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Appendix J – EEC Parental Consent Form

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE
Consent Form - Authorization to Collect and Use Child Data
The Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) has begun collecting basic child identification data that is integrated into its Early Childhood Information System (ECIS).   ECIS is a real-time data sharing system that provides families with opportunities and resources to help their children grow up healthy and learning.  ECIS can be used to assist families to find services or opportunities/experiences for children in their community.  In addition, ECIS can provide information about the quality of early education and care services that a family is using or would like to use. 
The goal of ECIS is to provide necessary data to plan for, supply, and evaluate existing and future supports and services for young children and their families.  As part of a robust information system, EEC and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (ESE) will engage in longitudinal studies to monitor child growth/outcomes as children transition from early education and care programs into public school and then progress into third grade.   Assignment of unique student identification numbers historically begins upon a child’s entry into public school.  EEC will now collect the names of children provided services through state resources and assign unique student identification numbers to children as they progress through the Commonwealth’s educational system.  

With your permission, your child(ren)’s basic identification data can be used in the following ways:  

· Conduct Screening and/or Assessments:  Early education and care educators use screening tools to identify the unique needs of young children in their care which then allows educators to coordinate service provision and support families to locate and obtain needed services.  Child assessment systems are used to capture information on children’s developmental progress through teacher observations of each child’s work and abilities.  Data related to screenings or developmental assessments of children will not be shared with other government or private agencies/entities with the exception of the developers of these tools.  Screening and assessment results may be used by EEC to create aggregate, non-child specific reports to inform future decision-making and policy.  Results of screenings and assessments will be shared with parents to help their children grow.
· Provide Families with Information about High Quality Early Education and Care Services.  Parents who provide consent for contact will receive information on a town-by-town basis about community programs and supports as well as general child development guidance.  This information will help families find quality services or experiences for their children and answer parents’ general questions about their child(ren)’s growth, learning and development.

· Contact Families with Information about Formal and Informal Early Educational Opportunities for Children Birth through 5 Years Old.  Parents who provide consent will be contacted regarding available early educational opportunities such as Head Start/Early Head Start, Early Education and Care programs, Coordinated Family and Community Engagement Programs, or the Maternal Infant, and Early Childhood Visiting Programs.   

Any child information shared with EEC may only be used in accordance with the authorizations contained in this consent form.  Except as otherwise authorized or required by law, this information will be kept confidential.
I HEREBY AUTHORIZE EEC and/or its contracted providers to collect and maintain child identification data for my child(ren) listed below for the following purpose(s):  (Agency/program to check the selected purpose(s))
· Conduct Screening and/or Assessments of my child(ren)
· Collect and maintain the outcomes/results of screenings/assessments for my child(ren)  
· Provide me with information about the screening/assessment and answer questions about my children’s growth, learning, and development


· Allow EEC to collect information provided by formal and/or informal early educational programs and settings to measure children’s growth and outcomes statewide as children transition into public school
· Assist me to find quality opportunities, services and supports for me and my family to help my children to grow
· Contact me with information on child resources, services, activities and/or supports within my community


 Basic Child Identification Information: 

	Last Name
	First Name
	Middle Name
	DOB
	City of Birth
	Gender (M/F)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Parental Contact Information:
Name:













Address:












Telephone: 




  
Cell Phone: 





E-Mail: 






Relationship to Child(ren):



Please check your preferred method of contact:  Phone______          Cell Phone_____           E-Mail______.
I understand that I can contact EEC, either orally or in writing at the address and phone number below, to revoke this authorization at any time, and except for information already disclosed in reliance upon my authorization, this authorization form will not be used any further.  Unless I revoke my authorization, this release will remain valid for each of my child(ren) identified above until the age of nine (9).   

Authorization:   (Please initial your choice)
_______
 I authorize EEC to use the data for each of my child(ren) identified above, in accordance with the express terms of this consent form.
_______  
I do not wish to participate.  I understand that I have a right to refuse to sign this document but that services will still be provided to me and/or my family.
_______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE                      Date

STAFF SIGNATURE /AGENCY                                          Date

To Revoke Authorization:  Contact Commissioner Sherri Killins, Department of Early Education and Care 
51 Sleeper Street, 4th Floor, Boston, MA 02210, (617) 988-6600; Commissioner@massmail.state.ma.us. REV01222103


