground into compliance, and ensure that there are accessible 
routes between the play elements.  The Town proposes to pave under the playground in 
order to achieve compliance with the Board’s regulations.  Board members and staff advised 
the Town that paving, though it would meet the Board’s regulations, might be a safety 
concern or even violate other applicable design codes, because of the risk of children falling 
onto a hard surface.  Board members recommended that the Town look into semipermanent 
rubber matting which the Board has deemed compliant at other locations.  Ms. Daughraty 
replied that she would investigate the use of mats, but was concerned that it could cost as 
much as $9,000 and need frequent replacing.  She also noted that it is the Town’s policy to 
close access to all of Allen Field from December 1 through April 1 of the following Spring.  
The Town has applied for grant funding from the Massachusetts Office on Disability, but will 
not learn whether it was selected until November 2025.   Because of winter weather, paving 
would be possible during spring 2026 at the earliest.  Ms. Daughraty added that if the Town is 
unable to find funding to achieve compliance, the playground can be closed.   

Jessica Martin, who participated in a recent effort to beautify the park, described 
some of the work recently done at this location.  She explained that additional fibercore bark 
mulch was added, along with a decorative brick walkway around a garden, flowers and a rain 
barrel. In addition, a toddler play structure replaced a sandbox.  The Town was evidently 
incorrectly advised that as long as they did not alter the play structures, they would not need 
to fully comply with the Board’s regulations.   

The Board has now considered the Complaint and Application for Variance, including 
the information provided in the submitted documentation as well as witness testimony.  As 
reflected in the order below, the Board finds that a violation of its regulations occurred, and 
that at this time Petitioner has established that requiring compliance now would result in 
excessive cost without substantial benefit to persons with disabilities.  The Board 
emphasizes that it is not inclined to approve temporary relief beyond the date indicated 
below.  If compliance has not been achieved on the timeline stated, the Town will need to 
amend its variance application and receive the Board’s response before opening the park in 
April 2026.   
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Conclusion and Order 

In light of all of the foregoing, the Board votes as follows: 

- to FIND that a violation of 521 CMR 19 (accessible route) has occurred at this
location; and,

1) to GRANT temporary relief from compliance with 521 CMR 19 (accessible
route) through December 1, 2025 on the CONDITIONS: 1)  that the Town takes
reasonable steps to exclude trespassers from the park from December 1,
2025 to April 1, 2026; and, 2)  the Town provides a status report and plan for
construction, including surface specifications, to the Board by January 2,
2026.

A true copy attest, dated:  September 23, 2025 

ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD 
By: 

Dawn Guarriello, Chair Patricia Mendez, Vice Chair 

Kay Bell, Executive Office of Elder 
Affairs Designee 

Jeffrey Dougan, Massachusetts Office on 
Disability Designee (Recused) 

Pamela Daly, Member Elizabeth Myska, Member 

David Johnson, Member 

Page 4 of 5 

Katie Denis, Member 

Joseph Prochilo, Member(Not Present) 
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A complete administrative record is on file at the office of the Architectural Access Board. 
This constitutes a final order of the Architectural Access Board. In accordance with G.L. c. 30A, 
§14 and G.L. c. 22, §13A, any person aggrieved by this decision may appeal to the Superior 
Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts within thirty (30) days of receipt of this decision. 
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Allen Field Playground V 210Name Docket #

92 Breed Road C 019Address Docket #

Ashby 9/8/2025City Hearing

11:00 AMBldg Type Time of hearing

Complaint's Name

Variance ?Complaint ?

2.6 Maintenance of Access Features: At all times, accessibility features must
be maintained and fully operational. (i.e. access aisles kept clear at all
times, mechanical devices be kept in operating condition, etc).

Jurisdiction:

Building
Permits:

Assessed
Value:

Variances to be addressed:

Complaints to be Addressed:

Petitioner seeks relief from 19.7: An accessible route, complying with 521 CMR 20.00: ACCESSIBLE 
ROUTE shall be provided to reach playground equipment and around the playground.

On December 26, 2023 the Board received a complaint regarding the above referenced address and 
on November 22, 2024 the First Notice was sent out (See AAB 172-205)

On November 25, 2024 the Board received a response from the Town of Ashby and on December 5, 
2024 the Board received an application for variance for the above referenced address and at the 
January 13, 2025 meeting the Board voted to Continue for more information on the proposed 
accessible route layout of the playground and a cut sheet of the proposed surface (See AAB 
102-171 )

On March 4, 2025 the Board received a response from the petitioner and at the March 10, 2025 
meeting the Board voted to Continue for a more detailed test drawing showing the path and its 
connection to each piece of play equipment and Found that 3/4" base is not a firm and stable surface 
material (See AAB 94-101 )

On April 18, 2025 the Second Notice was sent out (See AAB 91-93 )

On May 7, May 10, and May 12,and May 22,  2025 the Board received additional information from the 
complainant as well as additional information from the Town and at the June 2, 2025 Board meeting 
the Board voted to Schedule a hearing. Notice was sent to all parties on June 9, 2025 (See AAB 
2-90 )

24 -

24 -

Plans on file?

Request for continuance?

AAB 65
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AAB Meeting 9/8/2025 2:00 PM
Allen Field

• I am presently seeking your immediate personal intercession to put 
a stop the unlawful disability discrimination; unlawful denial of 
reasonable disability accommodations and unlawful retaliation 
against disability people by the Town of Ashby, in violation of the 
Americans With Disabilities ACT (“ADA”) and MGL CMR 521 and 
Massachusetts anti-discrimination laws and Massachusetts whistle Massachusetts anti-discrimination laws and Massachusetts whistle 
blower laws (I was former Finance Committee). I am hopeful that 
you are the type of fair-minded committee who would not allow 
such negative action against a disabled residents of Town of Ashby. 

• If the AAB requires the Town Of Ashby to add in a playground 
walkway for the H/C children. In a public meeting the TA said the 
Town will need to shut down Allen Field because of Mr. McPhee’s
AAB complaint.
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I am a Disabled American Veteran, since 1984, with metal in 3 limbs. I have a service 
dog and accommodations at the request of the VA. 

I have been and am still presently a life time member of the DAV: Disabled 
American Veterans since 2003

DAV Chaplain, DAV Veteran Service Officer 

I have been and am still presently a life time member of the American Legion 
since 2012 

My request for ADA accommodations has been on file with the town of Ashby 
since 2013 and 2022. The documentation has been provided by the VA.since 2013 and 2022. The documentation has been provided by the VA.

The Town required against laws a letter for the service dog. 
The VA provided a letter for a Service Dog in Jul 11, 2023

Since my knee in 2013 no ADA modification to the Grange Hall, School, 
Playground Parks department (Allen Field, School Play ground, Motor cross bike 

paths and Hockey skating), Old Fire Station, Common Church(Town owned), 
Crosswalks, Sidewalks and Highway Building.
Except recently and what the AAB required. 
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1. I received the invoices from the Town Account on the Building Maintenance  

Allen field 
No permit for electric service (Insurance claim from Storm) $65,993.42
No permit for tree cutting 
No Permit for playground 
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Town can spend $12,530 security system for HW/Allen 
field, but will not spend on HC access to playground. 

As of the Town Accountant General Ledger for Allen field 5/12/2025 @ 
8:49:47 AM the account had a balance of $31,523.81 balance for Allen field. 
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Town Account said they could pull the 
invoices to match to building, same as 

I did. 
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Town June 11, no 
permits. 

I also donated
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No H/C Access
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1. The Ashby Highway septic project never made it far enough to receive approval from the 
Ashby Board of Health. The engineer submitted plans to the Nashoba BOH office on 
2/1/2022. The plans were reviewed by me, and a comment letter was sent to the engineer 
2/24/2022. The engineer then provided a signed plan from the Ashby conservation and 
asked for the comments to be re-sent on 7/21/2022, which I did. No revised plans were 
ever received back by this office. The plan was never brought before the Ashby Board of 
Health for their consideration

2. Wells are approved by the Nashoba BOH office, unless variances are required

Rick Metcalf, R.S.
District Sanitarian
Nashoba Associated Boards of HealthNashoba Associated Boards of Health

1. Town was to cap the well at Allen field, after 
disconnecting the HW from Allen field, because of 
quality. They had 5 gal of water for the HW.  But 
they added a new water spigot outside Allen field
shed. 

Allen field water is YELLOW.
No Permit
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Highway
HW only permit is office for $9800 K 

HW ARPA Funds HW ARPA Funds 
HW septic not approved from BoH and well approved by BoH $30k in 

ARPA funds 
HW Bathroom and office for $39k in ARPA funds  “No Permit for 

Bathroom, so no H/C access”
HW $25,000. Salt shed (ARPA)  “NO PERMIT”
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Highway Salt shed No permit
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Town of Ashby Town Common Gazebo 
• Town of Ashby, Massachusetts

secured in this year’s state budget:

• $15,000 for repairs to the 
Bandstand on the Town Common.

• AAB Andrew said this will require 
access via 521 CMR 

• Same for ALLEN Field Gazebo (they • Same for ALLEN Field Gazebo (they 
got over $75,000)
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Occupational Licensure

Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Architectural Access Board

1 Federal St., 6th Floor
Boston, Massachusetts  02118

LAYLA R. D’EMILIA
UNDERSECRETARY OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS AND BUSINESS REGULATION

SARAH R. WILKINSON
COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE

MAURA HEALEY
GOVERNOR

KIM DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

YVONNE HAO
SECRETARY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE

OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

SECOND AMENDED NOTICE OF ACTION

RE: Allen Field Playground , 92 Breed Road Ashby

May 22, 2025
June 2, 2025

Date: June 6, 2025

Local Building Inspector
Local Disability Commission

Independent Living Center

cc:

.

Chairperson
ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Any person aggrieved by the above decision may request an adjudicatory hearing before the Board within
30 days of receipt of this decision by filing the attached request for an adjudicatory hearing. If after 30

days, a request for an adjudicatory hearing is not received, the above decision becomes a final decision and
the appeal process is through Superior Court.

21024

PLEASE NOTE: All documentation (written and visual) verifying that the conditions of the variance
have been met must be submitted to the AAB Office as soon as the required work is completed.

,

Docket Number V

The additional documents were reviewed by the Board on
On the Architectural Access Board received an additional submission from Petitioner

At that meeting, the Board

19.7 SCHEDULE a hearing for this request.  See attached Notice of Hearing.

# Section Result

1

.
voted as follows:
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VARIANCE HEARING

  

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Occupational Licensure

Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Architectural Access Board

1 Federal St., 6th Floor
Boston, Massachusetts  02118

LAYLA R. D’EMILIA
UNDERSECRETARY OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS AND BUSINESS REGULATION

SARAH R. WILKINSON
COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE

MAURA HEALEY
GOVERNOR

KIM DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

YVONNE HAO
SECRETARY,EXECUTIVE OFFICE

OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

RE: Allen Field Playground , 92 Breed Road, Ashby

You are hereby notified that an informal adjudicatory hearing before the Architectural Access
Board has been scheduled for you to appear on Monday, September 8, 2025

Mary Daughraty
19.7

This hearing will be conducted in accordance with the procedures set forth in M.G.L., c. 30A, and
801 CMR 1.02, the Informal/Fair Hearings Rules. At the hearing, each party may be represented by
counsel, may present evidence and may cross examine opposing witnesses.

ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Date: June 9, 2025

Independent Living Center
Local Building Inspector

Local Disability Commission

cc:

at 11:00 AM

Chairperson

or substitution of the following Rules and Regulations:
A copy of the request is available for public inspection during regular business hours.

You should be aware that the burden of proof is upon the applicant requesting a variance  to prove
that compliance is either:  1. technologically infeasible or; 2.  the cost of compliance is excessive
without substantial benefit to a person with a disability.

This hearing is upon an application for variance filed by: for modification of

PLEASE NOTE: Requests for the continuance of a hearing must be received no later than fourteen
(14) days prior to the scheduled hearing date. Continuances are granted at the Board’s
discretion only.

21024Docket Number V

Remote meeting information will be sent out prior to the hearing date.
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VARIANCE HEARING

  

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Occupational Licensure

Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Architectural Access Board

1 Federal St., 6th Floor
Boston, Massachusetts  02118

LAYLA R. D’EMILIA
UNDERSECRETARY OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS AND BUSINESS REGULATION

SARAH R. WILKINSON
COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE

MAURA HEALEY
GOVERNOR

KIM DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

YVONNE HAO
SECRETARY,EXECUTIVE OFFICE

OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

RE: Allen Field Playground , 92 Breen Road, Ashby

You are hereby notified that an informal adjudicatory hearing before the Architectural Access
Board has been scheduled for you to appear on Monday, September 8, 2025

Mary Daughraty
19.7

This hearing will be conducted in accordance with the procedures set forth in M.G.L., c. 30A, and
801 CMR 1.02, the Informal/Fair Hearings Rules. At the hearing, each party may be represented by
counsel, may present evidence and may cross examine opposing witnesses.

ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Date: June 9, 2025

Independent Living Center
Local Building Inspector

Local Disability Commission

cc:

at 11:00 AM

Chairperson

or substitution of the following Rules and Regulations:
A copy of the request is available for public inspection during regular business hours.

You should be aware that the burden of proof is upon the applicant requesting a variance  to prove
that compliance is either:  1. technologically infeasible or; 2.  the cost of compliance is excessive
without substantial benefit to a person with a disability.

This hearing is upon an application for variance filed by: for modification of

PLEASE NOTE: Requests for the continuance of a hearing must be received no later than fourteen
(14) days prior to the scheduled hearing date. Continuances are granted at the Board’s
discretion only.

21024Docket Number V

Remote meeting information will be sent out prior to the hearing date.
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RECIPIENT:

Ashby Highway Department
895 Main Street
Ashby, Massachusetts 01431

SERVICE ADDRESS:

Allen Field
790 West Road
Ashby, Massachusetts 01431

Quote #24695

Sent on 05/22/2025

Total $21,520.00

Product/Service Description Qty. Total

Commercial Paving Quote to excavate fill, add gravel, grade and pave walkway (1040
SF) as noted below and on attached picture.

Note Job must be completed by end of June due to price
increase.

Excavate area identified and dispose of materials off-site (area
1040 SF).

Supply and install up to 9 inches of processed gravel in proposed
area (area 1040 SF).

Fine grade, compact and layout proposed area (area   1040 SF).

Supply and install a bituminous asphalt binder course at 3 inches
compacted in the proposed area (area 1040  SF).

(Note: If any additional gravel above and beyond specified amount
is required, an additional cost of $20/ton along with additional
trucking, excavation and installation fees will be applicable.)

1 $21,520.00

Total $21,520.00

This quote is valid for the next 15 days, the quote price is valid for first available schedule date, after which values may be
subject to change. The price is based on one mobilization. We do require a 30% deposit for all paving jobs  prior to the services
being rendered.  We do accept Visa, MasterCard and Discover. A 3.5% fee is charged for all credit card purchases. 20% of the
deposit is retained for jobs canceled within 21 days of the schedule date. A finance charge of 2.5% per month will be charged
on all accounts over 30 days past due.  Also, legal fees will be added if it is necessary to submit the account to an attorney for
collection. Customers will be charged for police detail fees if this service is required.  Customers  are also responsible for
applying for a New Hampshire DOT driveway permit if they reside on a state road.  Any deviations from above specifications
will become an extra charge over and above the estimate.  Loam and landscaping to be completed by property owner unless
agreed upon in contract. M Shattuck Paving is not responsible for any damage done to anything underground that is not
marked by Dig Safe including but not limited to piping, wiring, drainage & irrigation systems when excavating.  M Shattuck
Paving is not responsible for Surface Areas with less then 2% pitch, or for any sub-base gravel that others have prepared.  The
pitch and the structural foundation are not warrantied on overlay installments.  M Shattuck Paving will not be responsible for
cold weather paving, frozen gravels and/or final appearance of paved area(s). By accepting this proposal above named
understands that if payment is not rendered to M Shattuck Paving within a 30 day grace period, a mechanics and or payment
lien will be attached to above project.

