
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

At the Supreme Judicial Court holden at Boston within and for said

Commonwealth on the seventh day of November, in the year two thousand

and seventeen:

present,

HON. RALPH D. GANTS

HON. BARBARA A. LENK

HON. FRANK M. GAZIANO

HON. DAVID A. LOWY

HON. KIMBERLY S. BUDD

HON. ELSPETH B. CYPHER

HON. SCOTT L. KAFKER

Chief Justice

Justices

ORDERED: That Chapter Three of the Rules of the Supreme Judicial

Court is hereby amended as follows:

Rule 3:01 By deleting the current Rule 3:01 and

inserting in lieu thereof the new Rule 3:01,

attached hereto.



The amendments accomplished by this order shall take effect

on March 1, 2018.

HON. RALPH D. GANTS

HON. BARBARA A. LENK )

HON. FRANK M. GAZIANO )

HON. DAVID A. LOWY )

HON. KIMBERLY S. BUDD )

HON. ELSPETH B. CYPHER )

HON. SCOTT L. KAFKER )

Chief Justice

Justices



RULES OF THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT

3:01 ATTORNEYS

Preamble

Persons desiring admission to the Massachusetts bar may petition to: (1) sit for the Uniform Bar
Examination as provided in Section 1.1; (2) transfer a Unifornl Bar Examinatioli score earned in
another jurisdiction as provided in Section 1.2; or (3) be admitted by motion as provided by
Section 6.1 or 6.2.

Section 1. Filing Requirements for Admission

1.1 Admission by Wi°itte» U~vifo~°m Bar Examination. Persons desiring admission to the bar
of the Commonwealth by written exaininatioii in Massachusetts or a concurrent written
exam in another Uniform Bar Examination jurisdiction shall petition by filing wit11 the
Cleric of the Supreme Judicial Court for the cotuity of Suffollc:

1.1.1 Petition for Admission accoiilpanied by the recommendation of a member of the
bar of this Commonwealth or of any state, district or territory of the United States;

1.1.2 Petitioner's Statement;

1.1.3 Authorization Foi-~n;

1.1,4 Law School Cei~ificate;

1.1.5 Multistate Professional Responsibility Exaliliilatioli Score Report that sets forth a
passing scaled score that meets or exceeds the Massachusetts required score;

1..1.6 Two (2) Letters of Reconunendation for Admission; and

1.1.7 Current Certificates) of Admission and Good. Standing from the highest judicial court of
each state, district, territory or foreign cotultry to which the petitioner is admitted, if
applicable.

1,2 Admission by Ti^ansfer^ of Uniform Bay^ Exami~~ataor~ Sco~̂ e P~̂ eviously Em°t~ed in Another°
Jars°i,s~iction. Persons desiring admission to the bar of the Commonwealth by transfer of a
Uniform Bar Examination score previously eanied in another jurisdiction shall petition
by filing wrth the Cleric of the Supreme Judicial Court for the County of Suffolk;

1.2.1 Petition for Admission accompanied by the recommendation of a member of the
bar of this Cornmonwealtli or of any other state, dishict, or territory of the United
States;



1,2.2 Petitioner's Statement;

1.2.3 Authorization Fonn;

1..2.4 Law School Certificate;

1.2.5 Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination Score Report that meets or
exceeds the Massachusetts required score;

1.2.6 Written confirmation, issued by the National Conference of Bar Examiners, that
the petitioner has submitted a request to transfer a Uniform Bar Examination
transcript t11at sets forth a passing scaled score for Massachusetts that was
achieved by an administration of the Uniform Bar Examination not more than 36
months prior to the date of filing;

1.2.7 Two Letters of Recoinmendatioli for Admission; and

1.2.8 Current Cei~ti~cate(s) of Admission and Good Standing from the highest judicial
court of eac11 state, district, territory or foreign coulitry to which the petitioner is
~dri~itted, if applicable.

