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APPENDIX 
LEGAL UPDATE: AN ACT MODERNIZING GUN LAWS 

New defini�ons: Words that have been added to the statute are bolded. 

Updated defini�ons: words whose defini�ons have been amended are underlined.   Prior 
language that has been removed is in red; new language is in green. 

“An�que firearm”, any firearm or replica thereof manufactured in or prior to the year 1899 if 
such firearm: (i) is not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conven�onal centerfire fixed 
ammuni�on; or (ii) uses rimfire or conven�onal centerfire fixed ammuni�on that is no longer 
manufactured in the United States and which is not readily available in the ordinary channels of 
commercial trade; provided, that “an�que firearm” shall include any muzzle loading rifle, shotgun 
or pistol that is designed to use black powder, or a black powder subs�tute, and   that cannot use 
fixed ammuni�on, unless the firearm: (a) incorporates a firearm frame or receiver; (b) is 
converted into a muzzle loading firearm; or (c) is a muzzle loading firearm that can be readily 
converted to fire fixed ammuni�on by replacing the barrel, bolt, breechblock, or any combina�on 
thereof. 

“Assault-style firearm”, any firearm which is:   
(a) a semiautoma�c, centerfire rifle with the capacity to accept a detachable feeding 
device and includes at least 2 of the following features: (i) a folding or telescopic stock; 
(ii) a thumbhole stock or pistol grip; (iii) a forward grip or second handgrip or protruding 
grip that can   be held by the non-trigger hand; (iv) a threaded barrel designed to 
accommodate a flash suppressor or muzzle break or similar feature; or (v) a shroud that 
encircles either all or part of the barrel designed to shield the bearer’s hand from heat, 
excluding a slide that encloses the   barrel. 

(b) a semiautoma�c pistol with the capacity to accept a detachable feeding device and 
includes at least 2 of the following features: (i) the capacity to accept a feeding device 
that a©aches to the pistol outside of the pistol grip; (ii) a second handgrip or a protruding 
grip that can be held by the non-trigger hand; (iii) a threaded barrel capable of accep�ng 
a flash suppressor, forward handgrip or silencer; or (iv) a shroud that encircles either all 
or part of the barrel   designed to shield the bearer’s hand from heat, excluding a slide that 
encloses the barrel.   

(c) a semiautoma�c shotgun that includes at least 2 of the following features: (i) a folding 
or telescopic stock; (ii) a thumbhole stock or pistol grip; (iii) a protruding grip for the non-
trigger hand; or (iv) the capacity to accept a detachable feeding device.   

(d) Any firearm listed on the assault-style firearm roster pursuant to sec�on 128A. 
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(e) Any of the following firearms, or copies or duplicates of these firearms, of any caliber, 
iden�fied as: (i) Avtomat Kalashnikov, or AK, all models; (ii) Ac�on Arms Israeli Military 
Industries UZI and Galil; (iii) Bere©a AR70 (SC-70); (iv) Colt AR-15; (v) Fabrique Na�onal 
FN/FAL, FN/LAR and FNC; (v) SWD M-10, M-11, M-11/9 and M-12; (vi) Steyr AUG; (vii) 
INTRATEC TEC-9, TEC-DC9 and TEC-22; and (viii) revolving cylinder shotguns   including, 
but not limited to, the Street Sweeper and Striker 12;   

(f) a copy or duplicate of any firearm mee�ng the standards of or enumerated in clauses 
(d) and (e); provided, that for the purposes of this subsec�on, “copy or duplicate” shall 
mean a firearm: (A) that was manufactured or subsequently configured with an ability to 
accept a detachable magazine; and (B)(i) that has internal func�onal components that are 
substan�ally similar in construc�on and configura�on to those of an enumerated firearm 
in clauses (d) and   (e); or (ii) that has a receiver that is the same as or interchangeable 
with the receiver of an enumerated firearm in said clauses (d) and (e); provided further, 
that the firearm shall not be considered a copy or duplicate of a firearm iden�fied in 
clauses (d) and (e) if sold, owned and registered prior to July 20, 2016   

(g) “Assault-style firearm” shall not include any: (i) firearm that is operated by manual 
bolt, pump, lever or slide ac�on; (ii) firearm that has been rendered permanently 
inoperable or otherwise rendered permanently unable to be designated as a 
semiautoma�c assault-style firearm; (iii) firearm that is an an�que or relic, theatrical prop 
or other firearm that is not capable of firing a projec�le and which is not intended for use 
as a func�onal firearm and cannot be readily modified through a combina�on of available 
parts into an assault-style firearm; (iv) any of the firearms, or replicas or duplicates of such 
firearms, specified in appendix A to 18 U.S.C. sec�on 922 as appearing in such appendix 
on September 13, 1994, as such firearms were manufactured on October 1, 1993; or (v) 
semiautoma�c shotgun that cannot hold more than 5 rounds of ammuni�on in a fixed or 
detachable feeding device.   