1 of 2 pages

Shattuck Paving
188 Elm Street, Suite 3
Milford, NH 03055
603-654-5695
shattuckpave@gmail.com  |  shattuckpaving.com
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Signature: _____________________      Date: _____________

2 of 2 pages

Shattuck Paving
188 Elm Street, Suite 3
Milford, NH 03055
603-654-5695
shattuckpave@gmail.com  |  shattuckpaving.com
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ashby_selectboard_meeting_may_7,_2025 (1080p).mp4 

[00:00:02] Speaker1: Ready to go. 
 
[00:00:05] Speaker2: All right. Good evening everybody. Welcome to the board of 
Selectmen's meeting for Wednesday, May 7th, 2025. Call the meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m.. Just so everybody knows, this meeting is being recorded by Peg Access Studio. Is 
there anyone in attendance tonight or on zoom that is audio or videotaping this 
meeting? Seeing none. Okay. Number two, we will vote to reorganize the board. We do 
need a chair. We need a clerk. And the last person will be the member. 
 
[00:00:52] Speaker3: I make a motion for David Nadeau to be chair. Of the Board of 
Selectmen or Select Board. 
 
[00:01:01] Speaker1: I'll second that. 
 
[00:01:03] Speaker2: Motion made by Mr. Lasorsa for me to be the chair seconded by 
Miss Callan. All in favor with your name? 
 
[00:01:10] Speaker3: Paul, I. 
 
[00:01:11] Speaker2: Jessie, I will abstain. Thank you. I appreciate that. We do need a 
clerk. I will make a motion to make Miss Callan the clerk. 
 
[00:01:24] Speaker3: Of. 
 
[00:01:25] Speaker2: The board. 
 
[00:01:26] Speaker3: Second. 
 
[00:01:27] Speaker2: Motion made by myself, seconded by Mr. Lasorsa. All in favor 
with your name, please? 
 
[00:01:32] Speaker3: Paul, I. 
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[00:01:34] Speaker2: David, I. 
 
[00:01:36] Speaker1: Do I abstain from. You don't have. Okay. I can happy to help. I will 
abstain. Thank you. 
 
[00:01:45] Speaker2: Okay. All right. That brings us to the public comment section. We 
will start the public comment section. If you would like to speak, I ask that you identify 
yourself with your name and address. You will then have a total of three minutes to 
address the board. The total time for the public comment section is 15 minutes. So is 
there anybody that would like to speak that is in person this evening? Mr. McPhee? 
 
[00:02:12] Speaker1:  
 
[00:02:17] Speaker4: Well, first on the agenda my understanding. 
 
[00:02:20] Speaker1: Name and address, please. 
 
[00:02:21] Speaker4: Patrick Haywood road. My understanding is, prior to Mike 
McCallum, every year the chairperson rotated. So this is this is something that we're 
following Mike McCallum on, and it's not a very good practice. It's so that you have 
equal like, you have very, very intelligent over there. I would have loved to have seen 
you take the position. And you're very you're very detail. It didn't happen, but that's 
normally how it's done. And that had always been the way it was done in the past. So 
just so you know the second thing is I see on there about the school. Okay. I'm really 
concerned about what this discussion of changing the criteria of the school to Council of 
Aging in the middle of it. Because if that happens, you change the usage. And we can 
never bring a school back there without completely renovating it again. That's in your 
executive session. The second part of that executive session also is if you do do that, 
change it to any other thing besides a school, even for lunches, dinners, breakfast, 
whatever. You've changed the criteria, which means it has to come up to $5 million 
worth of work because that's what it was estimated at before. Just so you all know. And 
that's a concern. 
 
[00:03:39] Speaker4: And that's what we got to look at. The second part of this is you 
guys are going to be covering the violations by the architecture board. The architecture 
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board? The sign was taken down. The handicapped sign was taken down at the Legion 
almost a month ago, and it hasn't gone back up. They they they they, they raised that 
problem in question before. And the issue was the town said, you can't call the police 
when someone's parking there. You can't call the police. The board agreed with 
because there's no sign, there's no enforcement. So the sign being down for a month is 
showing that you're not paying attention to the architectural board at all, and they are 
concerned about that. Along with all the other stuff that's going on, it's just taking way 
too long, basically, to give you a perfect example, since the hearing, if they decide to 
impose the fines at the end of next month, you are at $685,000 because you're not 
addressing these quick. You're the slowest town ever. Okay, so that's a concern just on 
one building. And so you have to really look at this stuff. And if you've got a release on 
any of this stuff, you would have gotten a letter of release to everybody. 
 
[00:04:50] Speaker4: You have not received any releases whatsoever that you have 
complied with anything to the fullest of the board. When that happens, you will get a 
letter. Okay. And they won't give that until until the project is done. And that goes for 
the. And the attorney even said at the meeting annual town meeting. The the elevator is 
an issue for the meetings here. The parking is an issue handicap because you have one 
employee that's always taking the slot. You're supposed to have two. And so you have 
to pay attention to that stuff. And he had a discussion with me. He says I'm right. And 
the OML is right about looking at that. So those are things that, you know, even your 
own attorneys are saying now. So you need to pay attention. I did raise I've only been 
doing this for, what, a year? Why do I have more knowledge than people that have 30 
years of municipal municipality experience is concerning to me. Okay. I'm only doing 
this one year, and that's very concerning that I know the Ada and the OML laws and 
public records law better than anybody. And that's concerning. So I'll leave it at that. 
Okay. 
 
[00:06:06] Speaker5: Thank you. Okay. 
 
[00:06:15] Speaker2: Is there anybody else in attendance that would like to speak? 
Excuse me. Is there anybody else in attendance in the town hall that would like to 
speak? Okay. Seeing none. Anybody on zoom that would like to speak, Mr. Cronin? 
Yes, sir. Hold on one second, sir. We're trying to. You can unmute. There you go. 
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[00:06:48] Speaker6: Okay. I just want to real quick. 
 
[00:06:51] Speaker1: Name and address. 
 
[00:06:53] Speaker6: John. What? 
 
[00:06:55] Speaker1: Name and address, please. 
 
[00:06:58] Speaker6: John Cronin, 649 Main Street. 
 
[00:07:01] Speaker7: Thank you. 
 
[00:07:02] Speaker6: I just want to bring into the record the horrendous turnout on May 
3rd for the town meeting. It's been commented to me by somebody who knows that this 
was probably the lowest turnout maybe in town history. To have 6.8%. Of the voters 
come out on a Saturday morning. I could just imagine how many would turn out on a 
Thursday evening. We have to do something. Or basically we have a town of registered 
voters who don't care what happened. And there is no. Then there is no checks and 
balances at all. But. But it's a real disgrace. If you were to present that to a civics class, 
either over in high school or even in our own grammar school, and try to explain to them 
that they would they would look at you in disbelief. But I think it's just terrible. Thank 
you. 
 
[00:08:27] Speaker1: Thank you. 
 
[00:08:28] Speaker7: Thank you. 
 
[00:08:33] Speaker2: Is there anybody else on zoom that would like to speak? You can 
raise your hand or turn your video on. Wave your hand. 
 
[00:08:43] Speaker7: Okay. 
 
[00:08:44] Speaker2: Seeing none. None in attendance. Okay. We will move on. That 
will close the public comment section. Item four is the payroll and payroll warrant W25 
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£0.22. This is available for review in the town administrator's office. Except a motion for 
the payroll warrant, please. 
 
[00:09:05] Speaker1: I will move to approve payroll warrant W 2520 £0.02 in the 
amount of $74,562.07. 
 
[00:09:15] Speaker3: Second. 
 
[00:09:16] Speaker2: Okay. Motion made and seconded. All in favor with your name, 
please? 
 
[00:09:20] Speaker3: Paul I. 
 
[00:09:21] Speaker1: Jesse. 
 
[00:09:22] Speaker2: David, I. It is unanimous. Item five. Vendor warrant. W25. Dash 
22. This is also available for review in the town administrator's office. 
 
[00:09:37] Speaker1: I move to approve vendor warrant W25 22. In the amount of 
$1,412,040 or no. Am I doing that right? Yeah. You're good. There we go. $0.61. Of 
which $1,316,153.50 is for the North Middlesex Regional School District. Assessment. 
 
[00:09:58] Speaker7: Okay. 
 
[00:09:59] Speaker2: Motion on the floor. 
 
[00:10:00] Speaker3: Second. 
 
[00:10:01] Speaker2: Seconded by Mr. Lasorsa. Any further discussion on that? Seeing 
none. All in favor with your name, please? 
 
[00:10:08] Speaker3: Paul, I. 
 
[00:10:09] Speaker1: Jess. I. 
 

AAB 110



[00:10:10] Speaker2: David. I. It is unanimous. Okay. A couple of sets of meeting 
minutes to approve. We have four, nine, 20, 25, 423 of 2025 and executive session 430 
of 2025. These are also available for review in the town administrator's office. 
 
[00:10:29] Speaker1: Great. I will move to approve the minutes of four, nine, 2025, 423, 
2025 and executive session 430 2025 as written. 
 
[00:10:39] Speaker7: Okay. 
 
[00:10:40] Speaker2: Motion on the floor by Miss Callan. I will second that. Sorry. 
 
[00:10:45] Speaker1: Maybe let's break them up. So I'm going to change motion. So I 
move to approve the minutes of four, nine, 2025 and 423, 2025 as written. You were not 
there for those, so we'll do those separate. 
 
[00:11:00] Speaker7: Okay. 
 
[00:11:01] Speaker2: I will second that. So motion made by Miss Callaghan. I 
seconded. All in favor with your name? 
 
[00:11:07] Speaker1: Jesse. 
 
[00:11:07] Speaker2: David. Aye. It's unanimous. Executive session 430 2025. 
 
[00:11:11] Speaker1: Do you want to let him abstain? Do we need to? 
 
[00:11:15] Speaker2: Did you want to abstain or vote? 
 
[00:11:19] Speaker3: No. 
 
[00:11:19] Speaker7: Okay. 
 
[00:11:21] Speaker3: Okay. 
 
[00:11:21] Speaker7: Okay. All right. 
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[00:11:23] Speaker2: So executive session minutes 430 2025. 
 
[00:11:27] Speaker1: Great. I moved to approve the executive session. 430 2020 five 
minutes as written. 
 
[00:11:34] Speaker2: Motion on the floor for the executive session. Minutes 430 2025 
as written. 
 
[00:11:39] Speaker3: Second. 
 
[00:11:40] Speaker2: Seconded by Mr. Lasorsa. Any further discussion? Seeing none. 
All in favor with your name, please? 
 
[00:11:47] Speaker3: Paul, I. 
 
[00:11:48] Speaker1: Jess. I. 
 
[00:11:49] Speaker2: David. I. It is unanimous. Item seven review select board 
determination from 430 2025 executive Session. This was the review of the two one 
2024 Executive Session minutes. I want to make the. This is just informing the public. 
That's correct. No motion. So I'm going to inform the public that the board voted to keep 
the minutes of two one 2024 as redacted due to attorney client privilege. So those 
minutes are redacted and won't be released unredacted. Item eight vote to appoint 
Deborah Pillsbury to the Council on Aging, effective four, ten, 2025 to 630 2025. Just so 
everybody knows, she is filling a vacancy and will be reappointed for the full term at the 
end of June. 
 
[00:12:49] Speaker1: Great. I move to appoint Deborah Pillsbury to the Council on 
Aging effective for ten, 2025 to June 30th, 2025. 
 
[00:12:58] Speaker2: Perfect. Motion by Miss Cowan. 
 
[00:13:00] Speaker3: Second. 
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[00:13:01] Speaker2: Seconded by Mr. Lasorsa. All in favor with your name, please? 
 
[00:13:05] Speaker3: Paul. I. 
 
[00:13:06] Speaker1: Jess. I. 
 
[00:13:07] Speaker2: David. I. It is unanimous. Item nine vote to appoint Kate Stacey to 
the combined treasurer and collector position, effective five seven, 2025, per the annual 
town election. Votes. 
 
[00:13:34] Speaker1: I move to appoint Kate Stacey to the combined position of 
treasurer collector effective May 7th, 2025, for the annual Town Meeting vote on April 
28th, 2025. 
 
[00:13:46] Speaker2: There is a motion on the floor by Miss Cowan for the appointment 
of Kate Stacy, second seconded by Mr. Lasorsa. Any further discussion? Seeing none. 
All in favor with your name, please? 
 
[00:13:56] Speaker3: Paul, I. 
 
[00:13:57] Speaker1: Jess. I. 
 
[00:13:58] Speaker2: David. I. It is unanimous. I just want to go back. Deborah 
pillsbury, thank you for joining the Council on Aging. I appreciate your service to the 
town. I should have said that earlier, and I forgot. 
 
[00:14:12] Speaker8: Well, said. 
 
[00:14:13] Speaker2: It also, Kate. Stacy. Congratulations on your appointment. Item 
ten. Discussion regarding changes to insurance. This is in lieu of. For non-union 
employees. Votes may be taken. Town administrator. 
 
[00:14:29] Speaker9: Yes. We have this discussion previously during our budget talks 
from January, February and March. I've been working with the treasurer. We will be 
sending out notices to the employees. So we wanted the board to vote on the in lieu of 
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publicly. So we do have the new rates. Besides the union, the new employee rates are 
8020. Anybody hired after seven, 120, 25 will be 7030. And we recommended the in lieu 
of to be $1,500 for this year. So we just we needed a vote on that so we could make the 
memo and notice with the insurance company, the treasurer collector, and get it out to 
the employees and, and advance notice so they can plan accordingly. 
 
[00:15:09] Speaker2: Okay. And this is currently budgeted at the 1500 that is voted on. 
 
[00:15:14] Speaker9: Yes. 
 
[00:15:15] Speaker2: Okay. Any discussion from the board regarding this? I know, 
Paul, you weren't on the board at the time when these talks took place. So if you had 
any input. 
 
[00:15:26] Speaker3: So we so we only have funding for what we're proposing to give 
them. 
 
[00:15:32] Speaker9: Yes. We had to make cuts in the budget. And you know, we 
adjusted the insurance rates to because we had such a large increase as many towns 
did. It was between 14 and 16%. So we looked at all the insurance as a whole. This was 
in the lieu of and taking insurances. Because we had made an increase to the other 
employees, we felt that that should be reduced if not removed. So I think they the board 
reduced it to 1500. 
 
[00:15:57] Speaker3: Okay. So they're getting they're getting a sum of money, a stipend 
not to take town insurance right now. 
 
[00:16:03] Speaker9: That's correct. It's just a handful less than a handful of people. 
 
[00:16:06] Speaker3: And the okay. So the town employees non-union are taking at, 
what, a 10%? It's it's 8020 instead of 9010. Correct. Okay. So and this is what they were 
getting. The people that don't have insurance were only getting five grand. People that. 
 
[00:16:26] Speaker2: Did not take the insurance. 
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[00:16:28] Speaker3: Were getting. 
 
[00:16:29] Speaker2: $5,000. 
 
[00:16:30] Speaker3: Stipend. So we only have money to drop it down to 1500 1500. 
Okay. 
 
[00:16:38] Speaker1: And we did it. How many people? I believe it's a very small 
number who take the in lieu of. 
 
[00:16:45] Speaker9: Yeah. Because there's only a few people that are allowed to be 
on. Most of our employees are part time, so they're not eligible for the health insurance. 
So it's just a handful of a small amount that take it. There's one that's part of the union. 
So unfortunately that can't be changed because it was written into the union that way, 
the contract agreement. 
 
