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South Coaét Rail Enters a Landmark Year

The year 2020 will begin the four-year process

of making South Coast Rail (SCR) a reality. The
MBTA will advertise for construction bids to build
Phase 1 of the SCR Program over the next few
months. The process began in February with the
first advertisement for the Fall River Secondary
contract package (see the map on page 2). The
second package, for the New Bedford Main Line, the
Middleborough Secondary and the signal system for
the entire Phase 1 corridor, will be advertised in the
spring. Both elements of Phase 1 construction will be
underway by the end of 2020. The MBTA is targeting
the end of 2023 for the start of regular service.

The SCR Program will restore passenger rail service
to the South Coast region for the first time since
the late 1950s. The Program has been extensively
studied in various configurations for more than 20
years. In 2016, after meetings with southeastern
MA communities, the Baker-Polito Administration
authorized the Phase 1 project to advance service
to Fall River, Taunton and New Bedford. The Phase
1 project received environmental approvals in 2019,
and MassDOT began early action construction (see
page 3). Design of the Full Build option, also known
as the Stoughton Electric Route, will continue.

What’s Coming

The MBTA will build six new stations in
Middleborough, East Taunton, North New Bedford,
New Bedford, Freetown and Fall River. The Fall
River and Freetown Stations are part of the first
construction package. This first package includes

8 overhead bridges, 10 new grade crossings, 4
interlockings and a layover facility to store trains
overnight on the Fall River Secondary at Weaver’s
Cove.

The Fall River Depot station will be located at 825
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Davol Street, not far from the original station that
closed in 1958. A rendering of the station appears
on page 3. The Freetown station will be at 161 South
Main Street. Previously, stations were located in
Assonet at EIm Street and Crystal Spring (Thwaites)
at Copicut Road. Service also ended in 1958.

The second construction package is for the New
Bedford Main Line, Middleborough Secondary and
Signal and Communication Systems. New stations
include Middleborough, East Taunton, North New
Bedford, and New Bedford. The New Bedford Main
Line layover facility will be located at Wamsutta,
adjacent to an existing layover site. The contract
will also include six bridges, 18 grade crossings,

14 interlockings and 35 track miles. This package
includes procuring equipment and installing fiber
optic cable, signals for the entire right-of-way and
Positive Train Control (a system that helps to improve
train safety). The scope provides for testing and
commissioning the entire new system.

Precast culverts delivered, Lakeville
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Benefits of Phase 1

Provides a one-seat ride by extending the existing from Pilgrim Junction to Cotley Junction (a distance of 7.1
Middleborough/Lakeville commuter rail service from miles)
Boston to Taunton, Fall River and New Bedford

Will operate 3 morning peak trains and 3 evening peak
Delivers service to the South Coast by the end of 2023 trains to both New Bedford and Fall River and operate up
to 6 morning and 6 evening peak trains to Taunton and
Middleborough because all of the trains will pass through
these communities

Reconstructs 17.3 miles of the New Bedford Main Line
and 11.7 miles of the Fall River Secondary

Upgrades the existing Middleborough Secondary track Phase 1 will also improve freight service to the region
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Contact Us
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Track restoration completed, Lakeville
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