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Action Taken by MassHealth  
 
MassHealth denied the appellant's application for MassHealth community benefits 
because she assets that exceed the MassHealth program limits.  
 
Issue 
 
The appeal issue is whether MassHealth was correct in determining that the appellant is 
not eligible for MassHealth benefits because she is over the asset limit. 
 
Summary of Evidence 
 
The MassHealth representative testified that the appellant is over 65 years of age and 
lives in the community.  An application was submitted on the appellant’s behalf on 
07/22/2022.  MassHealth requested additional information about the appellant’s assets 
and sent out a request for verifications on 07/26/2022.  In response, MassHealth received 
information showing that the appellant owns an apartment in Albania.  According to a 
statement MassHealth received from the appellant’s adult daughter, the appellant lived in 
Albania “for years,” but in March of 2022, she relocated to Massachusetts to live with her 
daughter.  According to the appellant’s daughter, the value of the real estate in Albania is 
$50,000.00 (Exhibit 4). 
 
The MassHealth representative testified that the appellant and her husband are counted 
as a household of two.  The asset limit for a household of two, living in the community, is 
$3,000.00.  The appellant’s real estate, located outside of Massachusetts, is not her home 
residence, now that she lives in Massachusetts.  As a result, the out-of-state property is 
countable as an asset in an eligibility determination for MassHealth benefits.  Based on the 
self-attestation by the appellant’s adult daughter, the value of the real estate exceeds the 
$3,000.00 limit.   
 
The appellant’s income is not at issue in this appeal.  Although she is not now eligible for 
MassHealth community benefits, she is eligible for Health Safety Net.   
 
The appellant’s adult daughter appeared on the appellant’s behalf as her appeal 
representative.  She questioned why an applicant cannot own a home in another state or 
country.  She testified that she does not understand how the appellant can access health 
benefits if she does not dispose of the property in Albania.   
 
Findings of Fact 
 
Based on a preponderance of the evidence, I find the following: 
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1. Appellant is over 65 years of age and lives in the community (Testimony). 
 
2. Appellant is married and the couple is counted as a household of two in a MassHealth 

eligibility determination (Testimony). 
 
3. Appellant owns real estate in Albania (Testimony). 

 
4. The real estate owned by appellant in Albania is valued at $50,000.00 (Testimony; 

Exhibit 4). 
 

5. The asset limit for a MassHealth member in the community is $3,000.00 for a member 
of a household of two. 

 
Analysis and Conclusions of Law 
 
MassHealth regulations at 130 CMR 519.005 address MassHealth eligibility 
requirements for community residents aged 65 and older as follows: 

 
(A) Eligibility Requirements. Except as provided in 130 CMR 519.005(C), 
noninstitutionalized individuals 65 years of age and older may establish eligibility 
for MassHealth Standard coverage provided they meet the following 
requirements:  
 
 (1) the countable income amount, as defined in 130 CMR 520.009: 
Countable-income Amount, of the individual or couple is less than or equal to 
100% of the federal poverty level; and  
 (2) the countable assets of an individual are $2,000 or less, and those of a 
married couple living together are $3,000 or less.  
 
(B) Financial Standards Not Met. Except as provided in 130 CMR 519.005(C), 
individuals whose income, assets, or both exceed the standards set forth in 130 
CMR 519.005(A) may establish eligibility for MassHealth Standard by reducing 
their assets in accordance with 130 CMR 520.004: Asset Reduction, meeting a 
deductible as described at 130 CMR 520.028: Eligibility for a Deductible through 
520.035: Conclusion of the Deductible Process, or both. 
 

 
Regulations at 130 CMR 520.007(G)(1) address real estate as a countable asset as 
follows: 
 

All real estate owned by the individual and the spouse, with the exception of the 
principal place of residence as described in 130 CMR 520.008(A), is a countable 
asset. The principal place of residence is subject to allowable limits as described 
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MassHealth Representative:  Jennifer Vitt, Charlestown MassHealth Enrollment Center, 
529 Main Street, Suite 1M, Charlestown, MA 02129 
 
 
 




