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Do You Have a Dead-Out or Unexpected Hive Death? 

 

 
 

Get an Inspection: The Apiary Program Team offers health inspections and sampling if warranted of 

hives through the Winter months. To schedule an inspection for these hives, please submit the electronic form: 
https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form.  
 

Submit a Sample: Request FREE kits from MDAR and submit samples from your own hives. These 

FREE kits are easy to use by following the provided instructions and materials. Samples are analyzed and 
results provided directly to the beekeeper from the USDA-ARS Bee Research Laboratory in Beltsville, MD 
within a few weeks after receipt. There is no fee to process samples so you only need to pay for postage to mail 
each kit. These kits are great to use on hives that die during winter and throughout the season to aid in 
troubleshooting health issues.  
 
Note that each kit contains materials to sample 1 hive so request multiple kits if your apiary contains multiple 
hives. To request simply send your name, mailing address and quantity requested via email to 
bees@mass.gov with the subject line “Bee Kits”. 
 

https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form
https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/bee-research-laboratory/docs/bee-disease-diagnosis-service/
mailto:bees@mass.gov


To find out more about the lab and sample processing visit their website: https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-
area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/bee-research-laboratory/docs/how-to-submit-
samples/.   
 

 
 

 

Submit Your 2022 Inspection Request NOW!  
 

Weather permitting, inspections of live honey bee hives will resume March 1st 2022.  
 
Are YOU interested in having an inspector visit your apiary? If so, don’t miss out - submit your Inspection 
Request now: https://www.mass.gov/forms/mdar-apiary-inspection-request-form.  
 
Our mission is to provide the best service and support possible to meet the needs of beekeepers and honey 
bees in the Commonwealth. We strive to visit every single beekeeper who requests an inspection and will do 
our best in 2022 to accommodate every request. However, we do appreciate your patience as the Apiary 
Program Team of “worker bees” tackle the routine “hive tasks” and emergencies throughout the Apiary Program 
Seasonal Calendar year.  
 

 
 

 

Voluntarily Register Your Apiary Now! 
 

A total of 936 beekeepers have voluntarily registered their apiaries with MDAR since April, 2017 by using this 
quick online form: https://www.mass.gov/forms/apiary-and-colony-registration-form. Please consider taking a 
minute to register your apiary today so that we can best communicate with beekeepers and investigate honey 
bee health issues in your area. 
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Let Your Buzz Bee Heard! Take the BEE AWARE Survey! 
 

 
 

 
https://forms.gle/ufVEv4DqcyetCGbJ6 

 
 

Bee Educated! Join Us to Get the Latest Updates 
 

https://forms.gle/ufVEv4DqcyetCGbJ6
https://forms.gle/ufVEv4DqcyetCGbJ6
https://forms.gle/ufVEv4DqcyetCGbJ6


 
 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/state-apiaries


 
 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/state-apiaries


 
 
 

Join the MDAR Apiary Program Team 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/state-apiaries


 

 
Left to right: YOU!, David Saleh, Shay Willette, Kim Skyrm and Paul Tessier. 

 

Are you interested in joining the MDAR Apiary Program Team? We will be hiring a new inspector to join the 
Apiary Team in 2022 to assist in covering inspections for Worcester County beekeepers. We are hoping for a 
March 2022 start date for the new full time, seasonal, contracted (no benefits) position. The job posting will be 
available soon so if interested check out the Mass Careers website and search for “Apiary Inspector” as the Job 
Title. 
 

 

Fight the Mite! Plan for Varroa Mite Management NOW! 

 
 

               

                
     

https://massanf.taleo.net/careersection/ex/jobsearch.ftl


 

 



 
 
 

Registered Pesticides for Honey Bee Hives 
 

The following is a list of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Massachusetts 
Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) registered pesticide products labeled for use in honey bee hives 
for management of pests and parasites. These product registrations are currently active and will expire on 
6/30/2022. Stay up to date on current product registrations and label changes by visiting the Massachusetts 
Pesticide Product Registration Information website: http://www.kellysolutions.com/MA/pesticideindex.htm.  
 
These general use products can be applied to individual beekeeper owned hives. If applying to hives other than 
those owned by the beekeeper, then a pesticide license is required. Visit the following pesticide regulations to 
learn about the pesticide applicator license: https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/10/30/333cmr10.pdf. 
  

PRODUCT NAME ACTIVE INGREDIENT 
EPA REGISTRATION 

NUMBER 
PEST/PARASITE 

Api-Bioxal oxalic acid dehydrate 91266-1-73291 Varroa mite 

Apiguard thymol 79671-1 Varroa mite 

Api Life Var 
menthol, eucalyptus oil, 

thymol 
73291-1 Varroa mite 

Apistan fluvalinate 2724-406-79671 Varroa mite 

Apivar amitraz 87243-1 Varroa mite 

CheckMite+ coumaphos 11556-138 
Varroa mite, Small hive 

beetle 

Formic Pro formic acid 75710-3 Varroa mite 

HopGuard 3 
potassium salts of hop beta 

acids 
82623-2 Varroa mite 

Mite Away Quick 
Strips (MAQS) 

formic acid 75710-2 Varroa mite 

B402 Certan 
Bacillus thuringiensis 

aizawai 
94413-1 Greater wax moth 
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