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from Bonica’s Management of Pain, 5th Ed. concerning differing stages of gout and chronic 
tophaceous gout. (Ex. 5). These excerpts indicated that chronic tophaceous gout differed from the 
MassHealth representative’s description of the appellant’s gout as an acute condition.  (Id.). The 
MassHealth representative was afforded an opportunity to contest the facts so noticed. (Id.). On 
April 28, 2022, the MassHealth representative responded that based on the facts as presented 
MassHealth would approve Level I AFC. (Id.). On April 29, 2022, the MassHealth representative 
emailed the hearing officer to inform him that she did approve Level I AFC services for the 
appellant for the period from January 9, 2022 through January 8, 2023. (Id.).   

Because MassHealth is approving the requested services the denial of which were the subject of this 
appeal, no issues on appeal remain in dispute for this hearing officer to resolve and this matter is 
DISMISSED pursuant to 130 CMR 610.051(B). 

Order for MassHealth 

If it has not done so already, MassHealth should issue a new notice approving Level I AFC services as 
requested for the period from January 9, 2022 through January 8, 2023. 
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of the material so noticed, and they shall be afforded an opportunity to contest the facts so noticed. Agencies 
may utilize their experience, technical competence, and specialized knowledge in the evaluation of the 
evidence presented to them.” 




