
I-90 ALLSTON INTERCHANGE
A MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECT

TASK FORCE MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 – FIORENTINO COMMUNITY CENTER



TASK FORCE MEETING – 9/12 /19 FIORENTINO COMMUNITY CENTER 2

• Welcome & Introductions
• Public Meetings and Site Walk Update
• NEPA and Agency Coordination Update
• Charles River Bank/Park Treatment
• Discussion

Meeting Agenda
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• From Franklin
Street

• To the BU Bridge
• Via:

– Cambridge
Street

– Paul Dudley
White Path

Task Force Site Walk – July 30
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Task Force Site Walk – July 30 – Highlights of Discussion I
• Franklin Street footbridge is an important, neighborhood connector

– Early replacement remains a MassDOT goal
– Columns must be placed to avoid impacts to needed I-90 and rail shifts during construction

• Cambridge Street at Linden Street and Lincoln Street
– Project team is studying how to construct a safe bicycle/pedestrian crossing here
– Project will reconstruct Lincoln Street pedestrian switchback with accessible grades

• Cambridge Street at Seattle Street
– West Station to be approximately 800’ south (towards Brookline) of this intersection
– Cambridge Street to be reconstructed with:

• Separated bicycle/pedestrian facilities on both sides
• Protected intersections
• A triple row of street trees

– Protecting streets like Seattle from cut-through traffic remains an important project goal
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Task Force Site Walk – July 30 – Highlights of Discussion II

• Along the Dudley White Path
– Concept 3L includes a single lane right turn to Cambridge via River Street from SFR
– Still allows for relief of “the narrows” and expansion of parkland
– Proposed temporary trestle to run from Salt Creek outfall to the BU Bridge

• At the BU Bridge
– Riverbank restoration will be:

• Built into the project
• Likely to look similar to DCR Memorial Drive Phase II work in Cambridge

– Proposed SFR viaduct will allow for capture/treatment of stormwater before discharge
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Summer Public Information Meetings

• Framingham – July 18
• Worcester – August 14
• Strong attendance at both events
• Focus on mobility during and after construction

– “How will this benefit us in MetroWest?”
– Commuter rail
– Express buses
– Ensuring that the public is kept informed during construction

• Request for ongoing dialog with MetroWest/Worcester
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NEPA and Agency Coordination Update

• Agency Coordination to Date
– July 16th and August 27th Coordination Meetings
– Introduced agencies to the project including: proposed purpose & need, schedule, alternatives

including the Throat options, constructability of the SFR Hybrid option

• Anticipated NOI publication by the end of October
– NOI is a public notice that FHWA will be preparing an Environmental Impact Statement for the

project.
– Kicks off the scoping process and starts the 2 year clock on the NEPA process – two year

timeline from publication of the NOI to publication of the FEIS/ROD (Record of Decision).

9



TASK FORCE MEETING – 9/12 /19 FIORENTINO COMMUNITY CENTER

NEPA and Agency Coordination Update

• Scoping
– Public’s first opportunity to comment on the project during the NEPA process
– Scoping Report to be published for public comment after publication of the NOI
– Under 23 U.S.C. 139(g)(2), the public comment period for Scoping will be 30 days
– Scoping Report includes:

• Public Involvement Plan
• Purpose & Need
• Preliminary Alternatives for the project
• Methods of evaluating environmental impacts

• MEPA
– Anticipated Notice of Project Change (NPC) early 2020
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Permitting

• USCG
– Navigation Impact Report

• USACE and Coast Guard
– Coordination Meeting on August 28th

• DEP Wetlands & Waterways
– ANRAD
– Permitting Coordination Meeting  on August 8th
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2002

Programmed Uses
2002 Charles River Basin Master Plan
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I-90 Allston Interchange Project Placemaking Study
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• Agannis Way Crossover
– Very desirable
– Opportunities for vistas
– Connections in both directions
– Sculptural

• BU & Grand Junction Bridges/Soldiers
Field Road/Commonwealth Ave Nexus
– Very desirable
– Connections to BU Bridge, street, and

Grand Junction
– Could be integrated with new development

• Allston Throat Esplanade
– Highway buffer
– Expand park towards river to provide

separation from the highway (floating
wetlands)

– Separate bicyclists from walking/park
experience

April 2019 BSA Charette
Focus Group Topics
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4200 FEET

140 FEET

River Parkland Scalar Studies
River Parkland Site Dimensions
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River Parkland Scalar Studies
Charles River Esplanade – West End of Lagoon near Boston University Housing
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River Parkland Scalar Studies
Hatch Shell Lawn at the Charles River Esplanade 
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River Parkland Scalar Studies
Magazine Beach
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River Parkland Scalar Studies
North Riverbank at Harvard
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River Parkland Scalar Studies
Bow River Walk – Calgary, AB Canada
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River Parkland Scalar Studies
Passaic Riverfront Park – Newark, New Jersey
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River Parkland Scalar Studies
Hunter’s Point South - New York, New York
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Paul Dudley White Bike Path/Pedestrian Way – Section at Most Narrow Point
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Access Points
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Access Points
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Access Points from Future Development (Cambridge Street South)
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Access Points – Future Access Precedent Photo
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Back Edge Condition – Walls and Fencing 
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Back Edge Condition - Precedents
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• Orange zone
indicates 15ft
offset from
highway wall

Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Back Edge Condition
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Back Edge Condition
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
Back Edge Condition
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• Extent of Reconstruction
• Relationship of Park Users to Water
• Biodiversity / Width of Planted Bank
• Erosion / Slope
• Outfalls

Allston River Parklands and River Edge
River Edge Considerations
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
River Edge – Slope in Reconstructed Areas
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
River Edge Objectives – DCR Charles River Basin Vegetation Management Plan
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
River Edge – Increased Biodiversity
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• Green zone indicates 20ft
offset from water’s edge

• In throat area, space is
limited to either bank
planting more buffer on
backside of path

Allston River Parklands and River Edge
River Edge – Increased Bank Plantings
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Outfall locations to be determined

Bioretention buffer, 
swale or basin (approx.
size and location)

Allston River Parklands and River Edge
River Parklands – Stormwater Basins and Outfalls
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
River Parklands – Outfall and Stormwater Basin Precedents
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Allston River Parklands and River Edge
River Parklands –
Relationship of Park Users to Water
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