WELLINGTON PARK AND MILL BROOK CORRIDOR RESTORATION
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WELLINGTON PARK

FLOOD RESILIENCE

Centuries of development have stripped Mill Brook of much of its natural
water storage capabilities. More recently, bank erosion and the proliferation
of invasive species have compromised the brook’s function as a natural flood-
control resource and thriving riparian ecosystem.

The Wellington Park and Mill Brook Corridor Revitalization project uses nature-
based solutions to mitigate flooding threats due to development and climate
change. New resilient infrastructure will increase flood storage capacity with
constructed wetlands, open up the waterway with a new boardwalk, and
restore the natural habitat. Funding sources for this project include a Municipal
Vulnerabllity Preparedness (MVP) Action Grant from the Massachusetts
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs and support from the
Arlington Community Preservation Act.
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NATIVE PLANTS
Several native species have been planted in an

(Colastrus ortaculatus) Invasive plants are

species that are net native 10 3 specific location

and tend to 3pread 1o such a degree that
casnes damage 10 the environment. Native
plants have many Benefits Inchuding managing
stormmater and providing hattat for wikdife.
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Ule marry urban streams. Ml Brook has

a history of peihution and impared mater
Qualty. Strategies 10 Increase Nood sterage
a0 harve the a3dnonal berefs of Imgrovieg
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Rain water enters Ml Brook drectly from
sereets, parking lots, and rosftops through
the stormwater pige network. In towms

with old syttema, boe Arfington, bacterial
contamination of stormwater from broken
and Bhcitly connected waitewater pipes

i common. The Mystic River Watershed
ASIO0ton (MyTWA) and the US,
Lrrdronmental Protection Agency (EPA) asue
ANtrsal water Quality g1 ades 10 rvers and
Sirears based on how often they comply
with state swimminrg and boating standards
for Dacteria. Ml Brock has had chalienges

In the past. [forts in Arlington to improve
undergreund infrastrecture are now
Undermay 10 repalr these problema.

Sareans s wrbanized areas atio sulfer

HOrmmater, phasphorus Can kead 10
Iveasive plant infestations and hawmad
cyancbacterial blooms, posing ecological
and pubiic health rivks

Practical solutions for reducng photpherat
wrwoive fixering water through nature-
based “green infrastructure.” such as
CONArucied wetlands. which alse norease
resibence during steem and Nooding
events. They Can aho siow the movement
of water across the nducape. and allow
planty and 108 to ablor mutrecty befoce
they move downstream
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WELLINGTON PARK AND MILL BROOK CORRIDOR RESTORATION

w e Porous asphalt pathway (A) with educational sign leading to elevated boardwalk (B), which increases
WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

and improves access to Wellington Park and to Mill Brook
Wes‘ron@Sompson

e Overflow channel designed to capture stormwater (C & D), thereby reducing downstream flooding