“Assemble”, to fit together a firearm’s component parts; provided, however, that “assemble” 
shall not include firearm reassembly, repair or the fi«ng of special barrels, stocks or trigger 
mechanisms to firearms.   

“Automa�c conversion”, any modifica�on made to a firearm, including through the use of an 
automa�c part, that allows for the automa�c discharge of more than 1 shot with 1 con�nuous 
ac�va�on of the trigger or that alters or increases the rate of fire to mimic automa�c fire.   

“Automa�c part”, any device, part or combina�on of parts capable of being a©ached to a firearm 
that allows for the automa�c discharge of more than 1 shot with 1 con�nuous ac�va�on of the 
trigger or that increases the rate of fire of a firearm to mimic automa�c fire.   

“Bona fide collector of firearms”, a licensed collector pursuant to 18 U.S.C. sec�on 923(b). 

“Covert firearm”, a firearm placed in a camouflaging firearm container, or a firearm that is not a 
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stun gun, that is capable of discharging a bullet or shot and is constructed in a shape that does 
not resemble a firearm or is not immediately recognizable as a firearm, including, but not limited 
to, zip guns, concealed bolt guns, folding guns and any other firearm that resemble key chains, 
pens, canes, wallets, flashlights, cigare©e-lighters or cigare©e-packages, flare guns, pellet guns 
and bb gun conversion kits.   

“Curio or relic firearms”, firearms which are of special interest to collectors because they possess 
some quali�es not ordinarily associated with firearms intended for spor�ng use or as offensive 
or defensive firearms. 

“Decep�ve firearm device”, any device that is intended to convey the presence of a rifle, shotgun 
or firearm that is used in the commission of a violent crime, as defined in this sec�on, and which 
presents an objec�ve threat of immediate death or serious bodily harm to a person of reasonable 
and average sensibility. any device that is intended to convey the presence of a firearm that is 
used in the commission of a violent crime and that presents an objec�ve threat of   immediate 
death or serious bodily harm to a person of reasonable and average sensibility.   

“Extreme risk protec�on order” an order by the court ordering the immediate suspension and 
surrender of any license to carry firearms or firearm iden�fica�on card which the respondent 
may hold and ordering the respondent to surrender all firearms, rifles, shotguns, machine guns, 
weapons or ammuni�on which the respondent then controls, owns or possesses; provided, 
however, that an extreme risk protec�on order shall be in effect for up to 1 year from the date 
of issuance and may be renewed upon pe��on. an order by the court that orders: (i) the 
immediate suspension and surrender of any license to carry firearms or firearm iden�fica�on 
card that the respondent may hold; (ii) the respondent to surrender all firearms or ammuni�on 
that the respondent then controls, owns or possesses; and (iii) that the respondent shall be 
ineligible for any new license to carry or firearm iden�fica�on card for the dura�on of the order; 
provided, however, that an extreme risk protec�on order shall be in effect for up to 1 year from 
the date of issuance and may be renewed upon pe��on. 

“Feeding device”, any magazine, belt, strip, drum or similar device that holds ammuni�on for a 
firearm, whether fixed or detachable from a firearm 

“Firearm”, a stun gun or a pistol, revolver or other weapon of any descrip�on, loaded or 
unloaded, from which a shot or bullet can be discharged and of which the length of the barrel or 
barrels is less than 16 inches or 18 inches in the case of a shotgun as originally manufactured; 
provided, however, that the term firearm shall not include any weapon that is: (i) constructed in 
a shape that does not resemble a handgun, short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun 
including, but not limited to, covert weapons that resemble key-chains, pens, cigare©e-lighters 
or cigare©e-packages; or (ii) not detectable as a weapon or poten�al weapon by x-ray machines 
commonly used at airports or walk- through metal detectors. , a stun gun, pistol, revolver, rifle, 
shotgun, sawed-off shotgun, large capacity firearm, assault-style firearm and machine gun, 
loaded or unloaded, which is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a shot or bullet; 
the frame or receiver of any such firearm or the unfinished frame or receiver of any such firearm; 
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provided, however, that “firearm” shall not include any an�que firearm or permanently 
inoperable firearm. 

