Massachusetts Board of Registration in Nursing
Advisory Ruling on Nursing Practice

Title: Certified Nurse Practitioners as Providers of Vasectomies

Advisory Ruling Number: 26-01

Authority:  
The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Nursing (“Board”) is created and authorized by Massachusetts General Laws (“M.G.L.”) c. 13, §§ 13, 14, 14A, 15 and 15D, and M.G.L. c. 112, §§ 74 through 81C to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the Commonwealth through the regulation of nursing practice and education.  In addition, M.G.L. c. 30A § 8 authorizes the Board to make advisory rulings with respect to the applicability to any person, property or state of facts of any statute or regulation enforced or administered by the Board. Each nurse is required to practice in accordance with accepted standards of practice and is responsible and accountable for their nursing judgments, actions, and competency. The Board’s regulation at 244 CMR 9.03(6) requires all nurses to comply with any other law and regulation related to licensure and practice.
Date Issued: October 14, 2026
Scope of Practice: Certified Nurse Practitioners (“CNPs”).
Purpose: To guide the practice of CNPs whose clinical responsibilities include providing vasectomies.
Advisory:
Pursuant to 244 CMR 4.06(3)(a), CNPs must be certified and maintain certification in any clinical category in which they practice. Therefore, to perform vasectomies, a CNP must be certified in the care of adult men. A CNP may attain additional competencies as needed in order to perform vasectomies. As always, once any competencies are attained, a CNP is held to the duties and responsibilities within their scope of practice.[footnoteRef:1]  It is the Board’s position that vasectomy competency-based training for CNPs must include: (1) a didactic component, (2) a clinical component, and, (3) documentation of the process used to achieve the necessary knowledge, skills, and any ongoing competency to perform vasectomies. [1:  Patient care must be consistent with the scope and standards of a CNP’s practice and reflective of the accepted professional standards for CNPs, as established by a Board-recognized national organization for CNP practice. 244 CMR 4.06(2)(a). Advanced practice registered nursing. Retrieved at 244 CMR 4.00: Advanced practice registered nursing | Mass.gov] 

A CNP must obtain written, informed consent of a patient in order to perform a vasectomy. A CNP must inform a patient that although it may be possible to reverse a vasectomy, vasectomy is considered permanent, and the patient must continue to use birth control until a semen sample is found to be free of sperm.  
Required Standardized Procedures: 
[bookmark: _Hlk70685870]Medical consultation, collaboration and referrals related to vasectomies must be conducted according to standardized procedures of general nursing practice and as identified in facility policy. Providers must familiarize themselves with standardized procedures and periodically review such standards for updates and/or changes. 
Competence Acquisition: 
Board-approved competency training program shall have a minimum of both didactic content including reading materials, and a clinical component as a framework for competency attainment. For purposes of this advisory ruling, CNPs must complete competencies in pre-procedure phase, intra-procedure phase, and post-procedure phases of treatment, as defined below, as well as general competencies related to vasectomies. CNPs are responsible for tracking and maintaining their own competency-based training, for retaining records of their competencies, and for submitting evidence to the Board upon request.
As per M.G.L. c. 112 § 80B:
“The standards of care to which nurses in advanced practice shall be held, shall be those standards which protect consumers, and provide them with safe and comprehensive care, and shall be standards comparable to other professionals, including physicians, providing the same services.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  M.G.L. c. 112 § 80B. Accessed at https://malegislature.gov/laws/generallaws/parti/titlexvi/chapter112/section80b. ] 

The nurse in the management role must ensure the availability of sufficient resources to provide for safe implementation, including, but not limited to, organizational policies that provide for:
· Protocols for the assessment and documentation of the advanced education, certification, and validation for the CNP’s initial and continued competency for each vasectomy related activity.
· Protocols for provision of clear, complete and culturally appropriate informed consent.
General Competencies: General Competencies include, but are not limited to:
· Knowledge of anatomy, physiology and pathophysiology of the male reproductive system.
· Knowledge of operative techniques related to vasectomy.
· Knowledge of techniques used to provide local anesthesia.
· Recognize and appropriately react to emergency situations.
· Recognize safety hazards and initiate appropriate preventive and corrective action.
· Adhere to standard precautions and to principles of asepsis and infection control and would not place self, patient, or others at risk for infectious disease transmissions, including the processing, sterilization, and appropriate storage of operative instruments.
· Ensure documentation is complete, accurate, and legible in all records required by federal and state law. 
Pre-procedure Phase Competencies: Pre-procedure phase competencies for the management of patients in collaboration with other health care providers include, but are not limited to:
· Appropriate patient selection.
· A comprehensive history and physical, including the pertinent co-morbidities which may require pre-procedure treatment  
· Collect written informed consent, which includes the information that vasectomy is considered to be permanent, and that an alternative form of birth control must be used until a semen sample is found to be sperm-free (approximately three months).[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Cleveland Clinic. Health Procedures Vasectomy. Accessed athttps://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/procedures/4423-vasectomy.   ] 

· Communicate with other healthcare providers about the patient’s plan of care, including referral to other healthcare providers as appropriate. Patient counseling, including the care of transgender patients.

Procedure Phase Competencies:
· Safety time out according to acceptable standards of practice
· Procedural medications including those used for pain management.=   
· Vasectomy procedure 
· Must include didactic and clinical components
· Includes various techniques according to acceptable standards of practice.
· Management of complications: minor, major, immediate, delayed.
Post-procedure Phase Competencies:
· Recovery procedures.
· Aftercare instructions and precautions.
· Education pertaining to contraception until a semen sample is proven to be sperm-free.
· Arrangement for 3-month post procedure semen sample.
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    It is the Board’s position that   vasectomy competency - based training  for CNPs  must  include: (1)  a didactic  component, (2) a   clinical component ,   and , (3)  documentation   of  the process used to achieve the necessary knowledge, skills ,   and  any  ongoing  competency   to perform vasectomies.   A   CNP must obtain written, informed consent of a patient in order to perform a   vasectomy .   A CNP must  inform   a patient that  although it may be possible to reverse a   

1
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