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BDI-2 ≠ BDI-3

It’s not apples to apples
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Eligibility Data

• Programs concerned about children who are not eligible 

due to developmental delay

• BDI-3 based on 2020 norms

• BDI-2 was based on 2014 norms

• Examples of things that are different
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Why do Assessments Change?

• Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing 

require that assessments should be amended or revised 

when new research, significant changes in the domain 

represented, or new recommended conditions of the test 

may reduce the validity of the test score interpretation 

(AERA, APA, NCME, 2014)
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When Have Changes Been Made to BDI?
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We did not Update to BDI-2, NU in 2014
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We did not Update to BDI-2, NU in 2014
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15 years 
difference in 

research, 
understanding of 
and expectations 

for child 
development 
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What’s Wrong With Using the Old Version?

• Using an outdated assessment can lead to under-

qualifying or over-qualifying children in certain areas, 

which is a disservice to the children being assessed 

(AERA, APA, NCME, 2014) 
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So what’s Different About the BDI-3?
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Demographic differences: The BDI-3 recognizes the shift away from White demographic 
group toward other racial/ethnic groups and the shift away from city-centers to more rural 
and suburban areas.

Test Blueprint: The number of subdomain scores has changed. Test items were repositioned 
in different domains or subdomains, or have been reordered.

Test Content: Additional items have been added to better align to new research on 
developmental abilities of children at each age level.

Item Scoring: Revisions were made to the scoring rubrics to add greater objectivity and 
precision. Multiple data sources were added to allow for a more complete evaluation of the 
child’s abilities in different environments and with different people

Score Differences: The magnitude of the score differences are seen at the domain level, with 
slightly higher BDI-3 scores than BDI-2, NU. Scores are within 1/3 of a standard deviation 



Massachusetts Department of Public Health | mass.gov/dph

So How do we Know we can Believe the BDI-3?

• Riverside Conducted a Score Comparability Study

• 113 examinees tested with both BDI-2, NU and BDI-3

• Half with BDI-3 first; half with BDI-2, NU first

• Researchers compared scores each child received 

between both assessments 

• Calculated the difference by subtracting a child’s BDI-2 NU 

score from the BDI-3 score
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We did not Update to BDI-2, NU in 2014
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Norm Difference Questions for discussion

• Given the 20 years since Massachusetts has update the 
norms for our assessment tool, what recommendations do 
you have for us to help programs and program staff adjust 
and learn the new norms?
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Norm Difference Questions

• How have you seen development and norms change over 
the course of your tenor?

• What research have you seen that reflects these 
changes?
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Clinical Judgement Category (EIOS, 2013)
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Clinical Judgement Category (EIOS, 2013)
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• How have the 2020 norms used in the BDI-3 scoring 
affected the clinical judgement eligibility category?
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Questions for Discussion

• What recommendations do you have for the EI Division 
on analyzing and reviewing this data?
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