“Frame”, the part of a pistol or revolver that provides housing or a structure for the component 
designed to hold back the hammer, striker, bolt or similar primary energized component prior to 
ini�a�on of the firing sequence, even if pins or other a©achments are required to connect such 
component to the housing or structure. Any such part that is iden�fied with an importer or 
manufacturer serial number shall be presumed, absent an official determina�on by the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives in the United States Department of Jus�ce or other 
reliable evidence to the contrary, to be the frame of the firearm. 

“Gunsmith”, any person who engages in the business of repairing, altering, cleaning, polishing, 
engraving, blueing or performing any mechanical opera�on on any firearm, rifle, shotgun or 
machine gun. any person who engages in the business of repairing, altering, cleaning, polishing, 
engraving, blueing or performing any mechanical opera�on on any firearm. 

“Imita�on firearm”, any weapon which is designed, manufactured or altered in such a way as to 
render it incapable of discharging a shot or bullet. any firearm which is designed, manufactured 
or altered in such a way as to render it incapable of discharging a shot or bullet. 

“Large capacity feeding device”, (i) a fixed or detachable magazine, box, drum, feed strip or 
similar device capable of accep�ng, or that can be readily converted to accept, more than ten 
rounds of ammuni�on or more than five shotgun shells; or (ii) a large capacity ammuni�on 
feeding device as defined in the federal Public Safety and Recrea�onal Firearms Use Protec�on 
Act, 18 U.S.C. sec�on 921(a)(31) as appearing in such sec�on on September 13, 1994. The term 
“large capacity feeding device” shall not include an a©ached tubular device designed to accept, 
and capable of opera�ng only with, .22 caliber ammuni�on. (i) a fixed or detachable magazine, 
belt, drum, feed strip or similar device that has a capacity of, or that can be readily converted to 
accept, more than 10   rounds of ammuni�on or more than 5 shotgun shells; or (ii) any part or 
combina�on of parts from which a device can be assembled if those parts are in the possession 
or control of the same person; provided, however, that “large capacity feeding device” shall not 
include: (a) any device that has been permanently altered so that it cannot accommodate more 
than 10 rounds of ammuni�on or more than 5 shotgun shells; (b) an a©ached tubular device 
designed to accept and capable of opera�ng only with .22 caliber rimfire ammuni�on; or (c) a 
tubular magazine that is contained in a lever-ac�on firearm or on a pump shotgun 

“Large capacity weapon”, any firearm, rifle or shotgun: (i) that is semiautoma�c with a fixed large 
capacity feeding device; (ii) that is semiautoma�c and capable of accep�ng, or readily modifiable 
to accept, any detachable large capacity feeding device; (iii) that employs a rota�ng cylinder 
capable of accep�ng more than ten rounds of ammuni�on in a rifle or firearm and more than five 
shotgun shells in the case of a shotgun or firearm; or (iv) that is an assault weapon. The term 
“large capacity weapon” shall be a secondary designa�on and shall apply to a weapon in addi�on 
to its primary designa�on as a firearm, rifle or shotgun and shall not include: (i) any weapon that 
was manufactured in or prior to the year 1899; (ii) any weapon that operates by manual bolt, 



5 

pump, lever or slide ac�on; (iii) any weapon that is a single-shot weapon; (iv) any weapon that 
has been modified so as to render it permanently inoperable or otherwise rendered permanently 
unable to be designated a large capacity weapon; or (v) any weapon that is an an�que or relic, 
theatrical prop or other weapon that is not capable of firing a projec�le and which is not intended 
for use as a func�onal weapon and cannot be readily modified through a combina�on of available 
parts into an operable large capacity weapon. 

