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OCA Nominating Committee Minutes

Meeting Minutes
January 13, 2026
5:00 – 8:15 pm


Date of meeting: Tuesday, January 13, 2026
Start time: 5:03 p.m.
End time:  pm
Location: Virtual Meeting (Zoom)

	Member Votes
	Present

	1
	Kiame Mahaniah – Secretary of the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS) (Chair)
	X

	2
	Staverne Miller – Department of Children and Families (DCF) Commissioner
	X

	3
	Cecely Reardon – Department of Youth Services (DYS) Commissioner
	X

	4
	Beth Lucas – Department of Mental Health (DMH) Acting/Interim Commissioner 
	X

	5
	Jennifer Valenzuela – Children’s Trust, Executive Director
	X

	6
	Linda Sagor – Pediatrician experienced in treating victims of child abuse, designated by the Mass Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 
	X

	7
	Neha Sharma – Child Psychiatrist, designated by Mass. Psychiatric Society
	X

	8
	Margo Townley – Child Psychologist, designated Mass. Psychological Association
	X

	9
	Meri Viano – Associate Director of the Parent/Professional Advocacy League (PPAL); Representative from Massachusetts Association for Mental Health (MAMH) 
	X

	10
	Rachel Gwaltney – Representative of organization that advocates for children at risk of abuse designated by Children’s League of Mass (CLM)
	X

	11
	Daniel Mahoney – Attorney experienced in care and protection cases designated by the Mass. Bar Association 
	X

	12
	Sandra Best Bailly – Social Worker designated by the Mass Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers
	X

	13
	Kate Shea - Representative of organized labor designated by the president of a collective bargaining unit that represents social workers (SEIU 509)
	X

	14
	Amy Nechtem – Person with experience in the juvenile justice system designated by the Chief Justice of the Juvenile Court Department  
	X



* (X) Voted in favor; (O) Opposed; (A) Abstained from vote; (-) Absent from meeting or during vote

The Nominating Committee convened its sixth meeting to interview a candidate for the role of the next Child Advocate. A quorum was confirmed.

Call to Order & Approval of Minutes
Secretary Mahaniah called the meeting to order at 5:08 p.m. Meeting minutes from the prior session were approved by rollcall vote.
Proceedings
The Chair, Secretary Mahaniah approved the meeting notes and provided information regarding the open meeting law and the process and logistics of the interview session. Each candidate interview is scheduled for 90 minutes, with approximately 75 minutes allocated to structured, pre-approved questions from the nominating committee and the remaining time reserved for questions from the candidate. All candidates are asked to hold their questions until the designated time, and all interviews follow the same format and time limits to ensure consistency. A link to additional background information will be shared in the chat. Spotlighting will be used so that the candidate and the committee member asking the current question are visible to the public. The Chair acknowledged public interest in the process and affirmed the committee’s commitment to transparency.
He then welcomed the candidate, Ms. Theresa Wilson, and she responded to the following questions:
1. Please introduce us to your background and the key experiences that prepared you for the Child Advocate role, including your work in juvenile justice, child welfare, or other youth-serving systems, and explain why this opportunity is the right next step for you and how you would use those skills to create meaningful change and uphold an independent office?
2. How will you integrate the perspectives of people with lived experience into your work as the Child Advocate for Massachusetts? Can you share an example of a time when you meaningfully incorporated the voices of people with lived experience into your decision-making, and explain how their involvement shaped the final outcome?
3. What is your understanding of disparities in Massachusetts regarding service access and outcomes for children and families, and what are your ideas for driving equity and improving outcomes?
4. As the Child Advocate, your leadership role is dedicated to ensuring that child serving executive agencies deliver timely, safe, and effective services. What are some concrete mechanisms you will use to keep the Office of the Child Advocate's core mission at the center while still holding partners across government, courts, nonprofits, and community groups accountable to shared outcomes?
5. How do you approach collaboration across complex systems, and what opportunities do you see to strengthen relationships and improve coordination among agencies and government systems in ways that advance better outcomes for children?
6. Can you describe a difficult decision you have made as a leader, how you approached it, and what you learned from the outcome, and then share how that decision-making style would guide your priority setting in your first year as Child Advocate, including how you would advance measurable progress across key areas such as child welfare, juvenile justice, and youth mental health?
7. Can you share an example of how you have used data or system information to identify patterns or areas of concern in a child or family-serving system, and explain how you used those findings to drive action and measure progress?
8. What is your vision for effective oversight, and how would you incorporate collaboration, innovation, accountability, and transparency into that approach?
Opportunity for the Candidate to ask the Nominating Committee questions
Ms. Wilson asked the following questions of the Committee:
· What do you see as the major challenges the OCA will face in 2026 and beyond to fulfill its mission for the Commonwealth’s children?
· Given those challenges, what attributes does the next Child Advocate need to address them effectively?
· What innovations have you seen (in MA, other states, or other organizations) that you’d want brought to Massachusetts to strengthen integrated supports for kids especially given funding pressures and growing need?
Adjournment
Secretary Mahaniah requested a motion to adjourn, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:47 p.m.


 APPROVED						 4
