Regulations Requiring Screening for CCHD


New 105 CMR 130.616(D)(12)(o) [applicable to hospitals]:

(D)  Patient Care Policies. Each maternal and newborn service shall develop and implement written patient care policies and procedures, supported by evidence based resources, which shall include provisions for the following: 

. . .
(o) Screening for critical congenital heart disease with pulse oximetry or other test approved by the Department as set forth in guidelines, unless the parent or guardian of the infant has objected to the screening based on sincerely held religious beliefs.

New 105 CMR 142.303(B) [applicable to birth centers]:

(B)  Each birth center shall adopt protocols for screening newborns for critical congenital heart disease with pulse oximetry or another test approved by the Department in accordance with Department guidelines.  Such protocols shall provide that the screening shall not be performed if the parent or guardian of the newborn infant objects to the screening based upon the sincerely held religious beliefs of the parent or guardian. 

