ATTACHMENT J
July 17, 2015
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives: 

          Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning to you for amendment Section 144 of House Bill No. 3650, “An Act Making Appropriations for the Fiscal Year 2016 for the Maintenance of the Departments, Boards, Commissions, Institutions and Certain Activities of the Commonwealth, for Interest, Sinking Fund and Serial Bond Requirements and for Certain Permanent Improvements.”

Section 144 transfers $11.5 million to the Housing Preservation and Stabilization Trust Fund (HPSTF), including $6,500,000 from MassHousing and $5,000,000 from the General Fund.  The HPSTF provides funds for a critically important program, which develops affordable housing units and provides necessary support services for families making a transition from homeless shelters and overflow facilities.  The populations served also include those who are facing special challenges, such as homeless veterans and persons with disabilities. I support the Trust Fund and the programs it funds.
However, this additional transfer of $5 million to HPSTF comes at the expense of the operating budget, which is unnecessary.  Additional funds from the programs already identified at MassHousing are available, and should instead be tapped to support the important work of the Trust Fund in fiscal year 2016.
For this reason, I recommend that Section 144 be amended by striking out the text and inserting in place thereof the following text:-
SECTION 144. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the Massachusetts Housing Finance Agency shall, not later than June 30, 2016 transfer $5,000,000 from funds previously appropriated, or loans repaid, that the agency administers on behalf of the commonwealth as a result of the program established pursuant to item 1231-1020 of section 2 of chapter 151 of the acts of 1996 and $5,000,000 from funds previously appropriated that the agency administers on behalf of the commonwealth as a result of the lead abatement program established in section 197E of chapter 111 of the General Laws, to the comptroller to be credited to the Housing Preservation and Stabilization Trust Fund for fiscal year 2016.

Respectfully submitted,

