










ATTACHMENT D

July 17, 2017

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives: 

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning to you for amendment Section 8 of House Bill No. 3800, “An Act Making Appropriations for the Fiscal Year 2018 for the Maintenance of the Departments, Boards, Commissions, Institutions and Certain Activities of the Commonwealth, for Interest, Sinking Fund and Serial Bond Requirements and for Certain Permanent Improvements.”

Section 8 establishes a trust fund for Nickerson State Park, like similar trust funds established in recent years for other state recreational facilities. I support efforts to ensure adequate resources to fund the long-term sustainability of these important park facilities. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As enacted, however, section 8 would raise fees on Massachusetts residents. For this reason, I propose to raise a similar amount of revenue for Nickerson State Park, exclusively from amounts collected from out-of-state residents.

Accordingly, I recommend that Section 8 be amended by striking out the text and inserting in place thereof the following text:-

SECTION 8. Chapter 10 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after section 35DDD the following section:-
Section 35EEE.  (a) There shall be a Nickerson State Park Trust Fund to be used, without further appropriation, for the long-term preservation and maintenance of Nickerson State Park in the town of Brewster.  Any balance in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not revert to the General Fund but shall remain available for expenditure in subsequent fiscal years.  No expenditure made from the fund shall cause the fund to become deficient at any point during a fiscal year.
 (b)  The department of conservation and recreation shall impose a surcharge of $5 upon each fee charged and collected for admission to camping in Nickerson State Park for out-of-state residents.  The additional money collected from the surcharge shall be deposited into the Nickerson State Park Trust Fund.
(c) An annual report, which shall include projects undertaken, expenditures made, and income received by the fund, shall be submitted to the clerks of the house of representatives and the senate and to the house and senate committees on ways and means not later than December 31.


Respectfully submitted,



								Charles D. Baker
								Governor

