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Heritage Landscape Atlas User Guide
An interactive web-based map for exploring historic landscapes

Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation

The online Heritage Landscape Atlas enables the user to explore the data 
collected as part of the ongoing Heritage Landscape Inventory program.
With the Atlas you can:

The map runs in
your web browser
without the need
for installing any

additional software

o
View town-level information
about heritage landscapes o

View individual landscapes
in context o

Access additional resources and information
about towns and individual landscapes

Visit the Heritage Landscape Atlas at:
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/histland/atlas.htm

A product of the Heritage Landscape Inventory Program

The data in the Heritage Landscape Atlas is intended for comparative analysis and/or planning use only 
and should not be used for regulatory purposes.  Boundaries of the priority heritage landscapes are 

approximate and do not reflect or convey any legal protection status nor trigger any regulatory review. 

The primary map navigation tools are 
similar to those found in web mapping 

applications such as Google Maps, 
Yahoo Maps, and Mapquest.

Click on an arrow to pan the map north, 
south, east, or west.  You can also 
click-and-drag on the map to pan.
Zoom in (show more detail)

Zoom out (show larger area)

Some map
layers will

only appear
at certain

zoom levels.

Orthophoto
visible
USGS Topo
Quad visible

Protected Open
Space, Water 
Features visible
(if turned on)
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You can also zoom to a specific area by holding down the
Shift key while you click-and-drag a rectangle on the map.
Click this button: to go to the original map extent.

Roads visible
(if turned on)

NavigationTools

TownInformation
Demographic

and bylaw
information

*Heritage
Landscape
summary

information

Contact
information

Choosing a town from
the town dropdown
list:
(or just clicking on a
town on the map) will 
bring up town-level 
information in the box 
below the map.*NOTE: the landscape totals listed in this section are for all landscapes identified at a public meeting.  Only landscapes that were selected as
"Priority" are shown individually on the map.  More towns' data will become available as data entry is completed and as more towns participate.

June 2012

LandscapeInformation
Clicking on a landscape
(red shapes on the map)
will bring up detailed
information in a pop-up
bubble.  You can click
on the photo thumbnail
to enlarge it.

Name and location of
the Priority Landscape

Two tabs of additional 
Priority Landscape 
information, including 
recommended actions

"Actions Taken"
will be filled in as
recommendations
are implemented.

Printing
At this time the Atlas does not have a built-in 

printing or exporting function.

By using the dropdown 
menu to the right of the 

map, towns can be shaded 
by various demographic and 

landscape-related 
categories.

MapAppearance

You can use your browser's print function 
(File -- Print...) or take a screenshot and 

print it using your computer's graphics program.

Some map layers can be 
turned on and off by the 
user.  These can be 
helpful to put the 
landscapes in context.

To reduce unintended clicks, this function is disabled
when you are zoomed out beyond a regional extent.

Optional
map layers

Navigation
tools

Legend

Map window

Navigation
tools

Town-level
information

Instructions

Web services and geographic data provided by the 
Office of Geographic Information (MassGIS): mass.gov/mgis A Statewide Resource for Geospatial Technology and Data

Office of
Geographic
Information

A Statewide Resource for Geospatial Technology and Data

Office of
Geographic
Information

Office of
Geographic
Information



3
2

Sym
bol

ize
the tow

ns

Ch
oos

e
a tow

n

Us
e t

he 
nav

iga
tio

n
too

ls

to
co

mp
ar

e
da

ta 
ac

ro
ss

tow
ns

to 
ac

ce
ss

de
tai

led
tow

n-
lev

el
da

ta

Cl
ick

 a
ter

m 
to 

vie
w

its
 gl

os
sa

ry
en

try

cli
ck

 h
ere

to 
vie

w 
th

e
tow

n 
rep

or
t

Cli
ck 

on
a p

rio
rity

lan
dsc

ape
to 

vie
w

de
tai

ls 
in

a p
op

-u
p

bu
bb

le

Tur
n o

n
add

itio
nal

ma
p la

yer
s

to 
pu

t t
he

lan
ds

ca
pe

s
in 

co
nt

ex
t

Ma
ss

ac
hu

se
tts

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f C
on

se
rva

tio
n 

an
d R

ec
rea

tio
n

th
e l

eg
en

d
ch

an
ge

s t
o

ref
lec

t t
ow

n
sh

ad
ing

to 
vie

w
a l

an
ds

ca
pe

up
 cl

os
e



14

Heritage Landscape Atlas User Guide
An interactive web-based map for exploring historic landscapes

Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation

The online Heritage Landscape Atlas enables the user to explore the data 
collected as part of the ongoing Heritage Landscape Inventory program.
With the Atlas you can:

The map runs in
your web browser
without the need
for installing any

additional software

o
View town-level information
about heritage landscapes o

View individual landscapes
in context o

Access additional resources and information
about towns and individual landscapes

Visit the Heritage Landscape Atlas at:
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/histland/atlas.htm

A product of the Heritage Landscape Inventory Program

The data in the Heritage Landscape Atlas is intended for comparative analysis and/or planning use only 
and should not be used for regulatory purposes.  Boundaries of the priority heritage landscapes are 

approximate and do not reflect or convey any legal protection status nor trigger any regulatory review. 

The primary map navigation tools are 
similar to those found in web mapping 

applications such as Google Maps, 
Yahoo Maps, and Mapquest.

Click on an arrow to pan the map north, 
south, east, or west.  You can also 
click-and-drag on the map to pan.
Zoom in (show more detail)

Zoom out (show larger area)

Some map
layers will

only appear
at certain

zoom levels.

Orthophoto
visible
USGS Topo
Quad visible

Protected Open
Space, Water 
Features visible
(if turned on)

Th
is 

sli
de

r i
nd

ica
tes

th
e m

ap
's 

zo
om

 le
ve

l.

You can also zoom to a specific area by holding down the
Shift key while you click-and-drag a rectangle on the map.
Click this button: to go to the original map extent.

Roads visible
(if turned on)

NavigationTools

TownInformation
Demographic

and bylaw
information

*Heritage
Landscape
summary

information

Contact
information

Choosing a town from
the town dropdown
list:
(or just clicking on a
town on the map) will 
bring up town-level 
information in the box 
below the map.*NOTE: the landscape totals listed in this section are for all landscapes identified at a public meeting.  Only landscapes that were selected as
"Priority" are shown individually on the map.  More towns' data will become available as data entry is completed and as more towns participate.

June 2012

LandscapeInformation
Clicking on a landscape
(red shapes on the map)
will bring up detailed
information in a pop-up
bubble.  You can click
on the photo thumbnail
to enlarge it.

Name and location of
the Priority Landscape

Two tabs of additional 
Priority Landscape 
information, including 
recommended actions

"Actions Taken"
will be filled in as
recommendations
are implemented.

Printing
At this time the Atlas does not have a built-in 

printing or exporting function.

By using the dropdown 
menu to the right of the 

map, towns can be shaded 
by various demographic and 

landscape-related 
categories.

MapAppearance

You can use your browser's print function 
(File -- Print...) or take a screenshot and 

print it using your computer's graphics program.

Some map layers can be 
turned on and off by the 
user.  These can be 
helpful to put the 
landscapes in context.

To reduce unintended clicks, this function is disabled
when you are zoomed out beyond a regional extent.

Optional
map layers

Navigation
tools

Legend

Map window

Navigation
tools

Town-level
information

Instructions

Web services and geographic data provided by the 
Office of Geographic Information (MassGIS): mass.gov/mgis A Statewide Resource for Geospatial Technology and Data

Office of
Geographic
Information

A Statewide Resource for Geospatial Technology and Data

Office of
Geographic
Information

Office of
Geographic
Information


	HandoutPages2and3_APA2011.pdf
	page1and4
	hlapage1.pdf
	hlapage4