“Large capacity firearm”, any firearm that: (i) is semiautoma�c with a fixed large capacity feeding 
device; (ii) is semiautoma�c and capable of accep�ng, or readily modifiable to accept, any 
detachable large capacity feeding device when both are in the same person’s possession or under 
their control in a vehicle; (iii) employs a rota�ng cylinder capable of accep�ng more than 10 
rounds of ammuni�on or more than 5 shotgun shells; or (iv) is an assault-style firearm; provided, 
however, that “large capacity firearm” shall be a secondary designa�on and shall apply to a 
firearm in addi�on to its primary designa�on as a firearm, and shall not include, any firearm that: 
(a) operates by manual bolt, pump, lever or slide ac�on; (b) is a single-shot firearm; (c) has been 
modified so as to render it permanently inoperable or otherwise rendered permanently unable 
to be designated a large capacity firearm; or (d) is an an�que or relic, theatrical prop or other 
firearm that is not capable of firing a projec�le and which is not intended for use as a func�onal 
firearm and cannot be readily modified through a combina�on of available parts into an operable 
large capacity firearm. 

“Licensing authority”, the chief of police or the board or officer having control of the police in a 
city or town, or persons authorized by them; provided, however, that should no such chief or 
officer exist the colonel of the state police or their designee shall act as the licensing authority. 

“Machine gun”, a weapon of any descrip�on, by whatever name known, loaded or unloaded, 
from which a number of shots or bullets may be rapidly or automa�cally discharged by one 
con�nuous ac�va�on of the trigger, including a submachine gun; provided, however, that 
“machine gun” shall include bump stocks and trigger cranks. a firearm, loaded or unloaded, which 
may automa�cally discharge more than 1 shot by a con�nuous ac�va�on of the trigger, whether 
originally manufactured as such or modified by automa�c conversion, including through the use 
of an automa�c part or any firearm, loaded or unloaded, which has been modified by automa�c 
conversion to alter or increase its rate of fire to mimic automa�c fire; provided, however, that 
“machine gun” shall include a submachine gun.   

“Manufacture”, to fabricate, make, form, produce or construct, by manual labor or by 
machinery, a firearm; provided, however, that “manufacture” shall not include firearm 
reassembly, firearm repair or the making or fi«ng of special barrels, stocks or trigger mechanisms 
to firearms.   

“Nonresident”, a person who is temporarily in the commonwealth but legally resides in another 
state or territory of the United States.   

“Permanently embedded”, applied in such a way that cannot be easily or readily removed   
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without destroying the part to which it is applied. 

“Pe��on”, a request filed with the court by a pe��oner for the issuance or renewal of an extreme 
risk protec�on order.   as used in sec�ons 131R to 131Y, inclusive, a request filed with the court 
by a pe��oner for the issuance or renewal of an extreme risk protec�on order. 

“Pe��oner”, the family or household member, or the licensing authority of the municipality 
where the respondent resides, filing a pe��on. as used in sec�ons 131R to 131Y, inclusive, the 
individual that is filing the pe��on and is: (i) a family or household member of the respondent; 
(ii) the licensing authority of the municipality wherein the respondent resides; (iii) a law 
enforcement agency or officer, as defined in sec�on 1 of chapter 6E that has interacted with the 
respondent in an official capacity within the preceding 30 days; (iv) a health care provider that 
provided health care services to the respondent within the preceding 6 months; provided, that 
for the purposes of this clause “health care provider” shall include a: licensed physician, licensed 
physician assistant, registered nurse, licensed prac�cal nurse, cer�fied nurse prac��oner, 
cer�fied clinical nurse specialist, cer�fied psychiatric clinical nurse specialist, licensed 
psychiatrist, licensed psychologist, licensed mental health counselor, licensed marriage and 
family therapist, licensed alcohol and drug counselor, licensed independent clinical social worker 
or licensed cer�fied social worker; or (v) a principal or assistant principal of an elementary school 
or secondary school, or an administrator of a college or university where the respondent is 
enrolled. 

“Privately made firearm”, a firearm manufactured or assembled by an individual who is not a 
licensed manufacturer; provided, however, that “privately made firearm” shall not include   
firearms manufactured or assembled by persons licensed under sec�on 122 in the course of their 
business ac�vi�es. 

“Rapid-fire trigger ac�vator”, any: (i) manual, power-driven or electronic device that is designed 
to increase the rate of fire of a semiautoma�c firearm when a©ached; or (ii) other device, part 
or combina�on of parts that are designed to substan�ally increase the rate of fire of a 
semiautoma�c firearm above its standard rate of fire when not equipped with such device, part 
or combina�on of parts; provided, however, that this shall not include adjus�ng or using a device 
to adjust the trigger pull weight of a firearm or adjus�ng or replacing a magazine spring in a 
firearm.   

