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Dear Members of the Board of Registration in Midwifery:
My name is Autumn Versace, CNM, and I reside at 221 North Main St. In Florence, MA. I submit this testimony in my capacity as President of the Massachusetts Affiliate of the American College of Nurse-Midwives (ACNM-MA), which represents Certified Nurse-Midwives practicing across the Commonwealth. On behalf of our members, I write in strong support of the proposed regulation 274 CMR 3.00, Licensed Certified Professional Midwife Licensure Requirements.
The proposed regulation implements a landmark piece of public health legislation: An Act Promoting Access to Midwifery Care and Out-of-Hospital Birth Options (Chapter 186 of the Acts of 2024), codified at M.G.L. c. 112, §§ 290–297. The statute was the product of years of careful work by midwives, consumers, legislators, and public health advocates, and it reflects a clear legislative judgment that Massachusetts families deserve licensed, regulated access to the full midwifery workforce — including Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs). The regulation now before the Board is the essential next step in making that law operational.
ACNM-MA supports 274 CMR 3.00 for the following reasons:
1. The regulation faithfully implements the 2024 statute. The educational eligibility criteria set out in the proposed regulation track the requirements enacted by the Legislature, providing clarity for applicants and consistency for the Board. Faithful implementation is essential to the integrity of the licensure system the Legislature created.
2. Licensure advances maternal and infant health equity. Massachusetts continues to face significant and unacceptable disparities in maternal and infant health outcomes, particularly for Black, Indigenous, and other birthing people of color. A fully licensed, regulated CPM workforce expands access to community-based, culturally congruent care, particularly in communities that have historically been underserved by the hospital-based system. The research is clear that integrating midwives across settings is associated with improved outcomes and greater patient satisfaction.
3. Licensure protects the public. A clear, state-issued license — grounded in the educational standards articulated in this regulation — gives families the ability to identify qualified providers, creates an accountability structure through the Board, and establishes the scaffolding on which forthcoming clinical-practice and complaint-process regulations will rest. Regulation is how the Commonwealth ensures safety.
4. The shield-law protections are appropriate and important. The incorporation of shield-law protections into the regulation is a meaningful safeguard for both licensees and the patients they serve, particularly in the current national landscape affecting reproductive and perinatal care. We support their inclusion.
5. Licensure strengthens interprofessional collaboration. The CNM and CPM professions serve overlapping and complementary roles in the perinatal care system. Licensure of CPMs creates a clear foundation for the referral relationships, consultation pathways, and collaborative practice arrangements that benefit patients regardless of where they choose to give birth. ACNM-MA stands in solidarity with our CPM colleagues in welcoming this regulation.
We understand that 274 CMR 3.00 is intentionally focused on licensure eligibility and does not contain clinical-practice provisions, which are being developed through a separate rulemaking process, as are regulations addressing complaints and discipline. We support that sequencing. Promulgating the licensure regulation now, without delay, will allow qualified applicants to begin the licensure process and will allow the Board to build the infrastructure needed for the additional regulations to follow.
On behalf of the Massachusetts Affiliate of the American College of Nurse-Midwives, I respectfully urge the Board to adopt 274 CMR 3.00 as proposed. Thank you for your thoughtful work on this regulation and for the opportunity to submit testimony.
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