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Minutes

Introductions and Welcome
Tiffany Skogstrom welcomed the Advisory Committee and called the roll of attendees.
Approval of January 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes
Tennis Lilly moved to accept the meeting minutes from January 16, 2025. Chuck Shepard seconded.  Members voted unanimously by roll call to accept the minutes.
Carbon Nanotubes and Carbon Nanofibers Policy Analysis Presentation
Staff from TURI presented the draft policy analysis on multi-and single-walled carbon nanotubes and carbon nanofibers, including:
· A history of the SAB’s consideration and overview of the toxicity
· An estimation of potential users in Massachusetts
· Policy considerations informing the recommendation of a lower threshold for multi-walled carbon nanotubes, which were recommended as a higher-hazard substance with a suggested reporting threshold of 1 pound
· TUR opportunities for carbon nanomaterials
· An overview of other regulations in place
· The implications and advantages of listing categories under TURA
· The expected costs to filers and program revenue that would result from the listing.
Discussion was opened to Advisory Committee members.
A member thanked TURI and the SAB for the work that went into their consideration and recommendations for this potential listing.
Attendees were then given the opportunity to comment.
Program staff acknowledged that the current policy analysis is a draft and that it may take time for questions to arise, invited members to contact TURI with any additional information or questions, and clarified that the document will be reviewed by the Administrative Council and will return to the Advisory Committee for future comment.
A member complimented the policy analysis.
TURA Program Update
The Executive Director provided an update on program activities, including the open public health seat on the Advisory Committee; the outcomes of the Ad Hoc Committee process, including the program’s economic health, the cost of planning, and the TUR plan review pilot; and potential additions to the TURA list.
TURI staff offered updates on recent TSCA rule changes, the effects of recent federal funding cuts on TURA activities, and TURA grants.
OTA staff offered updates on new projects, including contracts to develop tabletop exercises for chemical safety and climate change resiliency, update GIS maps, and revitalize OTA’s Right From The Start program for new and expanding businesses. OTA also provided updates on its environmental justice work and gave a staffing update.
DEP staff provided updates on Reporting Year 2024 TURA reporting, the upcoming TURA reporting training, and recent changes to the Toxics Release Inventory program. DEP also gave a staffing update.
A member asked a question about suspended grant funding and the potential restoration of grants with other resources. Colin Hannahan responded about a ruling today that may release some of the suspended funding. The Chair stated that the Healey-Driscoll administration is following funding issues and is advocating strongly, alongside the AGO and other states, to retrieve funding to which the state is entitled but that that has been threatened with withdrawal.
A member shared some information about upcoming TRI training from EPA Region 1.
A member shared an update on suspended vs. terminated EPA grants, and that her understanding is that when the contract was signed determines whether the terms and conditions of the grant allow for termination without cause. Secondly, the member noted that there has been discussion of fee increases without a clear next step for decision-making, and asked whether the program can commit to a timeline, since the program is currently out of compliance with the statute, and this is a funding source to which it is statutorily entitled. The Chair responded that the Executive Director did discuss other Ad Hoc followups, that an analysis of the financial health of the program will be given at least once a year, and that we will rebrief on past fee efforts and potential improvements for the future to reconcile the gap. We are continuing to explore this but we don’t have a specific proposal in development, or a timeframe to share today. The member replied that we are required to comply with statute, expressed concern that we are just saying we are not in compliance without taking action, and reaffirmed the need to move toward a proposal. The Chair acknowledged the comment. The member asked if there is anything the Advisory Committee can do to move forward. The Chair said that EEA will continue to engage the Advisory Committee on this issue.
A member complimented an update TURI gave on PFAS at the OSHA weekly roundtable.
A member commented on the recent ChemCon conference that was offered in lieu of the usual TUR planning conference. The member appreciated the global focus of the conference and would encourage other planners to participate in similar trainings in the future.
Adjourn