“Receiver”, the part of a rifle or shotgun that provides housing or a structure for the primary 
component designed to block or seal the breech prior to ini�a�on of the firing sequence, even if 
pins or other a©achments are required to connect such component to the housing or structure. 
Any such part that is iden�fied with an importer or manufacturer serial number shall be 
presumed, absent an official determina�on by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives in the United States Department of Jus�ce or other reliable evidence to the contrary, 
to be the receiver of the firearm. 

“Respondent”, the person iden�fied as the respondent in a pe��on against whom an extreme 
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risk protec�on order is sought. as used in sec�ons 131R to 131Y, inclusive, the person iden�fied 
as the respondent in a pe��on against whom an extreme risk protec�on order is sought. 

“Rifle”, a weapon firearm having a rifled bore with a barrel length equal to or greater than 16 
inches and capable of discharging a shot or bullet for each pull of the trigger. 

“Sawed-off shotgun”, any weapon firearm made from a shotgun, whether by altera�on, 
modifica�on or otherwise, if such weapon firearm as modified has one or more barrels less than 
18 inches in length or as modified has an overall length of less than 26 inches. 

“Shotgun”, a weapon firearm having a smooth bore with a barrel length equal to or greater than 
18 inches with an overall length equal to or greater than 26 inches, and capable of discharging a 
shot or bullet for each pull of the trigger. 

“Secured in a locked container”, secured in a container that is capable of being unlocked only by 
means of a key, combina�on or similar means, including in an unoccupied motor vehicle, a locked 
trunk not accessible from the passenger compartment, a locked console or locked glovebox and 
for purposes of a common carrier in the course of the regular and ordinary transport of firearms, 
locked access to any area containing firearms.   

“Self-defense spray”, chemical mace, pepper spray or any device or instrument which contains, 
propels or emits a liquid, gas, powder or other substance designed to incapacitate. 

“Serializa�on”, the process of conspicuously engraving, cas�ng or otherwise permanently 
embedding a unique serial number on a firearm frame or receiver; provided, that the serial 
number shall be placed in a manner not suscep�ble to being readily obliterated, altered or 
removed and shall be engraved, cast or otherwise permanently embedded to a depth of not less 
than .003 inches and in a print size not less than 1/16 inch; and provided further, that serializa�on 
of firearms, frames and receivers made from non-metallic materials shall be accomplished by 
using a metal plate permanently embedded in the material of the frame or receiver. 

“Trigger crank”, any device to be a©ached to a weapon that repeatedly ac�vates the trigger of 
the weapon through the use of a lever or other part that is turned in a circular mo�on; provided, 
however, that “trigger crank” shall not include any weapon ini�ally designed and manufactured 
to fire through the use of a crank or lever. 

“Trigger modifier”, any modifica�on that repeatedly ac�vates the trigger of a firearm, including, 
but not limited to, trigger cranks, binary triggers and hellfire triggers.   

“Undetectable firearm”, (i) a firearm that aLer the removal of grips, stocks and magazines, is not 
detectable by walk-through metal detectors calibrated and operated to detect the security 
exemplar as defined in 18 U.S.C. Sec�on 922(p)(2)(C); or (ii) a major component of a firearm as 
defined in 18 U.S.C. Sec�on 922(p)(2)(B) that, when inspected by detec�on devices commonly 
used at secure public buildings and transit sta�ons, does not generate an image that accurately 
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depicts the shape of the component.   

“Unfinished frame or receiver”, a forging, cas�ng, prin�ng, extrusion, machined body or similar 
item that: (i) has reached a stage in manufacture when it may readily be completed or assembled 
to func�on as a frame or receiver; or (ii) is marketed or sold to the public to become or be used 
as the frame or receiver of a func�onal firearm once completed or assembled; provided, 
however, that “unfinished frame or receiver” shall not include a component designed and 
intended for use in an an�que firearm.   

“Untraceable firearm”, a firearm that has not been serialized or a firearm whose serial or other 
iden�fica�on number has been removed, defaced, altered, obliterated or mu�lated in any 
manner. 

“Valid serial number”, an iden�fying number that has been: (i) placed on a firearm by a   federally 
licensee authorized to serialize firearms or pursuant to the laws of any state or 26 U.S.C. 5842 
and the regula�ons promulgated thereunder; or (ii) a serial number issued by the director of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives in the United States Department of Jus�ce 
or the department of criminal jus�ce informa�on services. 


