ATTACHMENT F
July 8, 2016
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives: 

          Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning to you for amendment Section 36 of House Bill No. 4450, “An Act Making Appropriations for the Fiscal Year 2017 for the Maintenance of the Departments, Boards, Commissions, Institutions and Certain Activities of the Commonwealth, for Interest, Sinking Fund and Serial Bond Requirements and for Certain Permanent Improvements.”

Section 36 requires the Department of Mental Health, subject to appropriation, to operate a statewide program to provide remote mental health consultations available for a at least 5 days a week to health care providers on behalf of children and women who are presenting with signs of post-partum depression. I support the need for this type of programming, which is currently being provided through the Massachusetts Child Psychiatry Access Project.

However, the language of this section should be amended to accurately reflect the population currently being served through this program. This amendment would permit pediatric patients to access services even after the age of 19.
For this reason, I recommend that Section 36 be amended by striking out, in line 272, the words “persons under the age of 19”, and inserting in place thereof the following words:- pediatric patients.
Respectfully submitted,

