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APPENDIX 2: DON NARRATIVE 

In accordance with 105 CMR 100.740, Lifespan of Massachusetts, Inc. of Massachusetts – 
Taunton, Inc. (“Lifespan” or the “Applicant”) files this Emergency Application for a 
Determination of Need (“Application”) with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
(“Department”) for a Substantial Change in Service. Capitalized terms used and not otherwise 
defined herein shall have the meanings set forth in the Department’s regulations at 105 CMR 100 
et seq. 

As described more fully below, the Applicant believes an Emergency Situation exists relating to 
the imminent closure of certain Health Care Facilities licensed to Norwood Hospital located at 70 
Walnut Street in Foxborough, Massachusetts (the “Satellites”), Norwood Hospital Cancer Care 
Center and Foxboro. To avoid the imminent closure of these Health Care Facilities and 
abandonment of the DoN-Required Equipment located at the Satellites, the Applicant respectfully 
submits this request for approval of the transfer the hospital operations of the Satellites to Morton 
Hospital, the addition of the Satellites to the Morton Hospital License, and the approval for Morton 
Hospital to operate the DoN-Required Equipment and DoN-Required Services for the existing 
computed tomography equipment (“CT” ) and linear accelerator (“LINAC”). 

A. Identity of the Applicant

The Applicant is a Massachusetts nonprofit corporation that operates an acute care hospital,
Morton Hospital, acquired as of October 1, 2024, as part of the Steward Health Care System, LLC
(“Steward”) bankruptcy. The Applicant is the subsidiary of Lifespan of Massachusetts, Inc., an
affiliate of Brown University Health, which is the nonprofit parent of an integrated academic health
care delivery system serving a population of over 1.6 million patients in Rhode Island and
southeastern Massachusetts. Brown University Health’s affiliates provide comprehensive inpatient
and outpatient medical, surgical, and psychiatric services, for adults and children, through four
hospital campuses, approximately 50 off-campus ambulatory locations, and 83 physician practice
locations in Rhode Island and Massachusetts. Brown University Health is the primary teaching
affiliate of Brown University’s Warren Alpert Medical School, and recently entered into a renewed
and strengthened academic affiliation with Brown University. Brown University Health also
operates Gateway Healthcare, Inc., which provides community-based behavioral health services;
Lifespan Physician Group, Inc., a multi-specialty physician practice; and Coastal Medical
Physicians, Inc., a value-based primary care driven medical practice.

Morton Hospital is an acute-care hospital licensed by the Department pursuant to G.L. ch. 111, §
51. Morton operates 144 beds and offers emergency care, general acute care, behavioral health and
psychiatry, cardiology, cancer care, wound care, imaging services, and a variety of surgical
services including vascular surgery, breast surgery, general surgery, orthopedic surgery, and
podiatric surgery.

B. Nature of the Emergency Situation

On October 7, 2024, Steward filed a notice with the United States Bankruptcy Court for the
Southern District of Texas, stating that it was abandoning Norwood Hospital and its four affiliated
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clinics, including the Satellites. 1  Steward proposes to permanently close these Health Care 
Facilities by the time its current hospital license expires on November 5, 2024.  

Norwood Hospital Cancer Care Center is an approximately 10,600 sq. ft. cancer care facility with 
a LINAC used in the provision of oncology care and related treatments. Based on the diligence 
information provided by Steward, in FY23, 8,254 medical oncology chemotherapy treatments 
were provided at the cancer care facility, as well as 3,300 radiation therapy treatments. Foxboro is 
an approximately 19,800 sq. ft. medical office building, which includes subleased space, which 
subleases with providers including Stewardship Health. There is also CT located at the Satellites, 
as well as a variety of other non-DoN equipment, including radiology and infusion equipment. 
Approximately 4,411 CT scans were provided at the Satellites in FY23. There are currently long-
term leases in place at the Satellites. Steward plans to abandon the property and all equipment at 
the Satellites by November 5. 

These Satellites provide vital care to Foxborough and the surrounding areas. Closure of the 
Satellites will cause disruptions to patient care for these patients, impacting a vulnerable 
population and resulting in continuity of care issues for patients who depend on regular access to 
treatments or who are on rigorous treatment plans, including oncology patients. Additionally, 
closure of these Satellites would substantially impact public health and would mean that patients 
will need to travel farther and wait longer to access care. 

C. Nature, scope, location, and projected costs of the Proposed Project

To address the Emergency Situation described above, the Applicant proposes a Substantial Change
in Service in which (a) the hospital operations of the Satellites are transferred to Morton Hospital,
(b) the Satellites are added to the Morton Hospital License, and (c) Morton Hospital will operate
the DoN-Required Equipment and DoN-Required Services for the existing CT and LINAC
services (the “Proposed Project”).  The Applicant anticipates making offers of employment to all
Steward and Steward Medical Group employees and to the professional staff, including the
physician primarily located there who oversees the cancer center. This includes making offers of
employment to employees represented by the SEIU and Massachusetts Nurses Association, and it
is expected that those employees will be covered by the collective bargaining agreements between
Morton Hospital and each of the unions. Morton Hospital will be responsible for ensuring adequate
staffing of the Satellites once they are added to its license. Additionally, the Applicant commits to
use reasonable efforts to ensure continuity of care in radiation therapy in the event the LINAC is
replaced.

The Total Value of the Proposed Project is $0. The Proposed Project involves no Capital 
Expenditure and does not involve a Transfer of Ownership.  

D. Demonstration that the Proposed Project will address the Emergency Situation, and that without
issuance of a Notice of Determination of Need, the public health will be measurably harmed.

The Proposed Project, if completed expeditiously, would allow the Applicant to assume operation
of the Satellites so as to prevent their closure, preserve access to vital services, and preserve

1 See Notice of Closure of Norwood Hospital Facilities and Abandonment Of Property In Connection Therewith (Docket 2803).  
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important union jobs in the region. Timely approval of this Application is critical to prevent closure 
of the Satellites, which would disrupt patient care for a vulnerable population that depends on 
reliable access to treatment. 
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