[00:17:04] Speaker1: And we have around ten who take the insurance. 
 
[00:17:07] Speaker9: We have just over I think it's 15, almost 16. 
 
[00:17:10] Speaker1: 16. I just have to say, I know that this is a really challenging 
subject. I know that it is not ideal. I think that it's really difficult, especially with that 
number looking at the 15, 16 with the insurance, but also the cost to the town and 
unfortunately what we can afford. And it it was just something that we couldn't afford for 
a small number. It was very difficult conversation And it's it's not ideal. I mean, I think 
that across the board we're seeing people's insurance rates go up. I know mine just 
went up 14% with no compensation rate change. I think we're lucky to be able to budget 
in salary increases this year. Right. I think that was 2%. 
 
[00:17:54] Speaker9: Two and a. 
 
[00:17:55] Speaker1: Half, 2.5%. Thank you. All my numbers are jumbled now after the 
meeting. So I think that we I think that that was a good, you know, trade off with how we 
have balanced the budget to be able to afford that and to prioritize compensating our 
staff because they are working very bare bones. I hope that everyone knows that it is 
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extremely bare bones. And they're working very, very hard. I think that when it comes to 
the in lieu of, I think that N was at the short term disability that we also offer is not a very 
common practice to have both either. It's very costly. 
 
[00:18:34] Speaker9: Exactly. Yep. 
 
[00:18:35] Speaker1: Yeah. So I don't have anything much more. Besides, it was 
incredibly difficult and unfortunate. 
 
[00:18:43] Speaker3: When will this take effect? For the next fiscal year. 
 
[00:18:46] Speaker9: It'll be July 1st. 
 
[00:18:48] Speaker3: Okay. 
 
[00:18:49] Speaker2: So the people that. So they've already received their $5,000 in 
lieu of. 
 
[00:18:53] Speaker9: Last July. 
 
[00:18:54] Speaker2: Last July. Okay. It comes in a one time payment. 
 
[00:18:57] Speaker9: I believe. 
 
[00:18:57] Speaker2: So. Okay. I agree with you. It's not an easy decision. I think this 
was put in place many years ago under another select board. And I think it was to deter 
people from taking the insurance was my guess. I don't know exactly why it was 
enacted. But costs are going up, and. We're not getting rid of it. Totally. It's not a zero. 
So there are getting something. There is a $1,500 payment that they are going to 
receive for not taking the insurance. And like you said, we are bare bones right now. We 
are. This is it. This is as thin as we can get right now. I think And the number was 1500. 
 
[00:20:04] Speaker9: And I guess that's spread out over 26 payments. So it's on each. 
 
[00:20:08] Speaker2: Each. 
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[00:20:08] Speaker9: Paycheck. Okay. 
 
[00:20:09] Speaker10: Thank you for clarifying that. 
 
[00:20:19] Speaker2: And it's already in the. But this is what we planned for the budget, 
right? 
 
[00:20:25] Speaker1: Yeah. 
 
[00:20:26] Speaker2: We voted on the budget. 
 
[00:20:28] Speaker9: Correct. 
 
[00:20:29] Speaker2: The town voted on the budget. Excuse me? The town voted on 
the budget. 
 
[00:20:31] Speaker5: Yeah. Yep. 
 
[00:20:33] Speaker2: So I am in favor of the $1,500 in lieu of 
 
[00:20:50] Speaker3: So that's all we have. That's all we have? 
 
[00:20:52] Speaker2: Yeah, it's it's not easy. And I, I know there's some employees that 
are are upset by it. And they have reached out to us and I understand and I feel it, I, I 
understand but I think this is something the town needs to do. Because we have to cut 
some back of our costs. We're not getting a lot of revenue back into town. We're a 
bedroom community. So I make a motion that we reduce the in lieu of benefits to 
$1,500. And that would be for the employees, the non-union employees that do not take 
the insurance. They'll receive $1,500 over 26 weeks. Payments, payments. I think that 
covers it. 
 
[00:21:42] Speaker9: For fiscal 20. 
 
[00:21:43] Speaker2: For fiscal 26, there's a motion on the floor by myself. 
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[00:21:47] Speaker1: I'll second. 
 
[00:21:48] Speaker2: Motion by myself. Seconded by Miss Callan. All in favor? What's 
your name? 
 
[00:21:52] Speaker3: Paul, I. 
 
[00:21:53] Speaker1: Jesse. 
 
[00:21:54] Speaker2: David, I it's unanimous. 
 
[00:21:57] Speaker1: I do want to just say, I think that this, like I said, is very 
unfortunate and was very challenging to come up with, but I think we were trying to do 
whatever we could for the entire town. And I think that it's really difficult when those 
decisions affect a cohort of our town and a the heartbeat, essentially of our town. Who's 
doing the work? So I'm, I'm sorry for the changes. I think that we were really trying to 
aim to not have to require an override just to cover the schools and our operating costs. 
And so I'm I'm grateful we did it and hopeful that we can be more creative with next 
year. So we don't have to go through this in any other way. 
 
[00:22:37] Speaker2: Very nice. Nicely said. Okay. Okay. To move on. Yep. Okay. All 
right. Item 11. Discussion regarding community feedback. Ashby recycling and transfer. 
Station master's permit fee and bag sticker costs. Would you? Yes. Mary, could you 
bring up another chair, please? Oh, yeah. Thank you. Sorry. 
 
[00:23:11] Speaker11: Are you here for the meeting? 
 
[00:23:12] Speaker2: Originally, when we talked about this. I don't know if. 
 
[00:23:14] Speaker3: You were in the audience. Yes. 
 
[00:23:17] Speaker12: All right. 
 
[00:23:18] Speaker1: We're. Kathy is now. He's where he was. 
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[00:23:20] Speaker2: Oh. 
 
[00:23:20] Speaker11: Was it really? Oh. 
 
[00:23:21] Speaker12: Yeah. He's got a good memory. 
 
[00:23:24] Speaker2: Good evening. 
 
[00:23:24] Speaker11: Good evening. 
 
[00:23:27] Speaker2: We'll start with you guys. Do you have any? 
 
[00:23:31] Speaker13: Okay. I think the only comment I would make is the agenda item 
includes bag sticker costs. And we have not been advocating for bag sticker. 
 
[00:23:41] Speaker2: Okay. You guys are not advocating for that. Okay. 
 
[00:23:45] Speaker13: Because that would present a lot more work for the staff at the 
transfer station. Okay. We have only been talking about the annual sticker. 
 
[00:23:55] Speaker1: That's great to know your feedback on the sticker cost. 
 
[00:23:59] Speaker13: So that's our feedback on your agenda. Otherwise, I think since 
we were here on April 9th, we we did attend a meeting with the Master's Touch to talk 
about the grant some more. 
 
[00:24:15] Speaker14: Lift your voice up just a little bit for the public. 
 
[00:24:18] Speaker13: Then people will actually hear me. 
 
[00:24:20] Speaker2: For people in the room. 
 
[00:24:21] Speaker13: Or in the room. Okie doke. Thank you. Yeah. Sorry. So we were 
here before you on April 9th, and a week after that, we had Brendan and I met with the 
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master's to talk about the RDP grant opportunities. And they were a little bit more 
positive than we we hoped. And there are some things, like I told you, that we would 
need to do. I believe I sent that to you. 
 
[00:24:45] Speaker2: You did? 
 
[00:24:46] Speaker13: Yes. And hopefully because I only have an email for for you and 
and you. So I hope it gets forwarded. 
 
[00:24:52] Speaker14: Did we forward that? 
 
[00:24:54] Speaker1: I didn't see that. 
 
[00:24:54] Speaker2: I don't think we forwarded. 
 
[00:24:55] Speaker14: It. 
 
[00:24:56] Speaker13: Because I have sent it to you. Miss Cowan's email address with 
the town and it bounces. 
 
[00:25:03] Speaker1: Interesting J. 
 
[00:25:05] Speaker13: I just used the one with the expense reports get sent out. So I 
presume that one was correct, but I can double check it. 
 
[00:25:13] Speaker14: Oh. 
 
[00:25:16] Speaker13: I had done Doug Doug's as well. Pardon? 
 
[00:25:20] Speaker15: Like a Verizon or Verizon? 
 
[00:25:22] Speaker13: Yes. I'm sending from. Not from my other. Other work. Other. I'll 
double check that. Jessica. 
 
[00:25:30] Speaker14: Do you have it. 
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[00:25:32] Speaker2: On your desktop right now? Could you print a copy? 
 
[00:25:34] Speaker10: Okay. Yep. 
 
[00:25:35] Speaker1: Or if you just have your email on your phone, just forward it and I. 
 
[00:25:37] Speaker11: Can pull it up. 
 
[00:25:38] Speaker10: Okay. 
 
[00:25:39] Speaker11: Thank you. I don't. 
 
[00:25:40] Speaker9: Have my phone. 
 
[00:25:40] Speaker11: With me. Oh, sorry. 
 
[00:25:43] Speaker13: Well, magically, I have a laptop right here. I can, I can anyway, 
that the opportunity was for up to 18 points. Yes. And some of the action, like Brendan, 
has already created the Facebook page. 
 
[00:26:01] Speaker14: Well done. Brendan. 
 
[00:26:02] Speaker13: And so that he and I are both administrators on it. And so we 
can do some of the sharing that is required to get some of those points to share. 
Recycle smart information. The last expense report that I got so before the one you just 
did was 29,082, which is still less than the revenue that we had, which was only up to 
March was, which was 30,738. So when the next one comes out, it will be a month's 
worth more. So I think we're still running at a good rate. Brendan's doing a great job. So 
otherwise everyone, all 50 people or so. They came to town, meeting voted on the 
special town meeting warrant to add some money. And actually, I wanted to wondered 
what that was for, but that's fine. It's probably 3000 just allocated to make sure we make 
it to cover. 
 
[00:27:07] Speaker14: Yes, that is correct. Yep. 
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[00:27:09] Speaker13: Yep. And so that brings us to our meeting tonight. And here we 
are. 
 
[00:27:13] Speaker14: Okay. 
 
[00:27:14] Speaker13: Do you, do you already have citizen feedback that we need to 
respond to? 
 
[00:27:21] Speaker2:  
 
[00:27:23] Speaker14: So I. 
 
[00:27:24] Speaker2: Talked to two people that were on my street, and they are not in 
favor of this sticker going on a. 
 
[00:27:29] Speaker14: Bag. 
 
[00:27:30] Speaker13: Yeah, neither are we. 
 
[00:27:30] Speaker14: Yeah. Yeah. 
 
[00:27:31] Speaker2: And they weren't in favor of the permit either. 
 
[00:27:34] Speaker14: So Okay. Yeah. 
 
[00:27:40] Speaker2: I'm not sure what to do, to be honest with you. I don't know if a 
permit is the right thing. I don't know what to do to. 
 
[00:27:49] Speaker16: I've raised bad costs to, you know, over the years. I think I've 
been there since 2018. So it started at four bucks. I went to five. And then finally, after 
the pandemic, prices just jumped and I had to go up to that $7 eight for a contractor 
bag. I mean, I could still raise prices on TVs and other miscellaneous things that come 
in. I'm checking with other transfer stations. We're pretty much in the ballpark. Some 
transfer stations were a little in left field with their costs, like high up, and didn't really 
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know why a toilet might cost $30 in one town. Will it cost $5 in another? But but I can 
raise prices on other items, televisions and such. 
 
[00:28:31] Speaker13: Basically the bulk thing. 
 
[00:28:32] Speaker16: The bulk stuff. Yeah, that's what I can do to try and raise more 
money. We're already getting the money from the hauler fees coming in. That's an 
extra. What was that like 3750? Yeah. So that's that's an extra bump up from what I had 
last year. I'm still getting grant money of about 6000. And if we get anything extra, let's 
say it's even 7000. I'm still getting 7000. So that's an extra 10,000 basically coming in. I 
mean, I know you can't count on grants, but we've been pretty steady. It's been 5 or 
6000 since I started. So. 
 
[00:29:06] Speaker13: And we and we are actually trying to make it better than that. 
 
[00:29:09] Speaker14: Yeah. 
 
[00:29:10] Speaker13: Right. So which I will get to you. I don't know why that bounced. 
And if, if I can get his address as well, I'll send it all out again. If we were to work in 
succeed at the 18 points, part of the question is whether they'll accept that the Board of 
Health regulations that they passed have been in place long enough, you know, and 
that's a DEP decision. So we just have to wait on that. The Board of Health has done 
everything they can do to get us those three points, which is $1,800. We just have to 
hope that they're happy with it. And that was sort of why last time I suggested that 
maybe if we keep the options in play, see what we get, and then you guys can make the 
decision on what to do whether it's a a fee or not, a fee, a add the annual fee, lower the 
bag price, and people can reduce their own waste and save their own money. Right. 
That's kind of the idea. 
 
[00:30:18] Speaker1: Yeah. I have two questions. One for you and one for you. So I'll 
start with you. What's the frequency of the bulk items? So, for instance, if you were to 
raise the cost of those bulk items, what's the frequency of which they're coming in to 
know what that increase might even be? 
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[00:30:35] Speaker16: It might only be an extra 100 bucks a week. Maybe. You know, 
that's the thing about that. It's only taken. So, you know, people only have about a TV 
and a mattress a year to get rid of. Yeah. 
 
[00:30:45] Speaker1: Maybe that that's what I was thinking. Thank you. Yeah. Question 
for you. So based on the feedback that you did get why were they people. That's great. 
That's a more than I got. No one has really spoke up about it from my perspective and 
my experience. I'm curious if you can share the reasons that they were opposed to a 
permit. Because I think that will help us understand a little bit better. 
 
[00:31:15] Speaker2: So Bob only uses the transfer station. 
 
[00:31:18] Speaker11: You don't need to know. Sorry. 
 
[00:31:20] Speaker2: Sorry. He only uses the recycling transfer station like twice a year. 
He says he uses it in the spring and before the winter. He doesn't feel he needs to pay 
for a permit. He asked me what the permit price was going to be. I told him I don't know. 
I said it could be anywhere from $25 to $50. That was just a guess. He feels he should 
just be able to bring his stuff down there and pay by the piece, and that's it. 
 
[00:31:51] Speaker1: We talked about having the potential. We talked about the 
potential of having a day pass. Right. And so they would not have to have an annual 
pass if they only did it a couple times. 
 
[00:32:00] Speaker2: Yep. Yep. He he wants it to stay the way it is. He mentioned what 
was the gentleman's name that ran it before Jack. Yeah, yeah. Yep, yep. We need to go 
back to the way Jack ran it, and Yeah. 
 
[00:32:15] Speaker1: So I think long term we're seeing effects of not. 
 
[00:32:18] Speaker11: And this is no, this is no. This is a gentleman talking to me and 
the system. 
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[00:32:23] Speaker13: And it could be that back in the days of Jack, the recycling 
brought in revenue. Recycling does not bring in everything. Collected costs money now, 
right? 
 
[00:32:38] Speaker2: Yeah. 
 
[00:32:39] Speaker13: Right. Everything costs to dispose of. It is really a transfer 
station, right? Is it? You create trash, you give it to Brendan and he pays someone to 
take it away. 
 
[00:32:50] Speaker1:  
 
[00:32:51] Speaker11: And I tried. 
 
[00:32:51] Speaker13: To. 
 
[00:32:51] Speaker11: Explain. 
 
[00:32:52] Speaker13: To. 
 
[00:32:52] Speaker11: Him things have changed since Jack. 
 
[00:32:55] Speaker2: Ran the transfer. 
 
[00:32:56] Speaker11: Station. 
 