1.3 Admission by Motion. Persons desirilig aclinission to the bar of the Commonwealth by
motion, pursuant to Rule 3:01, Section 6.1 or 6.2, shall petition by filing with the Cleric of
the Supreme Judicial Court for the county of Sliffollc:

1.3.1 Petition for Admission accompanied by the recommendation of a member of the
bar of this Commonwealth ar of any state, district or territory of the United States;

1.3.2 Petitioner's Statement;

1.3.3 Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination Score Report that meets or

exceeds the Massachusetts required score;

1.3.4 (,seclio» deleted)

1.3.5 For admission by motion pursuant to Section 6.1, three (3) letters of
Reconunendation for Admission from members of the bar of the Con~llonwealtli
or of the bar of the state, district or territory of the United States where the
petitioner is acl~nitted or last practiced. At least one letter must be from a member
of the bar of the state, district or territory of the United States where the petitioner
is admitted.;

1.3.6 For admission by motion pursuant to Section 6.2, three (3) letters of
Recoimilendation for Admission from members of the bar of the Connnonwealtli
or of the bar of the province or territory of Canada where the petitioner is



admitted or last practiced. At least one letter must be from a member of the bar of
the province or territory of Canada where the petitioner is admitted;

1.3.7 Clurent Cei~ificate(s) of Admission acid Good Staaiding from the highest judicial
court of each state, district, territory, province or foreign cotuitry to which the
petitioner is admitted;

1.3.8 Letter from the grievance~or disciplinary entity of each state, district, territory,
province or foreign country to which the petitioner is adnutted uidicating that
there are no charges pending against the petitioner;

1.3.9 For admission by motion ptu-suant to Section 6.1, proof of active practice or
teaching of law in a state, district or territory of the United States for eve out of
the past seven years immediately preceding the ding of petitio~i for admission by
motion.

1.3,10 For admission by motion pursuant to Section 6.2, proof of active practice or
teaching of law in a province or territory of Canada for five out of the past seven
years immediately preceding the filing of petition for admission by motion.

1.4 Refers°crl to Boas°d of Bc~~° Exc~~~iners. A11 petitions for admission shall be referred to the
Board of Bar Examiners for a report as to the character, acquirements and qualifications
of the petitioner. See Rules V and VI of the Rules of the Board of Bar Examiners.

Section 2, Bar Examination

2.1 Time and Picrce. Law examinations sisals be held at least twice a year in Massachusetts.
The Board of Bar Examiners sha11 fix the times and places of the examinations and shall
give due notice thereof,

Section 3. Qualifications

3.1 G~°adzrc~zes of law schools irr a stUte, disĥ zct o~° teT̂ r°itw~~ of~the U»zted States.

3.1.1 (,section deleted)

3.1.2 College. Each petitioner shall have completed the work acceptable for a
bachelor's degree i11 a college or university, or have received an equivalent
education in the opinion of the Board of Bar Examiners.

3.1.3 Law School. Each petitioner shall have graduated with a degree of bachelor of
laws or jt~ris doctor from a law school which, at the time of graduation, is
approved by the American Bar Association or is authorized by statute of the
Coirunonwealth to grant the degree of bachelor of laws ar juris doctor.

3.2 Gl°acl~.~ates of Foj°erg» Law Schools, Graduates of law schools in foreign countries must



have a college and legal education that is, in the opinion of the Board of Bar Examiners,
similar in nature and quality to that of graduates of law schools approved by the
Aiuerican Bar Association. Before permitting such a petitioner to petition for adnussion
by sitting for the written law examination in Massachusetts or a concurrent written exam
in another Uniform Bar Examination jurisdiction, or to petition for adiliission based on
transfer of a Uniform Bar Examination score earned previously in another jurisdiction,
the Board of Bar Examiners ui its discretion inay, as a condition to such permission,
require such petitioners to take such fiirtller legal studies as the Board. of Bar Examiners
may designate at a law school approved by the American Bar Association.

3.3 Nlasscrchir,set~s La~~~ Con~po»enl Regr.~it̂ e»~errt. Each petitioner shall have successfiilly
completed the Massachusetts Law Component Examination.

