


APRN Prescriptive Authority in Federal Entities

Title:  Massachusetts Advance Practice Registered Nurse Prescriptive Authority in Veteran Health Administration or Other Qualified Federal Entities in Jurisdictions Other than Massachusetts

Advisory Ruling Number:  1002

Authority: 

The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Nursing (Board) is created and authorized by Massachusetts General Laws (M.G.L.) c. 13, §§ 13, 14, 14A, 15 and 15D, and G.L. c. 112, §§ 74 through 81C to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the Commonwealth through the regulation of nursing practice and education.  In addition, M.G.L. c.30A, § 8 authorizes the Board to make advisory rulings with respect to the applicability to any person, property or state of facts of any statute or regulation enforced or administered by the Board.  Each nurse is required to practice in accordance with accepted standards of practice and is responsible and accountable for his or her nursing judgments, actions, and competency.  The Board’s regulation at 244 CMR 9.03(6) requires all nurses to comply with any other law and regulation related to licensure and practice.

Date Issued:  October 13, 2010

Date Revised:  November 8, 2017

Scope of Practice:  Advance Practice Registered Nurse (APRN)

Purpose:
To guide the practice of Advance Practice Registered Nurses (APRN) employed in Veterans Health Administration (VHA) or other qualified Federal entities in a jurisdiction other than Massachusetts and who are engaged in prescriptive practice.  

Board regulations require that an APRN with prescriptive authority, with the exception of Certified Nurse Midwives (CNM), develop prescriptive practice guidelines with a physician licensed in Massachusetts  (Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 112, § 80G, a Board authorized CNM is not required to establish prescriptive practice guidelines.)  Prescriptive practice guidelines are written instructions and procedures describing the methods that an APRN with prescriptive practice is to follow when managing medications and that specifies those instances in which referral to or consultation with a physician is required for appropriate medication management. 

Advisory: In the following limited circumstances (described in a) through c) below), a Board authorized APRN (excluding CNMs) may develop and sign prescriptive practice guidelines with a physician who has an unrestricted, full, valid license in a jurisdiction other than Massachusetts as long as all other requirements 244 CMR 4.00, including without limitation 244 CMR 4.07, are maintained.

Requirements for a Massachusetts APRN to develop and sign prescriptive practice guidelines with a physician not licensed in Massachusetts:

a) A nurse with an otherwise valid Massachusetts RN license and APRN authorization is practicing at a VHA facility or as a Federal employee in a qualified Federal entity in a jurisdiction other than Massachusetts; and,

b) The APRN is subject to any applicable laws of that jurisdiction; and

c) The APRN otherwise meets the qualifications of the VHA or other Federal entity and the facility in which he or she is employed.

Because a VHA or other qualified Federal entity is in Federal jurisdiction, an APRN who is licensed in Massachusetts, but is employed solely within a VHA or other qualified Federal entity, is not required to register with DCP.  

When an APRN with any prescribing duties is, in addition to employment at VHA or other qualified Federal entity, also employed in Massachusetts within an entity that is not in Federal jurisdiction, the APRN is required to:

· Register with DCP for authority to prescribe in Massachusetts, and

· With the exception of CNM, develop and sign prescriptive practice guidelines with a physician who has an unrestricted, full, valid license in Massachusetts 
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