[00:32:56] Speaker1: I think too, we're seeing we're seeing the effects of not being able 
to bring in revenue to cover operating costs in many different ways. And all of these add 
up at the end of the year when it comes to our total budget. So this is not just specific to 
your situation. We're seeing this in other situations where it costs more than what we're 
able to bring in, and that's why we're at, you know, up against a potential override. And 
with such a tight budget. And so these little things do add up. And I think you said every 
penny in the bucket matters. And so I think that the larger picture and for everyone in 
the town, although not everyone uses the transfer station we don't want to be not 
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bringing in enough to cover it and then ask everyone in the town to cover it more in their 
property taxes. Essentially. 
 
[00:33:52] Speaker13: And I would toss in, since we're doing trash. 
 
[00:33:55] Speaker11: Yeah. 
 
[00:33:55] Speaker13: That you have spoken with people that use the transfer station 
on a regular basis, and they are fine with the fee. 
 
[00:34:03] Speaker16: Some of them, I give you 20 bucks to come here once a, you 
know, it's people that come there regularly because I tell them I tell everybody what the 
costs are. I'm happy to chat costs with people at recycling. Why not just let them know 
how it works? But yeah, back to like you saying your neighbor. I was just stopped just 
walking down the street a little while ago by a guy I hadn't seen in a year. He's like, oh, 
you open this? Oh, no. 
 
[00:34:25] Speaker11: I was walking my dog. 
 
[00:34:26] Speaker2: And he came out of his house. 
 
[00:34:27] Speaker11: Yeah. So. Yeah. So. Yeah. So it's, you know, there are a. 
 
[00:34:30] Speaker16: Lot of people that just come once a year, twice a year that it's a 
town service. It's when you're digging tires out of your backyard, they come there and 
everybody's got that in their yard in this town. So Yeah, I don't know, but it is tough. 
Back to the budgeting of it, I guess is where we're at again. 
 
[00:34:47] Speaker3: So how how do the other towns around us handle the, the 
payment issue? I mean, do they do stickers? 
 
[00:34:54] Speaker16: Do it's different in different towns. A lot of them are run by the 
DPW. Like when I go to master's meetings, I'm one of the only guys who are not a DPW 
guy or work for the town. Really? Cost wise, we're kind of the same. I think we get a 
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decent break with Monadnock over other people that I've talked to using, you know, any 
of the bigger definitely Casella and some of the other bigger companies. 
 
[00:35:22] Speaker1: Townsend did the bags, which did not go over well. 
 
[00:35:25] Speaker16: Yeah, I've kind of heard that. Yeah. 
 
[00:35:28] Speaker1: So essentially they only take the purple bags that they sell at 
specific locations. And so there's concern there because not everyone is able to 
purchase the bags. It depends on timing, location, accessibility, being able to go and do 
that. And so having specific bags that were accepted, which I think would be similar to 
the stickers in terms of time and effort for everybody, I think just it was not I still see 
people complaining about it in the community. 
 
[00:35:57] Speaker11: Groups. 
 
[00:35:58] Speaker13: In Townsend. They actually pick it up at your doorstep. So and 
they're still complaining. I can tell from Mister Lasorsa that I did have a little survey of 
area towns with their sticker price and their bag price that I that I don't. It appears you 
didn't get. So I can make sure when I mail it, you know. So Pepperell is $96 a year for 
their sticker. Royalston is 75. Winchendon is 75. I'm trying to find small towns. 
 
[00:36:30] Speaker3: So? So that's that's the price of a permit. 
 
[00:36:33] Speaker13: The permit? 
 
[00:36:34] Speaker3: Right. Do they do bag stickers with that or. 
 
[00:36:36] Speaker13: They charge by the bag? Yeah. I don't know that they have 
stickers. Like, Brendan's managing to do it without forcing people to buy either the bags 
or little stickers for the bag just by. 
 
[00:36:49] Speaker16: Their own trash bags. 
 
[00:36:50] Speaker13: Their own trash bag. 
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[00:36:51] Speaker16: But in terms of cost, I think we probably charge more per bag 
than most. Do we? Yeah we do. And that kind of offsets any running around and 
purchasing stickers or purchasing special bags and trying to figure out where in town we 
can sell them and who's open late enough or people that work in just those areas. 
 
[00:37:12] Speaker3: I know that the meeting I was in when you had your last 
presentation you were talking about, we discussed a little bit the cash aspect of it. You 
know, I know stickers are inconvenient, whatever. But you know, to I don't know, know 
know, you know, but it would be more accountability not saying anybody doing it, you 
know, but but yeah, I know it's more of a hassle to do it. 
 
[00:37:42] Speaker2: So I reached out to a town, actually. A city. It was a city. Just to 
ask about the cash aspect of it. And they laughed because it's kind of antiquated. And 
the accountability retro. 
 
[00:38:00] Speaker13: We like David. 
 
[00:38:03] Speaker11: Do we have receipts? 
 
[00:38:04] Speaker2: Do we give receipts to people. 
 
[00:38:06] Speaker11: If. 
 
[00:38:06] Speaker16: People want. 
 
[00:38:06] Speaker11: Them? 
 
[00:38:07] Speaker2: Okay. But if they don't. 
 
[00:38:09] Speaker16: I keep a record lately. Just write it down on a piece of paper I did 
by receipts. The receipts were costing me about $300 for double sided receipts. Only 
two people every week want them. So it was just, why am I spending this money? When 
I started off, we had boxes of receipts and we ordered them from a printing company. 
And write them and write them and write them, and no one ever wanted them, really. So 
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that was just a savings of whatever you want to call it. I forget what it exactly cost, but I 
stopped buying them like four years ago, and now I just kind of like in a notebook as 
people come. One bag, seven bucks, one bag, eight bucks. 
 
[00:38:45] Speaker13: Because when you write out the receipt and they walk over to 
the paper recycling, it's kind of. 
 
[00:38:49] Speaker11: Yeah, like I said, it just was. 
 
[00:38:52] Speaker16: A lot of, you know, a lot of money for something people weren't. 
Yeah. 
 
[00:38:56] Speaker11: No, you're. 
 
[00:38:57] Speaker16: Right. 
 
[00:38:57] Speaker11: That's a waste. Yeah. It's wasteful. 
 
[00:38:59] Speaker2: Do you when we talk about TVs so somebody drops off a TV? 
 
[00:39:05] Speaker11: Yeah. 
 
[00:39:06] Speaker2: They Pay. I don't know how much it is. 
 
[00:39:10] Speaker16: 15, 20. 
 
[00:39:11] Speaker11: Bucks. 
 
[00:39:12] Speaker16: Yeah. 
 
[00:39:12] Speaker11: And how many TVs? 
 
[00:39:14] Speaker16: Depending on. 
 
[00:39:15] Speaker11: How many. 
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[00:39:15] Speaker2: Tvs get collected before they go away to wherever they go. 
 
[00:39:18] Speaker16: It depends. Because TVs, the mattresses, the ACS and all the 
electronics go in one bin and it gets hauled away by raw materials and they sort it out 
and give me a price. I actually have an invoice over here if you want to see it. 
 
[00:39:32] Speaker2: That would be wonderful. 
 
[00:39:33] Speaker16: Yeah, sure. 
 
[00:39:35] Speaker2: I'm just trying to think of we, you know what? Are we losing 
money on the haul? No. Okay. Okay. Yeah. And we're focusing on the little stuff when 
we could be focusing on the bigger stuff. 
 
[00:39:48] Speaker11: That's why I. 
 
[00:39:48] Speaker16: Was kind of saying I could raise prices, like, it's a it's a big area. 
I feel like I could, you know, some some recycling centers might charge, like, 40 bucks 
for a TV that's like, well, that seems a little high, but. 
 
[00:40:00] Speaker13: Right. Like Ashburnham charges. 
 
[00:40:02] Speaker16: Returning the TV. 
 
[00:40:03] Speaker11: You know. 
 
[00:40:03] Speaker13: Yeah. Then we find them in the woods. 
 
[00:40:06] Speaker11: That's. 
 
[00:40:07] Speaker2: Well, and that's where I was going to go because they'll be on the 
side roads. 
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[00:40:11] Speaker13: Three huge TVs were dumped in Willard Brook, right on the 
Valley Road dirt thing. So what you need to consider for that, right, is that it was 
reported to conservation and I didn't go get them, but so we called the DCR 
headquarters, they called Ashby Highway, and Ashby Highway picked them up and 
brought them to Brendan. So the town had to pay the fee twice. 
 
[00:40:43] Speaker2: Basically, we're paying two. 
 
[00:40:44] Speaker13: Yeah, right. You paid. You paid Ashby Highway people to go get 
them and bring them to the transfer station. And then the transfer station had to pay to 
have them hauled off. So that's the risk. And all I was going to say is Ashburnham 
charges $50 a TV. We charge $10 for something that weighs about £40.15 for 
something that weighs about 15 and 25 for bigger, because everything he's he gets rid 
of is goes by weight. 
 
[00:41:17] Speaker16: Yeah, the electronics are kind of a gray area because it goes by 
weight. Acs and refrigerators are ACS and refrigerators a little more straightforward? 
You can kind of see the prices right there. Forget what they are. I charge 25 for a 
mattress. I think they charge me 17. I charge 25 for what? Refrigerator. And I think I 
might actually get a credit for that. Maybe that's just the ACS one or the other I get a 
credit for. Not a big credit, but still. 
 
[00:41:42] Speaker13: No, I think so. You have 25 for the refrigerator, 25 for the air 
conditioner. I think right now the dehumidifiers are getting a massive credit. Yes they 
are. That's just kind of a lucky thing at the moment. 
 
[00:41:55] Speaker16: I try and tell people. 
 
[00:41:56] Speaker13: That. 
 
[00:41:56] Speaker16: Forever they still show up and I still have to charge them 25 
bucks. I tell people to look into mass save or. 
 
[00:42:01] Speaker13: Do it themselves. Yeah, Unitil would come and get it. 
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[00:42:04] Speaker16: And we have we have actually had a Unitel. 
 
[00:42:07] Speaker13: Dehumidifiers. 
 
[00:42:08] Speaker16: Where Unitel showed up and you could actually at the recycling 
center and bring your dehumidifier. They haven't done that in a while, but they did in the 
past. 
 
[00:42:16] Speaker13: That's a massive thing. It's not out of the goodness of their heart. 
 
[00:42:20] Speaker11: Yeah. 
 
[00:42:21] Speaker1: I have a question about this invoice. 
 
[00:42:24] Speaker16: Yeah. 
 
[00:42:25] Speaker1: So what would you say is the the timeline of collecting all of these 
items for them to be hauled away? 
 
[00:42:33] Speaker11:  
 
[00:42:36] Speaker16: Three months. Four months maybe. 
 
[00:42:38] Speaker1: Okay. 
 
[00:42:40] Speaker16: That's maybe a four time a year thing. Yeah. 
 
[00:42:42] Speaker1: So if it's roughly about the same. Yeah. Cadence of bringing stuff 
in. Yep. That would be about $1,300 quarterly that you'd be charged. 
 
[00:42:55] Speaker16: Yeah. 
 
[00:42:56] Speaker1: Okay. And this is from 2024. 
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[00:43:00] Speaker16: One or the other. I just picked one up quick out of my. Yeah, 
okay. I have in there. I'm like, I'm just going to grab one quick just in case you guys want 
to know the prices. 
 
[00:43:07] Speaker1: Yeah. I just didn't know if their rates have gone up since this is 
over. 
 
[00:43:10] Speaker16: You know, it's pretty much the same. Yeah. They're a family 
company. 
 
[00:43:14] Speaker1: Do you want to pass that down? That's very helpful to see. Thank 
you. 
 
[00:43:19] Speaker16: Yeah I can. 
 
[00:43:21] Speaker9: If you don't mind if. 
 
[00:43:22] Speaker11: I know. Absolutely. 
 
[00:43:23] Speaker9: I just want to jump in as to why we got to where we are today. We 
had a meeting with the Department of Revenue, and they indicated that we need to 
make this self-sufficient. And I know that several towns are up against the same 
scenario that we are. So it's no different. It's just a little bit smaller here. And that's why I 
just recently spoke to Ashburnham. They are July 1st, are implementing a $75 permit 
fee on top of their bag stickers. And the additional sticker for another car is $10, and 
they are going the prepaid bags similar to Townsend, but a little bit different because 
Townsend had to purchase their bags, but they were still getting picked up at their door. 
So that's the only difference that really applied. I don't know where it stands now with 
the new budget, but that's how it was last year. But in Ashburnham you could buy a 
sticker and put it on the bag. So when they came to the transfer station, the attendant 
would just see the sticker and let it go. So there was no collection. They just kind of 
waved them in so it kept things flowing. This time they're just going to do a they're not 
doing purple. I'm not sure what color bag they're doing. I think it might be green, but it's 
a specific bag. So it's the same size. And you can go to town hall. There's several 
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stores. You can purchase them. Some people buy packages of five at a time, packages 
of ten. So that might last them a month or so. So they are making those. Yeah. 
 
[00:44:46] Speaker11: So yeah. 
 
[00:44:48] Speaker9: So everybody's making the adjustments because they use waste 
management, we use Monadnock. But as we know, everything's either doubled or 
maybe in some cases tripled cost wise. So when someone refers to when Jack was on 
board, I'm sure the rates were much lower when Jack was on board. So, you know, 
things have changed, you know, exponentially gone up over the course. And it is a 
service that's provided to a small amount of Ashbury residents. So the door looks at it 
as this the town putting in the free cash. It's it's absorbed by all the residents of the 
town. So it needs to be a self sustaining. And I know that you guys do a great job with 
the grants and you know, mashed Hoss has a lot of great grants. If you do certain points 
which they are on top of. And, you know, we found a few more that we could add. So, 
you know, every bit that we can add on. But at the, you know, we just had to put in two 
free caches for, to offset the current budget. So this the door is really looking for us to 
do something substantial. Come, you know, July 1st or very close to thereafter to make 
next year sustainable. Almost self-sustaining, but we don't really know yet. I know 
Brendan said before that there was 200 people. I thought there was like 110 that might 
use it, so we really wouldn't know the true number until we sold these permits to find out 
actually who's using it. And obviously no one can enter if they don't have the permit. So 
they just I know that the dois, you know, it was asking us to take some kind of, you 
know, affirmative action on this. 
 
[00:46:18] Speaker13: So that would mean that Ashburnham went from no sticker in $5 
a bag to a sticker and a bag. So we're we're very similar to them is all I'm trying to get 
at, right? We are no sticker in $7 a bag. 
 
[00:46:33] Speaker9: Yeah, they had a sticker before and now they're just doing a bag. 
So yeah. Same thing. Yeah. So but they did. 
 
[00:46:39] Speaker11: Permit. 
 
[00:46:40] Speaker9: For the. 
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[00:46:41] Speaker13: Permit for the Jack story. Right. So back in the Jack days. Yeah. 
You didn't have any. Well, this is Ashburnham. This fiscal year has no sticker. And next 
fiscal year, they will have a sticker. 
 
[00:46:52] Speaker11: For $75. 
 
[00:46:54] Speaker13: Bags for $75. 
 
[00:46:55] Speaker2: Paying for. 
 
[00:46:56] Speaker11: Bags. 
 
[00:46:56] Speaker13: And paying for bags. 
 
[00:46:58] Speaker2: I can't. Paying for a bag that seems like a pain. I'll be honest with 
you. 
 
[00:47:03] Speaker13: It's buying trash to throw away your. 
 
[00:47:06] Speaker11: Trash to buy. 
 
[00:47:06] Speaker2: Stickers. They're gonna have to be printed. We're gonna have to 
find somebody to we staff is. You know. 
 