Section 4. Public Notice

4.1 Notice a»d Publication. Before the Board of Bar Examiners reports to the Court on the
character, acquirements, and qualifications of a petitioner for admission, the Board of Bar
Examiners shall publish the Haines of those petitioners who passed the written law
examination iu Massachusetts or a concurrent written exam in another Uniform Bar
Examination jurisdiction, or transferred a qualifying Uniform Bar Examination score
aanied previou-sly in another jtuisdiction (under Rule 3:01, § 3) and. who, if no objection
is made, may be recommended to the Supreme Judicial Court for admission.

The Board of Bar Examiners shall publish the names on the websites of the
Massachusetts Judicial Branch and the Board of Bar Examiners. The names shall remain
published for no fewer than seven business days from a date fixed by the Board of Bar
Examiners, in consultation with the Office of the Clerlc of the Supreme Judicial Court for
the Coiulty of Silffollc.

4.2 Repo~~t to the Coin°t. Not sooner than ten days after the date fixed for publication by the
Board of Bar Examiners, the Board of Bar Examiners may report to the Supreme Judicial
Court the names of those petitioners then found qualified for admission under § 3.

Section 5. Disposition of Petitions for Admission

5.1 Qz~alifi.ed Petitiane~°s. The petitions for admission of those who pass the written law
examination in Massachusetts or a concurrent written exam in another Uniforni Bar
Examination jurisdiction, or hansfer a passing Uniform Bar Examination score earned
previously in another jurisdiction and who are found by the Board of Bar Examiners to be
of good moral character and of slif~icient acquirements and qualifications maybe allowed
and the petitioners maybe admitted either (a) in open cotilrt upon subscription to the
attorney's oaths, at such times alld places as the Supreme Judicial Court shall appoint, or
(b) by mail in accordance with procedures established by the Supreme Judicial Court and
administered. by the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court for the County of Suffollc.



5.2 Admi,ssio~a,s of Qzrcrli~ed Petitioner̂ s witl~~it~ a Li17~ited Ti~a~e. Except as otherwise ordered
by a Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, a qualified petitioner for admission maybe
sworn and enrolled as an attorney within one year of the report to the Court (Rule 3:01,
subsection 4.2) concerning the petitioner, and, if not so sworn and enrolled, the petitioner
may thereafter° be swoi7l and enrolled only if he or she satisfies the Board of Bar
Examiners as to his or her current legal knowledge, qualifications, and good moral
character.

5.3 No»-~ualifi.ed Petitioner̂ s. The petitions of those found not qualified shall be dismissed
at the expiration of sixty days from the Board of Bar Examiners' report of non-
qualification, unless within that period the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court,
on application of the petitioner, shall order a hearing on the matter,

Section 6. Admission by Motion

6.1 Per•.so»s ad»~itted 10 p~̂ ciclice ~a the Urriled .S`tales. A person who has been admitted as an
attorney of the highest judicial court of any state, district or territory of the United States
may petition to the Supreme Judicial Court for admission by iliotion as an attoi-~iey in this
Commonwealth, The Board of Bar Examiners may, in its discretion, excuse the
petitioner from talcing the written law examination or transferring a qualifying Uniform
Bar Examination score eanied previously in another jurisdiction on the petitioner's
compliance with the following conditions:

6.1.1 The petitioner shall have been admitted in another state, district or territory of the
United States for at least five years prior to petitioning for adinissiou in the
Connnonwealth, and. shall have engaged in the active practice or teaching of law
in a state, district or territory of the United States for five out of the past seven
years iimnediately preceding the filing of the petition for admission ~by motion.

6.1.2 The petitioner shall have so engaged in the practice or teaching of law since the
prior admission as to satisfy the Board of Bar Examiners of his or her good moral
character and professional qualifications.

6.1.3 (,section deleted)

6.1.4 G~°a~l~.~ate,s of~la~v schools in a state, disĥ ict or^ ter̂ ~°itory of the U»ited States. The
petitioner shall have completed work for a bachelor's degree at a college or
university, or its equivalent, and graduated from a law school which at the time of
graduation was approved by the American Bar Association or was authorized by a
state statute to grant the degree of bachelor of laws ar juris doctor.

G~°crducrtes of Foy°eign Law Schools. Graduates of law schools in foreign couiztries
must have a college and legal education that is; in the opinion of the Board of Bar
Examiners, similar in nature and quality to that of graduates of law schools
approved by the American Bar Association.
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6.1.5 The petitioner sha11 pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination if
he or she has not previously passed that exaininatiou in another jurisdiction.

