Restoration reverses the legacy of habitat alteration and destruction.
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CHARTING THE COURSE:

A BLUEPRINT FOR THE FUTURE OF AQUATIC HABITAT RESTORATION IN MASSACHUSETTS

AN OVERVIEW OF THE AQUATIC HABITAT RESTORATION
TASK FORCE REPORT - JANUARY 2008

MASSACHUSETTS IS A LEADER—THE FIRST STATE IN THE COUNTRY TO DEVELOP

WETLANDS PROTECTION LAWS, AND A LITERAL TRAILBLAZER IN PRESERVING OPEN

sPACE. Our economic leadership has resulted in tremendous industrial, commercial, agricultural, and

residential growth, but with the unintended cost of widespread habitat loss and degradation. In

response, Massachusetts has also become a national leader in aquatic habitat restoration—working

to support the recovery of salt marshes, eelgrass beds, rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, freshwater

wetlands, and other aquatic habitats that have been degraded, damaged, or destroyed. But while

significant success has been achieved, tremendous opportunities remain.

THE TASK FORCE

To seize these opportunities, Energy and Environmental
Affairs Secretary Ian Bowles formed the Aquatic Habitat
Restoration Task Force in May 2007, with broad and
balanced membership and equal representation from
government and non-government entities. The Task Force
held six meetings from August to November 2007 and—
through discussions and deliberations at the meetings and
additional conversations and correspondence—achieved
consensus on a course to ensure the Commonwealth’s
position as a national leader for aquatic habitat restoration
in the decades ahead.

VALUE OF MASSACHUSETTS

AQUATIC HABITATS

Aquatic habitats provide important environmental, social, and
economic benefits for the Bay State. One study found that 32%
of New England’s commercial fish and shellfish directly depend
on estuaries and salt marshes.! For 2001 landings from New Bed-
ford and Gloucester alone, this translates to more than $57.5 mil-
lion.? Other research found that conserving wetlands is a natural,
less expensive flood control solution for the Charles River—with
potential economic benefits of nearly $40 million per year.?
Another report conservatively estimated that the overall value
of Massachusetts wetlands is more than $2.3 billion per year.*

While significant
successes have been
achieved in aquatic
habitat restoration
in Massacusetts,
tremendous
opportunities

remain.

Photo: Stephen Gersh

1Stedman, S. and J. Hanson. 1997. Wetlands, Fisheries and Economics in the New England Coastal States. Habitat Connections. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, NOAA Fisheries Service.

2Holliday, M.C. and B.K. O’Bannon. 2002. Fisheries of the United States. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; NOAA Fisheries Service; Office of Science and Technology;

Fisheries Statistics and Economics Division.

3Schuyt, K. and L. Brander. 2004. Living Waters: The Economic Values of the World’s Wetlands. World Wildlife Fund. Gland/Amsterdam.

“Mass Audubon. 2003. Losing Ground: Changes in Land Use and Their Impact on Habitat, Biodiversity, and Ecosystem Service in Massachusetts.
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