[00:47:12] Speaker13: That's the way I think. I mean, I would suggest we try starting 
with just an annual sticker permit. 
 
[00:47:19] Speaker9: Permit sticker. 
 
[00:47:22] Speaker13: So if we call it an annual permit, and then Brendan can adjust 
the bag price as it appears that we need to do right as as the year goes on and not get 
into buying bags or buying bag stickers. 
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[00:47:42] Speaker1: And I think we had talked about looking into getting a square. So 
that way you could take card payments or sell permits on site if people maybe didn't 
have one. We're looking to get one a day pass, something like that. But I think that the 
reception might be. 
 
[00:48:00] Speaker13: Yeah, the option. 
 
[00:48:01] Speaker9: Well, we do have a tower up there. 
 
[00:48:03] Speaker11: Yeah. Do we have a. 
 
[00:48:04] Speaker9: We. 
 
[00:48:04] Speaker11: Do. 
 
[00:48:04] Speaker9: Have a cell. 
 
[00:48:04] Speaker11: Tower. Tower. Yeah. Okay. 
 
[00:48:08] Speaker9: I think like Dave had said previously, a lot of towns do the, the, 
the stickers on the bag or now the colored bags to avoid any collection of funds at the 
transfer station. So it eliminates that completely. 
 
[00:48:19] Speaker13: You're talking about selling the annual fee. That's what you're. 
 
[00:48:24] Speaker9: Talking. But no, I was just saying in reference to as why they 
collect stickers and they do a bag thing, it's to avoid getting any collection of money or 
funds, either cash check or or scanning it at the transfer station. My take was that it 
keeps the flow running of the cars coming in, because, you know, if you're looking for a 
purple bag and for instance, in town, we'll use Townsend. You know, the attendant can 
see that they're throwing in purple bags. I, you know. 
 
[00:48:49] Speaker16: There's the only I don't know, the other aspect is when people 
show up with, oh, I've got a whole bunch of carpet in the back of my car. How much is 
that? You know, I look at it usually and say, wow, that would be like six contractor bags. 
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And I charge them accordingly, you know? Or if they pull up with a pickup truck, I just 
took apart this deck. It's like a half pickup truck and I get some fencing and, you know, 
that's that's where all the pricing kind of comes. That's where all the pricing kind of 
comes in of, like, you just have to figure it out right there. Some people just bring their 
barrels. They don't bring bags. 
 
[00:49:21] Speaker11: Yeah. You know a. 
 
[00:49:22] Speaker16: Lot of it's. 
 
[00:49:23] Speaker9: A lot of transfer stations don't take any construction waste or 
anything like that, because that does add up to quite a bit of pounds and weight and 
tonnage and stuff. 
 
[00:49:31] Speaker11: It does, but I. 
 
[00:49:33] Speaker16: Also charge them a hundred bucks for a pickup. 
 
[00:49:35] Speaker11: Load. Yeah. 
 
[00:49:36] Speaker16: So if my dumpster costs 700, that should be a decent fraction of. 
 
[00:49:40] Speaker11: Yeah. 
 
[00:49:41] Speaker16: You know, that's kind of how I look at it. Like you're putting a lot 
of weight in there. Yeah. You know I need to cover that and the transport a bit. Yeah a 
hundred bucks. 
 
[00:49:51] Speaker9: Yeah. Because I mean I know things varied based on size. Like 
you said, you know, somebody can come in with a small TV and then somebody comes 
in with a big flat screen TV, you know? So there's going to be different. It's not just, you 
know, $25 blanket because somebody comes in with one of those big tube stand up 
TVs or something that were. 
 
[00:50:06] Speaker11: You know, that's it. Someone will come. 
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[00:50:07] Speaker9: In popular ten. 
 
[00:50:08] Speaker11: Years ago. 
 
[00:50:09] Speaker16: Three TVs and AC and a refrigerator. And you just have to, like, 
hold on, let me get my chart and just price it up. And I got two trash bags and I found a 
tire. You know, that just. It's just spring cleaning. It's that time of year. So you do get a 
lot of that right now. Yeah. And it's just kind of figuring out what to charge and my 
charging the right amount. Right. I guess that's part of what we're here about today. 
 
[00:50:31] Speaker2: Paul, do you have anything before I speak? I just don't want to. 
 
[00:50:33] Speaker3: No, no. I'm good, thank you. 
 
[00:50:35] Speaker11:  
 
[00:50:38] Speaker2: I, I do think we need to get away from the cash aspect. I'll be 
honest. Taking cash down there is a liability. I just think we need to get away from that 
part. How do we do that? I have no idea. 
 
[00:50:49] Speaker16: Yeah, I don't know. 
 
[00:50:50] Speaker2: I like her idea with the square and. 
 
[00:50:52] Speaker11: Hooked. 
 
[00:50:53] Speaker2: Up to a phone or something to that effect. Maybe get a laptop? I 
don't know. 
 
[00:50:57] Speaker11: How it works. 
 
[00:50:58] Speaker16: I got to admit that most people have their checks filled out 
already. They have. 
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[00:51:02] Speaker11: The. 
 
[00:51:02] Speaker16: Exact amount of cash. 
 
[00:51:03] Speaker11: And checks are fine. It's all opinion. 
 
[00:51:05] Speaker2: I don't know. 
 
[00:51:07] Speaker1: I mean, I typically don't have cash or checks, and so that was new 
to me coming here to purchase checks. I think it's just different generations than what 
we're used to. I think also though, there's not going to be a one size fits all because not 
everyone will have cards. Sometimes check is the preferred method. I think that if we're 
looking at it from an equity lens, then we need to provide it. It needs to be accessible to 
everyone. I do agree with you that I think the cash could be a liability. I don't necessarily 
see how that would differ from the checks though. 
 
[00:51:43] Speaker11: No check. 
 
[00:51:44] Speaker2: Idea. 
 
[00:51:45] Speaker11: Is great. 
 
[00:51:45] Speaker1: No, but I'm saying that why is it cash versus check? 
 
[00:51:50] Speaker9: Usually when it checks made out to the town of then it can only 
be deposited by the town of. So it is usually checks aren't allowed out of the building, 
but it does make it, you know, less liability with cash. Yeah, because somebody writes 
out a check and it does act as their receipt. A written check. 
 
[00:52:05] Speaker2: It's like counting of the. Yeah, I. 
 
[00:52:08] Speaker1: I only use them for the transfer station, so they cost more than 
what I'm. 
 
[00:52:12] Speaker11: Paying. 
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[00:52:13] Speaker16: About 20 to 30 checks every time we're open. 
 
[00:52:15] Speaker13: Yeah it is. 
 
[00:52:18] Speaker16: A lot of them are filled out already by. 
 
[00:52:20] Speaker11: Someone's. 
 
[00:52:20] Speaker16: Wife. 
 
[00:52:21] Speaker11: A lot of them are just. 
 
[00:52:22] Speaker16: They fill out on the spot because they don't know how much 
they're going to have to pay. 
 
[00:52:25] Speaker2: So 20 to 30 checks when you're open. The rest is cash. 
 
[00:52:29] Speaker16: Yeah. Yeah. 
 
[00:52:30] Speaker11: It's about I probably. 
 
[00:52:31] Speaker16: Get about 500 checks and about a thousand in cash, maybe a 
little less, but that's pretty much. My ballpark is about one 1000 to 1500. That's pretty 
much what I take in every time we're open. Yeah. So I mean, and it is, you know, it's 
just what everyone's used to, I guess. Yeah. So that. 
 
[00:52:52] Speaker11: Will be the part. 
 
[00:52:53] Speaker2: That's going to be. 
 
[00:52:54] Speaker11: Yeah. 
 
[00:52:54] Speaker16: And honestly, using a square if I'm the only one up there 
because right now I kind of, you know, Rick has kind of gone for the summer and I'm 
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just trying to save money and see how this goes a little bit. I might hire someone and I 
haven't volunteer. I don't know. I don't know how long it'll take to run a square. 
 
[00:53:11] Speaker1: It's usually only a minute or so. It's a swipe, and then they can 
phone number or receipt. I would imagine it would be the same as just taking the cash 
and then writing it in the ledger. Time wise. But but there is a hindrance there if, you 
know, there's no service or the technology or, you know, I think that it can be 
challenging. 
 
[00:53:33] Speaker11: I agree with you have to take cash. Yeah. 
 
[00:53:35] Speaker2: You know, to pay the bill. I just think in the dealer sense, I, I 
couldn't find it, but I could have sworn that they weren't happy about the cash aspect of 
us taking cash. I couldn't find. 
 
[00:53:46] Speaker11: It. 
 
[00:53:47] Speaker9: No, no. It's a liability. Again. That's why a lot of the towns went 
with stickers and so forth. Just so there wasn't any acceptance of cash, you know, 
because it doesn't take place on a Saturday outside of town hall and so forth. But that's 
the same in all the other towns that are usually open on a Saturday. 
 
[00:54:05] Speaker2: And then somebody finds out we have a lot of cash down there. 
 
[00:54:07] Speaker11: And I think that's why I go see Brendan down the station. And 
then. Yeah. 
 
[00:54:12] Speaker13: You know. 
 
[00:54:14] Speaker11: Yeah. Right. You know. 
 
[00:54:17] Speaker1: I'm wondering and just for the sake of moving forward maybe if 
we put this on the next meeting, you provide the material that maybe we give you our 
emails so you can see. Yeah, absolutely. So that way we can all review the information. 
What I can do on my end is do some research on the cash versus credit card versus 
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cheque, and some best practices and the Legality behind all of it, and the liability risks 
that we pose and come with maybe a menu of options that other places are doing that 
are comparable to us. So I can do that for our next meeting, and then we can have a bit 
more foundation. I think that we can suppose away the night if we just continue. 
 
[00:55:05] Speaker2: Yeah, I. 
 
[00:55:05] Speaker11: Agree. I end. 
 
[00:55:06] Speaker2: Up like another. 
 
[00:55:07] Speaker11: Town. 
 
[00:55:08] Speaker9: Yeah, I did when I spoke to ash for him, I asked them they had 
gone out to get some comparable prices on the permits, the decals that will be stuck on 
vehicles. They ended up going with their local printer, who gave them the best price, 
which was anywhere between $1.50 and $1.95 per permit. So that's one of those things 
that you would buy every year. You know, based on the year, it would have the sticker 
year. So if we were to charge $25 or $50, that would what it would cost the town. So 
and I think it gauges actually how many landfill users or transfer station you have. 
People may opt to then instead of doing this because of a permit fee, they'll just opt to 
get it at their house or do a monthly pickup. Or there's, you know, there's other options 
that are available, just as there is in other towns as well that don't have that curb to curb 
pickup. 
 
[00:55:56] Speaker11: Okay. 
 
[00:55:57] Speaker13: Right. But you can compare it to $50 a month, which is $600. 
Right. To have. 
 
[00:56:04] Speaker9: Yeah. I mean, if somebody was, you know, you know, maybe not 
keen about the extra permit or something like that, they could choose the option. I don't 
think it would be cheaper for them, but that's what I'm saying. Yeah, but they might just 
for the convenience of it, just principal. 
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[00:56:16] Speaker13: If they want to spend $600 for their trash instead of 25 plus 
seven per bag. 
 
[00:56:22] Speaker9: Yeah. 
 
[00:56:23] Speaker1: Then it sounds like a good marketing campaign. 
 
[00:56:26] Speaker13: Yeah. 
 
[00:56:26] Speaker9: I just think, you know, realistically, we need to be anywhere 
between that 25 and $50 to to break even. Again, we'd have to really look. 
 
[00:56:35] Speaker11: At. 
 
[00:56:35] Speaker2: 25 to $50. 
 
[00:56:37] Speaker9: In that range. I think we need to be just to be able to, you know, 
gauge it for a year and see how it is. If we maybe increase more, you know, flow or, you 
know, people and we just get a gauge to how many actually use it by how many stickers 
we've sold. 
 
[00:56:51] Speaker2: As long as we show them we're making taking action on this, 
they're going to be okay. 
 
[00:56:55] Speaker11: Yeah. Right. Right. 
 
[00:56:57] Speaker13: Yeah. And I think your your decision might come down to 25 and 
leave the bag price as it is, or maybe 50 and lower the bag. Right. 
 
[00:57:06] Speaker11: Gotcha. 
 
[00:57:07] Speaker13: Right. And then people can can think of ten bags a month. 
You're killing me. No. 
 
[00:57:14] Speaker11: No, I just. 
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[00:57:14] Speaker9: Said ten bags in advance. 
 
[00:57:16] Speaker13: Oh, I see. Okay. Well that's fine. They have room to reduce. 
 
[00:57:23] Speaker1: One thing that I did, based on the amazing document you 
provided for our last presentation, was kind of calculate a return on investment of what it 
would look like based on the numbers that you provided. So what I can do is put that 
together. Just please, no one hold me accountable for the accounting in it, because it 
was just something that I was trying to do to understand what it might look like. But I can 
make that available for our next meeting. Maybe we could put it in the packet so people 
can review and get an idea. But if the numbers are off, just know that it was because I 
was just doing it for fun. 
 
[00:57:58] Speaker13: In all of my documents are are out in the public on the Google 
drive. So if you want to add that one to it or just mail it when we get your real address. 
 
[00:58:08] Speaker9: And I know that the meeting that you were here, we announced 
that we were doing a Q&A and Jill had placed it on the town's Facebook page. Just, you 
know, to promote anybody that had any questions that, you know, use it on a regular 
basis. They can certainly voice their opinion, but I know you only heard from a few, and 
I don't know that anybody participating in today's zoom has any questions or, you know, 
we're looking. 
 
[00:58:30] Speaker1: For. 
 
[00:58:31] Speaker9: Feedback. 
 
[00:58:31] Speaker1: Comments, please email us. Yeah, I think that any feedback, 
questions or concerns would be very helpful. Our emails are listed on the Select Board 
website as well. Our points of contact. And then I will prepare this stuff for our next 
meeting. And hopefully if anyone has comments that they would like to publicly make so 
others can hear your perspective, please be prepared to come to next meeting with 
public comment. 
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[00:58:57] Speaker2: Sure, we can do that. 
 
[00:58:58] Speaker1: And in the meantime email us anything else? 
 
[00:59:00] Speaker13: So May 21st. 
 
[00:59:03] Speaker11: Yes. 
 
[00:59:04] Speaker13: I'm just adding 14 to 7. 
 
[00:59:06] Speaker9: Great. 
 
[00:59:08] Speaker2: And you know what we'll do, Jill. We'll add it to the It'll be the first 
item after the regular public comment. We'll go into the Q&A about this. So they won't 
have to sit through an entire meeting if they. 
 
[00:59:21] Speaker15: Discussion regarding payment options, fees and Q&A. 
 
[00:59:25] Speaker11: Yes, please. Okay. 
 
[00:59:29] Speaker1: Thank you. 
 
[00:59:30] Speaker2: Thank you very. 
 
[00:59:30] Speaker11: Much. Is there. 
 
[00:59:31] Speaker16: Any other. 
 
[00:59:32] Speaker11: Questions or anything. 
 
[00:59:34] Speaker13: I can. 
 
[00:59:34] Speaker1: Do that next time. 
 
[00:59:36] Speaker11: We're going to do. 
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[00:59:36] Speaker2: That the next meeting. 
 
[00:59:37] Speaker11: Oh, okay. Yes. All right. 
 
[00:59:39] Speaker17: Thank you. 
 
[00:59:40] Speaker11: Thank you. Thank you. 
 
[00:59:47] Speaker12: Can you raise this? 
 
[00:59:49] Speaker8: You're right there. 
 
[00:59:58] Speaker12: Okay. 
 
[00:59:59] Speaker2: Moving on. Discussion regarding Iida complaints. Town 
administrator. 
 