6.1.6 Mas,sachzrsetts Lcrw C'o~nponenl Rec~ui~̂ emerat. Each petitioner shall have
successfizlly completed the Massachusetts Law Component Examination.

6.2 Grad~.rcrtes of Canadia» la~v schools who are admitted to practice in C'cri~ada. A person
who has graduated. from a law school in Canada, and who has been admitted as an
attonley in the Law Society of ally Canadian province or territory, inay petition to the
Supreme Judicial Court to be admitted by motion as an attoi7iey in this Commonwealth.
The Board of Bar Examiners may, in its discretion, excuse the petitioner from taking the
written law examination or transferring a qualifying Uniform Bar Examination score
earned previously in another jurisdiction on the petitioner's eoinpliance with the
following conditions:

6.2. I Tl~e petitioner shall have completed a college and legal edltcation that is, in the
opinion of the Board of Bar Examiners, similar° in nah~re and quality to that of
graduates of law schools approved by the American Bar Association,

6.2.2 The petitioner shall have been admitted. in a Canadian province or ten•itory for at
least five years prior to petitio~ig far admission in the Coimuoliwealth, and shall
have engaged i11 the active practice or teachi~ig of law ui such province or territory
for five out of the seven years iirui7ediately preceding the filing of the petition for
admission by motion.

6.2.3 The petitioner shall have so engaged in the practice or teaching of law since the
prior admission as to satisfy the Board of Bar Examiners of 11is or her good moral
character and professional qualifications.

6.2,4 The petitioner shall pass the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination if
he or she has not previously passed the exa~ninatioil in another jurisdiction.

6.2._5 The petitioner shall have successfully completed. the Massachusetts Law
Component Examination.

6.3 lYlassachlrsetts Law Con~~oner~t Rec~i~i~°eT~~ei~t. All persons desiring admission to the bar
are required to certify their successful completion of the Massachusetts Law Component
Examination to the Board of Bar Exauliners.

6.4 Notice crud Pi.~hlicalioi~ for Admzs,sio» zmder Section 6. Before the Board of Bar
Examiners reports to the Court on the character, acquirements, and gtilalifications of
petitioners for admission, the Board of Bar Examiners shall publish the names of
~etitionei°s who, if no objection is made, may be recolninended to the Supreme Judicial
Court for adnussion.

The list of nalzies shall be published on the web sites of the Massachusetts Judicial



Branch and the Board of Bar Examiners and shall remain posted for at least seven
business days from a date fixed by the Board of Bar Examiners.

6.5 Repo °t ~o the Cou~^t. Not sooner than ten days after the date fixed for publication by the
Board of Bar Examiners, the Board of Bar Examiners may report to the Supreme Jtiidicial
Court the names of those petitioners then found qualified for admission under § 6.

6.6 Time Lin~itcrtr'o» for Errroll»~e~t. Except as otherwise ordered by a Justice of the Supreme
Ju-dicial Count, a qualified petitioner maybe sworn and eiuolled as an attorney within one
year of the report to the Cotut. Failure to be so sworn. and enrolled will result in
dismissal of the petition.

Section 7. Bar Examiners' Rules

7.1 The Board of Bar Examiners may, subject to the approval of the Supreme Judicial Court,
make iltles consistent with these rules.

Section 8. Subpoenas

8.1 Any member of the Board of Bar Examiners may summon witnesses to appear before the
Board of Bar Examiners.

Section 9. Immunity.

9.1 The Board of Bar' Examiners, and. its members, employees, acid agei7ts are iminuile from
all civil liability for conduct and conuuunications occurring in the performance of their
official duties relating to the examination, character and finless qualification, and
licensing of persons seeking to be admitted to the practice of law.

9.2 Records, statelilents of opinioli aild other iizformation regarding a petitioner for admission
to the bar conmiunicated by any entity, including any person, firm, or institution, without
malice, to the Board of Bar Examiners, or to its members, employees or agents are
privileged, and civil suits predicated thereon inay not be instituted.


