ATTACHMENT H
July 8, 2016
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives: 

          Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning to you for amendment Section 63 of House Bill No. 4450, “An Act Making Appropriations for the Fiscal Year 2017 for the Maintenance of the Departments, Boards, Commissions, Institutions and Certain Activities of the Commonwealth, for Interest, Sinking Fund and Serial Bond Requirements and for Certain Permanent Improvements.”

Section 63 changes the definition of “administer” in the Controlled Substances Act to permit a registered pharmacist, acting at the direction of a prescribing practitioner in the course of the practitioner’s professional practice, to administer mental health and substance abuse medications. I support the intent of this section to expand access to such medications in appropriate circumstances.
However, many mental health and substance abuse medications have the potential to cause serious consequences, including adverse medical reactions and fatal overdoses. Such medications should be administered by clinically trained staff, together with close supervision and counseling. Thus, I recommend that the Department of Public Health, in consultation with the Board of Registration in Pharmacy and the Department of Mental Health, promulgate regulations to govern pharmacist administration of such medications.
For this reason, I recommend that Section 63 be amended by striking out subsection (c), as proposed to be inserted, and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:- 
(c) a registered pharmacist acting in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Department, in consultation with the Board of Registration in Pharmacy and the Department of Mental Health, governing pharmacist administration of medications for treatment of mental health and substance abuse; or.
Respectfully submitted,