[01:00:05] Speaker9: Thank you. As Mr. McVeigh alluded to at the beginning of his 
public comments, he indicated that he has made some complaints to the ARB, which is 
the architect access board. Since assuming the role as Ada coordinator in October 
following the departure of my predecessor, I've worked diligently to address numerous 
accessibility concerns, including several complaints regarding the Legion, the EAS 
walkway, and the Allen Field Playground. Additional comments. Concerns have been 
noted regarding designated handicapped parking spots at Town Hall and also the Town 
Hall elevator. In my role, I have attended numerous hearings, met with contractors on 
site. I spoke to many town officials, attended numerous obtained numerous quotes for 
necessary improvements. Responded to numerous emails on all these items I've 
attended, and will be attending ARB hearings to address these complaints. Engaged 
with various state agencies on multiple occasions to speak on these complaints filed by 
the resident against the town for guidance, support and action. To further our 
commitment to accessibility, the town has contracted an A consulting firm to conduct a 
comprehensive self-evaluation of all town buildings. This assessment is costing $5,500, 
which is phase one. It is funded through OPR. The first phase and the remaining 
balance hopefully will be covered by a grant that I'll be applying for next week. The 
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North Middle Northeast Independent Living Center has completed six buildings itself 
self-evaluations and have found minor issues, mostly signage and parking surfaces, 
pavement being unlevel. These items will be sought for in the Mod Mass Office of 
Disability grant. 
 
[01:01:49] Speaker9: Overall, our town buildings are accessible to all. Key projects 
updates. Allen Field Walkway. We had an estimate of a walkway from. Mr. McVeigh 
filed a complaint saying it was not Ada accessible. We did get a mat, which is a surface 
some people might have seen at a beach. That was $9,000 just to get purchase the 
grant. We were looking for paving contractors to come in. Our DPW superintendent, 
part time highway superintendent, we'll be looking into that and requested some paving 
companies, but no ones responded to us because this is the season for our driveway 
paving. So if we're not able to get that, unfortunately, that park will be temporarily 
closed. That funding I hope to obtain through a grant. But if we're not able to get that 
through the grant, the town does not have $9,000 to make that accessible. So we would 
have no choice but to temporarily close that park. The playground? The Legion ramp, 
as Mr. McVeigh spoke of, the first one was installed, and it was not to masks. Cmr 521 
that was addressed at that November 18th hearing with the ARB. I they discussed and 
gave us as we remember, November was the beginning of winter, so we had to 
purchase a new ramp. We had to buy the ARB, get it approved by an architect. So we 
had to have that stamped by an architect, which cost the town just about $2,000 to do 
that as well. So we have met that regulations. We have sent off the new ramp to the 
ARB for their approval. 
 
[01:03:30] Speaker9: As at the beginning of the meeting, our building inspectors noted 
that that would be being delivered to the town on Monday. So we're moving forward with 
that. We have another hearing in June. As I indicated to the ARB that we would need 
some time because we weren't able to do any of those construction projects in the 
middle of the winter. So with that the town hall parking per Ada requirements, only one 
accessible parking spot is required for facilities with less than 15 mark. Actually, it's 
under 25 marked vehicle lines. So we are in compliance with town hall. Elevator access 
if the elevator is out of service during a scheduled public meeting at Town Hall, the 
meeting must either be canceled, relocated to an Ada compliant venue such as the 
library, or held remotely only. We had a meeting here that we were thought that we 
were covered because it was hybrid. We would come to find out after speaking to the 
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Mod attorney That was not correct. So moving forward, if the elevator is down during a 
scheduled public meeting, not only the select board, but any other meeting, it would 
either be remote or we'd have to move the meeting or cancel it altogether. So the town 
of Ashby remains committed to ensuring accessibility for all residents and visitors, and 
we will continue to take proactive steps to meet the Ada standards and foster an 
inclusive community. 
 
[01:05:01] Speaker2: So I have one question, because it was brought up in a public 
comment and it was directed towards an employee who's always parking in a 
handicapped spot. So I'm confused. If we do have handicapped employees, don't they? 
They're entitled to a handicapped spot. Correct? 
 
[01:05:21] Speaker11: Correct. 
 
[01:05:22] Speaker9: If someone has a placard, we can't distinguish who gets to park 
there or not Park there. 
 
[01:05:26] Speaker2: Okay, I just wanted to clarify that. And it has nothing to do with 
how many spaces we need or anything. 
 
[01:05:30] Speaker11: No. 
 
[01:05:30] Speaker2: Okay. How many hours have you spent on this? 
 
[01:05:39] Speaker9: I wouldn't even. I've had about 150 emails and conversations on a 
on a topic. I should have had five. So I'm. 
 
[01:05:47] Speaker11: Wondering if. 
 
[01:05:48] Speaker2: We might have to look at hiring an Ada person coordinated 
person to maybe lighten your load a little bit with this, because I have seen all the 
emails that come through and it's a little it's a lot. 
 
[01:06:02] Speaker9: It is. 
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[01:06:02] Speaker2:  
 
[01:06:04] Speaker9: I'm trying to obtain right now, I'm working on a $555,000 grant 
that I'm trying to get through. Next week. I'm working on another culvert grant. I'm 
working on a Mod grant, which I would have applied for regardless. Because we knew 
that was coming up on May 1st. So it is a very busy time of year getting the budget 
ready up from January to just recently until the town meeting passes. Jill worked 
diligently on getting the warrants and everything through, so I appreciate her assistance 
on that. And someone says, now do you get the summer off? I said, no, that's actually 
now it's grant season. So it turns into a whole nother ball game. But that's what I 
anticipate. But, you know, the extra work is just unfortunate because, you know, we do 
try to be exclusive for all. And if there's an issue with certainly we take action on it. We 
don't we're not dragging our feet. We were up against the wintertime. So. 
 
[01:06:53] Speaker12: Yeah. 
 
[01:06:55] Speaker2: And it's something we do have to look at as a town because it's 
been a lack of a better word, neglected or just unthought of not, not it's not even the 
right word. But we want to make sure everybody has accessibility to buildings, parks 
and stuff. 
 
[01:07:11] Speaker9: So doing a self-evaluation, I think, you know, that $5,500, they 
work great with us. They, you know, only found very minor issues with the town 
buildings. You know, a couple of signage issues. I'm applying for the grant again with 
the mod for pavement out back because around our elevator has crumbled entering in. 
So if you're in a handicapped vehicle, it's quite challenging to get into the area. So we 
are aware of that. So but we do not have the extra funding to take care of a lot of these 
things. So as I indicated in the case with the playground it might have to be closed. 
 
[01:07:45] Speaker12: So 
 
[01:07:52] Speaker2: Anything? 
 
[01:07:53] Speaker1: No. I appreciate you addressing this. I think that I agree with you. 
I'm grateful that there are attempts to be proactive about it. As things are brought to our 
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attention and as we are looking to identify them on our own as well. So I think it's just a 
slow moving adjustments. 
 
[01:08:12] Speaker11: Very much so. 
 
[01:08:13] Speaker2: Do we have money to. We can't even do that. Never mind. Okay. 
 
[01:08:29] Speaker12: Any other. 
 
[01:08:30] Speaker2: Questions? Comments? Thank you. 
 
[01:08:33] Speaker11: Appreciate it. Excuse me. 
 
[01:08:36] Speaker2: Excuse me. Excuse me. 
 
[01:08:39] Speaker11: Okay. 
 
[01:08:40] Speaker2: Excuse me. Thank you. 
 
[01:08:43] Speaker9: I'm just indicating what you would address them. 
 
[01:08:45] Speaker2: Please. Thank you. 
 
[01:08:50] Speaker12: Okay. 
 
[01:08:51] Speaker2: Moving on. Town administrator's report, please. 
 
[01:08:56] Speaker9: To touch on the Ada compliance. The consulting firm has 
completed its second round of state visit site visits, including the library, highway 
garage, public safety building. As I indicated, I will be submitting that grant next week. 
We will expect to find out the grant award in August of 2025. I have reapplied for the 
congressional direct spending through Senator Markey's office. Unfortunately, we made 
it to the second round last year, but all their federal earmarks were incorporated into the 
broader federal budget. So we did request again for fiscal 26. But again, that's 
something we won't find out until, as they indicated this year, February, March or April. 
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And it was March that they told us that they had to earmark all that money to the federal 
government. So I am currently writing a community one stop grant, similar to the ones I 
got from Jones Hill last year in the amount of $555,000 for the reclamation and repaving 
of Richardson Road from South Road to Old Northville out to route 31. This will be 
working on. I've been working on that diligently this week. It is quite comprehensive and 
it is a very competitive grant. But they we find out the awards in September. So we did 
see an increase in our overall chapter 90. So that's a great thing. 
 
[01:10:10] Speaker9: But again a project of this size would ask would make us hold off 
for about two years of doing no work in order to just to do this one project. So that's why 
I'm looking for the extra grant money as we did Jones Hill. Same scenario. We would 
have had to wait two, almost two and a quarter years to raise enough money to just do 
Jones Hill that we were awarded in a grant. So and that would be doing no paving for 
two and a half, two and a quarter years. So these grant fundings are great in order to 
move our paving plan forward and take care of these deteriorating roads. So the 
elections, we saw 184 voters participated in the election. And congratulations to the 
newly elected officials, especially our Selectperson Paul Lasorsa Welcome Award. A 
heartfelt thank you to everyone who's volunteered their time to the town of Ashby. And a 
special thanks to outgoing Select Board Clerk Doug Lee for his dedicated service. The 
special in Annual Town Meeting was attended by 82 voters. Just a reminder that real 
estate taxes were due on May 1st, and payments not received by next week will incur 
the new $15 demand fee. Late fee and that's all I have. 
 
[01:11:21] Speaker2: Very nice. 
 
[01:11:22] Speaker11: Thank you. 
 
[01:11:25] Speaker2: Other items unanticipated by the chair, I have none. 
Announcements. 
 
[01:11:31] Speaker11: Oh. 
 
[01:11:33] Speaker12: Here. Oh. 
 
[01:11:35] Speaker15: Yeah. 
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[01:11:36] Speaker12: Oh. 
 
[01:11:37] Speaker15: Okay. I have two announcements. The first is the following 
elected positions are vacant and can be appointed by the Select board. Cemetery 
commissioner, one one year position and one two year position. Constable one three 
year position. Finance Committee two one year positions, one two year position and two 
three year positions. Anyone interested in volunteering for these positions could email 
me at McGovern. I received word from Mike Bigwood that the Ashby American Legion 
Parade for Memorial Day is May 26th, 2025 at 2 p.m. it will start at the Legion. There 
will be a chicken barbecue for $15 per person, which includes a half chicken, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, coleslaw, cranberry sauce and a dinner roll. If you could RSVP 
by 523. Tickets can be reserved or purchased in person. The Legion phone number is 
(978) 386-7977. If it does rain, the parade will be held in the gymnasium at Ashby 
Elementary School on the same day at 2 p.m.. 
 
[01:12:46] Speaker10: Thank you. 
 
[01:12:46] Speaker15: Thanks. 
 
[01:12:47] Speaker2: Thank you. Any announcements? Do you have anything? No. 
Miss Callaghan. Nothing. Okay. The transfer station is open next week. 
 
[01:13:00] Speaker11: Next Tuesday. 
 
[01:13:02] Speaker2: Two Saturdays from now. Brendan wanted me to let everybody 
know. So bring your trash on down while the price is still right. 
 
[01:13:08] Speaker11: May 17th. Okay. 
 
[01:13:14] Speaker2: Yes. Next is the executive session. The select board will hold an 
executive session pursuant to Mass General Law. Chapter 30 A section 21. Reason 
number six to consider the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property. If the 
chair declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating 
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position of the body, this will be a discussion about Ashby Elementary School. We will 
reconvene in open session just to adjourn, though. 
 
[01:13:47] Speaker1: Not on zoom, though, right? 
 
[01:13:48] Speaker11: Not on zoom. 
 
[01:13:49] Speaker1: Just in person. 
 
[01:13:49] Speaker2: Just in. 
 
[01:13:50] Speaker11: Person. 
 
[01:13:51] Speaker2: The motion to enter. 
 
[01:13:53] Speaker1: Great. I will make a motion to move into executive session 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Law chapter 30, a section 21 a reason six. 
 
[01:14:02] Speaker3: Second. 
 
[01:14:03] Speaker2: Motion made by Miss Kalin, seconded by Mr. Lasorsa. All in favor 
with your name, please? 
 
[01:14:08] Speaker11: Paul I. 
 
[01:14:09] Speaker1: Jesse. 
 
[01:14:10] Speaker11: David. 
 
[01:14:10] Speaker2: I it's unanimous. We are now in executive session. I would ask 
everybody the public in town hall if you would exit. 
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Debit Credit Ending

Tran. Name Comment

Beginning

Ledger History - Detail with Payables - General Ledger

Payee

Parameters: Fiscal Year: Start Date: end:2025 7/1/2024 6/30/2025

Voucher Payment Type

Tran. Type Block/Batch Posted By X-Post Source Ledger

Warrant Payment Number

JE Seq 

TOWN OF ASHBY

Account: 24-3-945-001-000 Insurance Proceeds Summary: 0.00 -31,523.8111,852.61 43,376.42

0.00 36,318.27 -36,318.27Roll Over GL 07/01/2024 merickso

3,230.62 0.00FW21865 -33,087.65

Read Custom Soils LLC 3703125-03

Payable Highway/ME 08/15/2024 merickso

Check

1,627.04 0.00FW21864 -31,460.61

Read Custom Soils LLC 3703125-03

Payable Highway/ME 08/15/2024 merickso

Check

1,799.80 0.0011XH-VPPP- Net Replacements - Pickleball -29,660.81

AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 3732825-08

Payable Highway/ME 10/24/2024 AshbyMa

Check

0.00 1,600.00Insurance pmt 881 Piper Rd, Ashby -31,260.81Receivable FY25Oct/2632 10/31/2024 merickso

1,600.00 0.0022-0761 -29,660.81

M.P. LAWN AND LANDSCAPE INC. 3743025-09

Payable Fire 2/ME 11/07/2024 merickso

Check

0.00 458.15210-25-015 -30,118.96Receivable FY25Nov/2644- 11/30/2024 merickso

458.15 0.00SO53781 -29,660.81

Colonial Municipal Group 3758525-12

Payable Police/ME 12/19/2024 merickso

Check

0.00 5,000.00ST-13 2/10/2025  Liberty Mutual (PSB -34,660.81Receivable FY25Feb/2687- 02/28/2025 merickso

1,200.00 0.002523 -33,460.81

SHATTUCK METAL WORKS 3821825-22

Payable Fire/ME 05/08/2025 merickso

Check

1,437.00 0.00297043 -32,023.81

D and G CUSTOM GRAPHICS 3818325-22

Payable Fire/ME 05/08/2025 merickso

Check

500.00 0.00IN010926 -31,523.81

FIRE TECH  SAFETY OF NE INC. 3819025-22

Payable Insurance 05/08/2025 merickso

Check

11,852.61 43,376.421 Account(s) totaling: -31,523.810.00

5/12/2025 8:49:47 AM Page 1 of 1Printed by: merickson
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Debit Credit Ending

Tran. Name Comment

Beginning

Ledger History - Detail with Payables - General Ledger

Payee

Parameters: Fiscal Year: Start Date: end:2023 7/1/2022 6/30/2023

Voucher Payment Type

Tran. Type Block/Batch Posted By X-Post Source Ledger

Warrant Payment Number

JE Seq 

Account: 24-3-945-001-000 Insurance Proceeds Summary: 0.00 -59,518.5613,035.00 72,553.56

1,560.00 0.001398 To reclass charge for MP Lawn and 1,560.00Journal Entry Fire Insurance 01/20/2023 merickso Insuranc

0.00 72,553.56Payment for Allen Field Damages less -70,993.56Receivable FY23Jan/2187- 01/31/2023 merickso

5,500.00 0.001 -65,493.56

Mayer Tree Service Inc23 reclass

Payable reclass/reclass 02/27/2023 ldellolio

5,975.00 0.0022-0244 -59,518.56

M.P. LAWN AND LANDSCAPE INC. 3439723-18

Payable Town Hall 2/ME 03/03/2023 merickso

Check

13,035.00 72,553.561 Account(s) totaling: -59,518.560.00

8/14/2024 11:03:42 AM Page 1 of 1Printed by: merickson
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Debit Credit Ending

Tran. Name Comment

Beginning

Ledger History - Detail with Payables - General Ledger

Payee

Parameters: Fiscal Year: Start Date: end:2024 7/1/2023 6/30/2024

Voucher Payment Type

Tran. Type Block/Batch Posted By X-Post Source Ledger

Warrant Payment Number

JE Seq 

Account: 24-3-945-001-000 Insurance Proceeds Summary: 0.00 -36,318.2741,800.29 78,118.56

0.00 59,518.56 -59,518.56Roll Over GL 07/01/2023 merickso

0.00 18,600.00ST3-FY24 -78,118.56Receivable FY24Aug/2341 08/31/2023 merickso

6,050.00 0.00SP6/27057 -72,068.56

ALTA Contruction Equipment NE LLC 3543224-06

Payable Highway/ME 09/28/2023 merickso

Check

4,250.00 0.0009202023 -67,818.56

Thayer Wood Energy Inc 3557724-07

Payable Highway/ME 10/13/2023 merickso

Check

8,750.00 0.00Down Payment -59,068.56

Builtwell Fence Company 3630324-18 

Payable Supplemental/ME 03/18/2024 merickso

Check

8,750.00 0.000001242 -50,318.56

Builtwell Fence Company 3638224-20

Payable TA/ME 04/11/2024 merickso

Check

860.36 0.0004192024 -49,458.20

R N Cutrumbes Trucking LLC 3655724-22

Payable Highway/ME 05/09/2024 merickso

Check

5,440.85 0.00INV199978 -44,017.35

On Deck Sports Inc 3654724-22

Payable TA/ME 05/09/2024 merickso

Check

2,641.50 0.00INV200480 -41,375.85

On Deck Sports Inc 3654724-22

Payable TA/ME 05/09/2024 merickso

Check

800.00 0.0022-0760 -40,575.85

M.P. LAWN AND LANDSCAPE INC. 3668024-24

Payable Highway/ME 06/06/2024 merickso

Check

825.00 0.0022-0759 -39,750.85

M.P. LAWN AND LANDSCAPE INC. 3668024-24

Payable Highway/ME 06/06/2024 merickso

Check

2,970.00 0.0022-0758 -36,780.85

M.P. LAWN AND LANDSCAPE INC. 3668024-24

Payable Highway/ME 06/06/2024 merickso

Check

462.58 0.00INV201421 -36,318.27

On Deck Sports Inc 3669224-24

Payable Highway/ME 06/06/2024 merickso

Check

41,800.29 78,118.561 Account(s) totaling: -36,318.270.00

8/14/2024 11:04:09 AM Page 1 of 1Printed by: merickson
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Debit Credit Ending

Tran. Name Comment

Beginning

Ledger History - Detail with Payables - General Ledger

Payee

Parameters: Fiscal Year: Start Date: end:2025 7/1/2024 6/30/2025

Voucher Payment Type

Tran. Type Block/Batch Posted By X-Post Source Ledger

Warrant Payment Number

JE Seq 

Account: 24-3-945-001-000 Insurance Proceeds Summary: 0.00 4,857.664,857.66 0.00

3,230.62 0.00FW21865 3,230.62

Read Custom Soils LLC 3703125-03

Payable Highway/ME 08/15/2024 merickso

Check

1,627.04 0.00FW21864 4,857.66

Read Custom Soils LLC 3703125-03

Payable Highway/ME 08/15/2024 merickso

Check

4,857.66 0.001 Account(s) totaling: 4,857.660.00

8/14/2024 11:04:41 AM Page 1 of 1Printed by: merickson
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Revenue 962,181.09$       962,181.09$        

Project code Project Name Estimated cost Actual costs Available Comments:

24-3-236 000 Misc expenses 2,278.90$            2,278.90$             -$                        Jennifer Collins - zoom and docusign & COVID test kits
000 Premium Pay - Police 15,000.00$         15,000.00$          -$                        Pay to officers and chief
000 ARPA reporting services 6,000.00$            3,002.50$             2,997.50$             Rescinded 9k 10.9.24
000 Premium Pay - Fire 11,078.77$         11,078.77$          -$                        Pay to firefighters and chief
000 Epermitting software - removed 8/31/22 -$                        -$                        -$                        
000 CARES expenses not reimbursed $62,796.04 -$                        -$                        -$                        reimbursed 6.6.23 returned back to ARPA
000 Community First National Bank 52,232.47$         52,232.47$          -$                        approval via email - Fire Truck lease payment
016 American Legion ADA Ramp 7,250.00$            7,250.00$             -$                        Approved SBM 07.31.24
026 ADA Transition Plan Phase I only 5,500.00$            5,500.00$             12.31.24
027 Employee Professional training 2,208.00$            2,208.00$             12.31.24

Subtotal General Government 101,548.14$       90,842.64$           10,705.50$           

012 School renovation project 201,085.00$       201,085.00$       -$                           rescinded $98,915 12.31.24
019 School piping in tunnels 12,461.00$         12,461.00$          12.31.24
020 School awning insulation 531.00$                531.00$                 12.31.24

214,077.00$       201,085.00$       12,992.00$           

001 Public Safety Building - Well Project 62,609.73$         62,609.73$          -$                        Hutter Construction
002 Public Safety Building - Septic 156,333.40$       156,333.40$       -$                        Hutter Construction
003 Public Safety Building - Storm Water 32,190.09$         32,190.09$          -$                        Hutter Construction
014 Police 2023 Cruiser 20,000.00$         20,000.00$          -$                        
015 Police Dept Tasers 6,311.61$            6,311.61$             -$                        
018 Fire Engine Pump Replace 4,182.51$            -$                        4,182.51$             Rescinded $18,362.47 12.31.24
022 Police Cruiser 20,000.00$         -$                        20,000.00$          12.31.24
023 Police Body Cam attachments 5,400.00$            -$                        5,400.00$             12.31.24
029 Fire Engine repairs 18,362.47$         -$                        18,362.47$          12.31.24

Subtotal Public Safety Building 325,389.81$      277,444.83$       47,944.98$           

004 Highway - Office space 41,110.20$         41,110.20$          -$                        Jet Concrete, Country Electric, DW Lammi, NE contracting, Twin City
005 Highway - Well & Septic Project 26,866.59$         26,866.59$          -$                        Balcom Bros Rentals & Gap Mountain Drilling & DW Lammi Plumbing
006 Electric Sander 7,803.94$            7,803.94$             -$                           
007 Snow Plow 38,953.00$         38,953.00$          -$                        
013 Highway Dump Truck 115,599.53$       115,599.53$       -$                           
021 Highway Vehicle 50,000.00$         50,000.00$           12.31.24
028 Highway Skag Lawnmower 10,000.00$         10,000.00$           12.31.24

Subtotal Highway 290,333.26$       230,333.26$        60,000.00$           

008 Failed septic replace @ historical society 3,669.32$            3,669.32$             -$                        Rescinded 26,330.68
009 Failed septic replace @ Maja Hall 4,100.07$            4,100.07$             -$                        Rescinde 25,899.93 10.09.24
010 HVAC upgrade to Library UV filtration -$                        -$                        Rescinded $4,500
011 Failed well replace @ historical society -$                        -$                        Rescinded $23,000
017 Revitalization Tennis and Basketball Courts 20,000.00$         20,000.00$          -$                        

Subtotal Public Works 27,769.39$         27,769.39$          -$                           

024 COA Events 1,563.00$            1,563.00$             12.31.24
025 Library Events 1,500.00$            1,500.00$             12.31.24

Subtotal Human Services 3,063.00$             -$                        3,063.00$              

Total Cost 1,179,320.60$   827,475.12$        134,705.48$        
 This amount is the balance for obligated projects/not to use for other 

projects 

Available (217,139.51)$      134,705.97$        118,650.48$        

Spent TD
Grant Amount 962,181.09$       827,475.12$       134,705.97$       Ending balance
Amount Obligated 962,180.60$       

0.49$                        This is the amount available for obligation

AAB 172
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Occupational Licensure

Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Architectural Access Board
1000 Washington St., Suite 710

Boston, Massachusetts  02118

LAYLA R. D’EMILIA
UNDERSECRETARY OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS AND BUSINESS REGULATION

SARAH R. WILKINSON
COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE

MAURA HEALEY
GOVERNOR

KIM DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

YVONNE HAO
SECRETARY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE

OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

FIRST AMENDED NOTICE OF ACTION

RE: Allen Field Playground , 92 Breen Road Ashby

March 4, 2025
March 10, 2025

Date: March 11, 2025

Local Building Inspector
Local Disability Commission

Independent Living Center

cc:

.

Chairperson
ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Any person aggrieved by the above decision may request an adjudicatory hearing before the Board within
30 days of receipt of this decision by filing the attached request for an adjudicatory hearing. If after 30

days, a request for an adjudicatory hearing is not received, the above decision becomes a final decision and
the appeal process is through Superior Court.

21024

PLEASE NOTE: All documentation (written and visual) verifying that the conditions of the variance
have been met must be submitted to the AAB Office as soon as the required work is completed.

,

Docket Number V

The additional documents were reviewed by the Board on
On the Architectural Access Board received an additional submission from Petitioner

At that meeting, the Board

19.7 CONTINUED to request Petitioner provide the Board with: a more detailed test drawing
showing the path and its connection to each piece of play equipment

FINDS that 3/4" graded base is not a firm & stable surface material

# Section Result

1

.
voted as follows:
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Occupational Licensure

Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Architectural Access Board
1000 Washington St., Suite 710

Boston, Massachusetts  02118

LAYLA R. D’EMILIA
UNDERSECRETARY OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS AND BUSINESS REGULATION

SARAH R. WILKINSON
COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE

MAURA HEALEY
GOVERNOR

KIM DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

YVONNE HAO
SECRETARY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE

OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

NOTICE OF ACTION

RE: Allen Field Playground , 92 Breen Road Ashby

Mary DaughratyDecember 5, 2024
January 13, 2025

Date: January 14, 2025

Local Building Inspector
Local Disability Commission

Independent Living Center

cc:

.

Chairperson
ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Any person aggrieved by the above decision may request an adjudicatory hearing before the Board within
30 days of receipt of this decision by filing the attached request for an adjudicatory hearing. If after 30

days, a request for an adjudicatory hearing is not received, the above decision becomes a final decision and
the appeal process is through Superior Court.

21024

PLEASE NOTE: All documentation (written and visual) verifying that the conditions of the variance
have been met must be submitted to the AAB Office as soon as the required work is completed.

,

Docket Number V

This application and all attached documentation were reviewed by the
On the Architectural Access Board received an application submitted by

Board on
At that meeting, the Board voted as follows:

19.7 CONTINUED to request Petitioner provide the Board with: additional information on the
proposed accessible route layout of the playground and a cut sheet of the proposed surface.

 # Section Result

1

.
.
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Mary Daughraty
To: Griffin, Molly (DPL)
Subject: Re: Variance Application 92 Breed Rd, Ashby
Date: Friday, December 6, 2024 9:58:48 AM

Hi Molly,

We are seeking a variance until 5/31/25 to complete the work.

Mary Daughraty
Ashby

From: Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 1:57 PM
To: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>; Joyce, William (DPL) <William.Joyce@mass.gov>
Cc: Building Inspector <bldginsp@ashbyma.gov>
Subject: RE: Variance Application 92 Breed Rd, Ashby

Apologies for the follow-up, but I just wanted to make sure this was filled out
completely. It looks like a word was cut off in question 16 request #1, and it notes that
the park would be in compliance by today, 12/5/2024 in the same question- is there
another date that was meant to be put there?

Thank you!
Molly

Molly Griffin
Program Coordinator
She/Her/Hers
Architectural Access Board
Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Division of Occupational Licensure
1000 Washington Street, Suite 710
Boston, MA 02118
www.mass.gov/AAB
617-826-5215
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 1:39 PM
To: Joyce, William (DPL) <William.Joyce@mass.gov>; Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>
Cc: Building Inspector <bldginsp@ashbyma.gov>
Subject: Variance Application 92 Breed Rd, Ashby

 

 

Good Afternoon, William & Molly,
 
The Town of Ashby is submitting a variance application for docket #C24-019. We will provide
the $50.00 processing fee upon receipt of an invoice.
 
Thank you in advance for reviewing this application.
 
Best regards,
 
Mary Daughraty
Town of Ashby
Town Administrator
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16. Please list specific technical sections, not 521 CMR 3.

Request #1 

Section(s) for which you are seeking relief: _____ _ 

Are you seeking temporary relief: @ Yes O No 

Types of Attachments for this Request: 
D Floor/Site Plans, [Fast Estimates, 
0Photographs,0Test Drawings, 
D Other(s): ________ _ 

If yes, what date do you propose to be in compliance by: _______ ? 

Please describe in detail why compliance with the Board's regulations are impracticable (as defined in 
521 CMR 5) for the subject of this request, and attach whatever documents are relevant to support 
your argument that compliance is impracticable (attach additional pages if necessary, please identify 
which request each attachment is in support of): 
Due to the winter season the Town of Ashby is seeking a variance in time to have 

Allen Field playground comply with Mass 521 CMR with "Accessible walkways'' at 

our playground located at 92 Breed Road, Ashby, MA 01431 and to be completed by 

5/31/2025. Thi 

Request #2 

Section(s) for which you are seeking relief: _____ _ 

Are you seeking temporary relief: QYes QNo 

Types of Attachments for this Request: 
D Floor/Site Plans, Ocost Estimates, 
0 Photographs,OTest Drawings, 
D Other(s): ______ _ 

If yes, what date do you propose to be in compliance by: _________ ? 

Please describe in detail why compliance with the Board's regulations are impracticable (as defined in 
521 CMR 5) for the subject of this request, and attach whatever documents are relevant to support 
your argument that compliance is impracticable (attach additional pages if necessary, please identify 
which request each attachment is in suooort of): 

Page 5 of9 Rev, 2/24 

5/31/2025
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Division of Occupational Licensure
Office of Public Safety and Inspections

Architectural Access Board
1000 Washington St., Suite 710 

V: 617

 

GENERAL BUILDING COMPLAINT FORM

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS FORM IS A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD AND 
WILL BE DISCLOSED UPON REQUEST.

 
1. What is the name and address of 

Regulations of this Board? 
  
 Building Name or Description:  
  
 __ Town of Ashby Highway Department and 
  
 Street Address:  
  
 _______92 Breed Road (AKA 861 West Road, Ashby, MA 
  
 City/Town: 
  
  _____Ashby, Ma 01431__________________________________________________
 
 
2. Does it appear that the building was recently constructed or renovated? 
 
 
3. What date were you most recently at the building? ____
 
 
4. How many floors? __1 to 1.5 (storage on top)

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Division of Occupational Licensure 
Office of Public Safety and Inspections 

Architectural Access Board 
1000 Washington St., Suite 710 • Boston • MA • 02118 

V: 617-727-0660 •  www.mass.gov/aab 
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GENERAL BUILDING COMPLAINT FORM 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS FORM IS A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD AND 
WILL BE DISCLOSED UPON REQUEST. 

What is the name and address of the building believed to be in violation of the Rules and 

Highway Department and Allen Field _________________

861 West Road, Ashby, MA 01431 ) ________________

__________________________________________________

Does it appear that the building was recently constructed or renovated? ____

most recently at the building? ____12/9/2023________ 

1.5 (storage on top)__________ 

 

Docket Number 

 
____________ 

(Office Use Only) 

  Rev, 4/2022 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS FORM IS A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD AND 

to be in violation of the Rules and 

_________________ 

__________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

____Yes_________ 
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5. Please describe the violation(s) as clearly as possible.  Include information on the nature of 
the violation, the location of the violation within the building or site, and any other information 
you feel might be relevant.  The Board’s staff also recommends you include 
photographs of the violation if possible. (Please use additional sheets if necessary): 

 

The Town of Ashby rebuilt the Highway and Allen field is a combined lot assest value of FY 2023 value 

is $103,680.  

(Total $129,000) 

a. In ARPA funds 1/19/2022 was used for well and Office Space = $69,000. 

a. Highway building after new office space and new bathroom has, are not Handicap 

b. Highway building has no Handicap parking  
 

b. The removal of surrounding trees and debre cost the Town $20-30k From Mass Ch 90 funds and 
insurance 
 

c. Allen Field  New Electric from insurance claim $15k 
 

d. Allen Field  New backstop and dug out from  insurance claim, not handicap access $5-10k 
 

e. Allen Field Bleachers after insurance repairs, not handicap access  

Over the past year 2022 – 2023 (estimated  is $30-40K) plus more  :  

a. Playground no Handicapaccess to playground bathrooms, even though they was just recently redone 
(estimated  is $10K)   
 

b. They cleared trees between the Highway to the play ground and fields, no Handicap path or access  
(estimated  is $20K)   
 

c. Expanded parking, but no Handicap ramps or Handicap Parking and not paved either.  (estimated  is 
$10K)   
 

d. New Playground equipment, but not handicap accessible  (estimated  is $20K)   
 

e. Nov 2023 Town is funding for a new build in the Highway (On the Minutes) 
 

f. Dec 6, 2023 Town is funding for more play ground equipment that was damaged when moving it (on the 
minutes) 
 

g. 2021-2022 The Bathroom’s for the Allen field was renovated. 
 

h. 2021 The Children’s playground was replaced in, I donated to the project 

 

Allen Field increased from 3 baseball fields to 5 (maybe 6) without adding in handicap 
bathrooms, handicap dugout, handicap access to bleachers and parking. 

AAB 201
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Per the guidance you should determining space to include bleachers, dugouts, fences, scoreboards, 
parking and bathrooms. Example: 20 Parking spaces per diamond, etc. 
https://ballfields.com/baseball-field-dimensions/space-needs-of-a-ballfield/  

 

6.  Name and address of person/organization filing this complaint (if organization is filing, please 
provide the Board with the name of a contact person) (required): 

  

Name: ____Patrick McPhee______________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:  

 ______56 Heywood Road, Ashby, Ma 01431___________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

  

 E-mail: 
_____pmcphee@comcast.net_________________________________________________ 

 

 Telephone: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Would you like to receive communication from the Board electronically or via US Mail? 
Email: [ X ] Regular Mail: [  ] 

 

8. Individual Signature (required): ______ ______________ 
  
 Date: ___Dec 26, 2023_______  
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OPTIONAL INFORMATION 
 
The following information is optional, and your complaint will be processed regardless of 
whether the information is provided. However, you should be aware that the less 
information that is provided, the longer it will take this office to process your 
complaint. 
 
a. Name and address of the building owner or manager: 
 
 Name: ________ Town of Ashby ____________________________________________ 
  
 Mailing Address: 
  
 ______________ 895 Main St, Ashby, MA 01431 ______________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

b. The Board only considers complaints with respect to buildings which are: 
 1.) constructed by the state, city or town, and construction, reconstruction, alteration or 

remodeling occurred after December of 1968; or 
 2.) privately financed buildings that are open to or used by the public and construction, 

reconstruction, alteration or remodeling occurred after June 10, 1975. 
 
c. Do you have reason to believe the element(s) subject to this complaint have been 

recently renovated? 
 
  Yes: _X___ No: _____ 
 
 If you answered yes, please indicate the date and extent of the work below, and if 

possible attach a copy of the associated building permit to this complaint. 
 
      1/19/2022  Highway well and Office  Please contact prior superintendent  Steve B 978-602-2022 
 
 Town $20-30k From Mass Ch 90 funds and insurance contact superintendent  Steve B 978-602-

2022 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Continued on Next Page 
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2.) Do you have reason to believe that in any continuous 3-year period the spending on 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, or remodeling was more than: 

 
 $100,000     __Yes_ 
 
 30% of the building’s assessed value  __Yes_ 
 
 If you answered yes, please indicate the date and extent of the work below, and if 

possible attach a copy of the associated building permit to this complaint. 
 
 _____see ARPA funds, __________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Assessed value of the building only (do not include the value of the land):  
  
 _____proprty value FY 2023 $103,680._________________________________________ 
 
 If possible, please attach a copy of the property card to your complaint. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MOiVe1uB_rupaLV-qVcPQHAOHQudGj9n 

Warrant account ARPA / ME  

GL 24-3-236-004-705 
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All the red sections of trees have been removed, to add two or more fields 
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Mary Daughraty
To: Griffin, Molly (DPL)
Subject: Re: Variance Application 92 Breed Rd, Ashby
Date: Friday, December 6, 2024 9:58:48 AM

Hi Molly,

We are seeking a variance until 5/31/25 to complete the work.

Mary Daughraty
Ashby

From: Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 1:57 PM
To: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov>; Joyce, William (DPL) <William.Joyce@mass.gov>
Cc: Building Inspector <bldginsp@ashbyma.gov>
Subject: RE: Variance Application 92 Breed Rd, Ashby
 
Apologies for the follow-up, but I just wanted to make sure this was filled out
completely. It looks like a word was cut off in question 16 request #1, and it notes that
the park would be in compliance by today, 12/5/2024 in the same question- is there
another date that was meant to be put there?
 
Thank you!
Molly
 
Molly Griffin
Program Coordinator
She/Her/Hers
Architectural Access Board
Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Division of Occupational Licensure
1000 Washington Street, Suite 710
Boston, MA 02118
www.mass.gov/AAB
617-826-5215
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CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Mary Daughraty <mdaughraty@ashbyma.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 1:39 PM
To: Joyce, William (DPL) <William.Joyce@mass.gov>; Griffin, Molly (DPL) <Molly.Griffin@mass.gov>
Cc: Building Inspector <bldginsp@ashbyma.gov>
Subject: Variance Application 92 Breed Rd, Ashby

 

 

Good Afternoon, William & Molly,
 
The Town of Ashby is submitting a variance application for docket #C24-019. We will provide
the $50.00 processing fee upon receipt of an invoice.
 
Thank you in advance for reviewing this application.
 
Best regards,
 
Mary Daughraty
Town of Ashby
Town Administrator
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16. Please list specific technical sections, not 521 CMR 3.

Request #1 

Section(s) for which you are seeking relief: _____ _ 

Are you seeking temporary relief: @ Yes O No 

Types of Attachments for this Request: 
D Floor/Site Plans, [Fast Estimates, 
0Photographs,0Test Drawings, 
D Other(s): ________ _ 

If yes, what date do you propose to be in compliance by: _______ ? 

Please describe in detail why compliance with the Board's regulations are impracticable (as defined in 
521 CMR 5) for the subject of this request, and attach whatever documents are relevant to support 
your argument that compliance is impracticable (attach additional pages if necessary, please identify 
which request each attachment is in support of): 
Due to the winter season the Town of Ashby is seeking a variance in time to have 

Allen Field playground comply with Mass 521 CMR with "Accessible walkways'' at 

our playground located at 92 Breed Road, Ashby, MA 01431 and to be completed by 

5/31/2025. Thi 

Request #2 

Section(s) for which you are seeking relief: _____ _ 

Are you seeking temporary relief: QYes QNo 

Types of Attachments for this Request: 
D Floor/Site Plans, Ocost Estimates, 
0 Photographs,OTest Drawings, 
D Other(s): ______ _ 

If yes, what date do you propose to be in compliance by: _________ ? 

Please describe in detail why compliance with the Board's regulations are impracticable (as defined in 
521 CMR 5) for the subject of this request, and attach whatever documents are relevant to support 
your argument that compliance is impracticable (attach additional pages if necessary, please identify 
which request each attachment is in suooort of): 

Page 5 of9 Rev, 2/24 

5/31/2025
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1

Chase, Andrew M (DPL)

From: Chase, Andrew M (DPL)
Sent: Friday, November 22, 2024 11:49 AM
Subject: Allen Field, 92 Breed Rd, Ashby (C24-019) - First Notice.pdf
Attachments: C24-019 First Notice.pdf

Hello, 
 
Attached is a copy of the First Notice sent by the Architectural Access Board regarding Allen Field, 92 Breed Rd, 
Ashby. This email is intended to keep all interested parties informed. 
 
Regards, 
 
Andrew Chase 
Compliance Officer 
Architectural Access Board 
Office of Public Safety and Inspections 
Division of Occupational Licensure 
1000 Washington Street, Suite 710 
Boston, MA 02118 
617-826-5255 Ext. 25255 
www.mass.gov/aab 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Division of Occupational Licensure
Office of Public Safety and Inspections

Architectural Access Board
1000 Washington St., Suite 710 

V: 617

 

GENERAL BUILDING COMPLAINT FORM

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS FORM IS A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD AND 
WILL BE DISCLOSED UPON REQUEST.

 
1. What is the name and address of 

Regulations of this Board? 
  
 Building Name or Description:  
  
 __ Town of Ashby Highway Department and 
  
 Street Address:  
  
 _______92 Breed Road (AKA 861 West Road, Ashby, MA 
  
 City/Town: 
  
  _____Ashby, Ma 01431__________________________________________________
 
 
2. Does it appear that the building was recently constructed or renovated? 
 
 
3. What date were you most recently at the building? ____
 
 
4. How many floors? __1 to 1.5 (storage on top)

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Division of Occupational Licensure 
Office of Public Safety and Inspections 

Architectural Access Board 
1000 Washington St., Suite 710 • Boston • MA • 02118 

V: 617-727-0660 •  www.mass.gov/aab 
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GENERAL BUILDING COMPLAINT FORM 
 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS FORM IS A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD AND 
WILL BE DISCLOSED UPON REQUEST. 

What is the name and address of the building believed to be in violation of the Rules and 

Highway Department and Allen Field _________________

861 West Road, Ashby, MA 01431 ) ________________

__________________________________________________

Does it appear that the building was recently constructed or renovated? ____

most recently at the building? ____12/9/2023________ 

1.5 (storage on top)__________ 

 

Docket Number 

 
____________ 

(Office Use Only) 

  Rev, 4/2022 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS FORM IS A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD AND 

to be in violation of the Rules and 

_________________ 

__________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

____Yes_________ 
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5. Please describe the violation(s) as clearly as possible.  Include information on the nature of 
the violation, the location of the violation within the building or site, and any other information 
you feel might be relevant.  The Board’s staff also recommends you include 
photographs of the violation if possible. (Please use additional sheets if necessary): 

 

The Town of Ashby rebuilt the Highway and Allen field is a combined lot assest value of FY 2023 value 

is $103,680.  

(Total $129,000) 

a. In ARPA funds 1/19/2022 was used for well and Office Space = $69,000. 

a. Highway building after new office space and new bathroom has, are not Handicap 

b. Highway building has no Handicap parking  
 

b. The removal of surrounding trees and debre cost the Town $20-30k From Mass Ch 90 funds and 
insurance 
 

c. Allen Field  New Electric from insurance claim $15k 
 

d. Allen Field  New backstop and dug out from  insurance claim, not handicap access $5-10k 
 

e. Allen Field Bleachers after insurance repairs, not handicap access  

Over the past year 2022 – 2023 (estimated  is $30-40K) plus more  :  

a. Playground no Handicapaccess to playground bathrooms, even though they was just recently redone 
(estimated  is $10K)   
 

b. They cleared trees between the Highway to the play ground and fields, no Handicap path or access  
(estimated  is $20K)   
 

c. Expanded parking, but no Handicap ramps or Handicap Parking and not paved either.  (estimated  is 
$10K)   
 

d. New Playground equipment, but not handicap accessible  (estimated  is $20K)   
 

e. Nov 2023 Town is funding for a new build in the Highway (On the Minutes) 
 

f. Dec 6, 2023 Town is funding for more play ground equipment that was damaged when moving it (on the 
minutes) 
 

g. 2021-2022 The Bathroom’s for the Allen field was renovated. 
 

h. 2021 The Children’s playground was replaced in, I donated to the project 

 

Allen Field increased from 3 baseball fields to 5 (maybe 6) without adding in handicap 
bathrooms, handicap dugout, handicap access to bleachers and parking. 
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Per the guidance you should determining space to include bleachers, dugouts, fences, scoreboards, 
parking and bathrooms. Example: 20 Parking spaces per diamond, etc. 
https://ballfields.com/baseball-field-dimensions/space-needs-of-a-ballfield/  

 

6.  Name and address of person/organization filing this complaint (if organization is filing, please 
provide the Board with the name of a contact person) (required): 

  

Name: ____Patrick McPhee______________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:  

 ______56 Heywood Road, Ashby, Ma 01431___________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

  

 E-mail: 
_____pmcphee@comcast.net_________________________________________________ 

 

 Telephone: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Would you like to receive communication from the Board electronically or via US Mail? 
Email: [ X ] Regular Mail: [  ] 

 

8. Individual Signature (required): ______ ______________ 
  
 Date: ___Dec 26, 2023_______  
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OPTIONAL INFORMATION 
 
The following information is optional, and your complaint will be processed regardless of 
whether the information is provided. However, you should be aware that the less 
information that is provided, the longer it will take this office to process your 
complaint. 
 
a. Name and address of the building owner or manager: 
 
 Name: ________ Town of Ashby ____________________________________________ 
  
 Mailing Address: 
  
 ______________ 895 Main St, Ashby, MA 01431 ______________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

b. The Board only considers complaints with respect to buildings which are: 
 1.) constructed by the state, city or town, and construction, reconstruction, alteration or 

remodeling occurred after December of 1968; or 
 2.) privately financed buildings that are open to or used by the public and construction, 

reconstruction, alteration or remodeling occurred after June 10, 1975. 
 
c. Do you have reason to believe the element(s) subject to this complaint have been 

recently renovated? 
 
  Yes: _X___ No: _____ 
 
 If you answered yes, please indicate the date and extent of the work below, and if 

possible attach a copy of the associated building permit to this complaint. 
 
      1/19/2022  Highway well and Office  Please contact prior superintendent  Steve B 978-602-2022 
 
 Town $20-30k From Mass Ch 90 funds and insurance contact superintendent  Steve B 978-602-

2022 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Continued on Next Page 
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2.) Do you have reason to believe that in any continuous 3-year period the spending on 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, or remodeling was more than: 

 
 $100,000     __Yes_ 
 
 30% of the building’s assessed value  __Yes_ 
 
 If you answered yes, please indicate the date and extent of the work below, and if 

possible attach a copy of the associated building permit to this complaint. 
 
 _____see ARPA funds, __________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Assessed value of the building only (do not include the value of the land):  
  
 _____proprty value FY 2023 $103,680._________________________________________ 
 
 If possible, please attach a copy of the property card to your complaint. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MOiVe1uB_rupaLV-qVcPQHAOHQudGj9n 

Warrant account ARPA / ME  

GL 24-3-236-004-705 
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All the red sections of trees have been removed, to add two or more fields 
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