Early Intervention ICC Steering Committee (Round One)
Thursday, August 13, 2026, 11:30 am–1:00 pm
Minutes 


The Massachusetts Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) is a federally mandated statewide inter-agency group that advises and assists the Department of Public Health’s Early Intervention system. All ICC meetings are open to the public.

Appointed ICC members in attendance: 
Mallorie Brown, Amber Chaplin, Kristen Evans, Scott Geer, Amy Muehlberger, Colleen O’Brien, Lori Russell, Emily White
DPH Staff: Kathleen Amaral, Kris Martone-Levine
Public Attendees: None

The meeting was held virtually.

Welcome and remarks by Mallorie Brown, ICC Co-chair and Parent Representative.
Welcome and roll call conducted by Kathleen Amaral and completed at 11:32am. Quorum was met at attendance and called to order at 11:32am.
ICC Steering Committee introductions
Mallorie Brown, ICC Co-Chair, reviewed ICC General Session agenda.
Agenda reviewed:
Reviewed April 30, 2026, minutes. Emily made motion to accept the minutes, Mallorie seconded. Roll call motion passed at 11:41am. 
Emily motioned to accept the minutes from ICC Steering Round 4, from April 30, 2026, Mallorie seconded. Kathleen conducted roll call to approve minutes.  Unanimous approval of minutes.
Public comment request process changes at General Session meetings
Public participation change at Steering meetings
Proposed change: Submit Public Comment Request form for website. Members asked to review the form and ask questions.
Lori asked if people would only be allowed to speak if they completed the form in advance of the meeting. Emily provided clarification guidance on the public comment agenda item, when form is completed, it is public record and becomes part of minutes. In addition, this is an opportunity for the public to add to future agendas or topics. This process is being presented for a decision to be made. Lori wouldn’t want the requirement to complete the form to become a barrier to providing public comment. Mallorie offered information and examples of public comment vs. public participation. Scott also asked for topic prompt to be added to the form to assist in preparing for meeting. Emily any other suggestions from the committee on public comment opportunities. Do we still want both sections, public comment and/or public participation as part of the agenda? Amy asked about adding definitions be added to website. Amber asked about limiting public comment based on number of people that may want to comment. Emily suggested increasing Public Comment form to being completed 72 hours in advance. We don’t want to give the appearance that the ICC is screening public comment. Scott suggested working with OGC on adding a disclaimer to the form. Conversation on Public Comment form tabled for Kathleen, Mallorie and Nicole to discuss further. 
Virtual vs. In-person meetings
ICC Co-chairs looking to gauge interest in one (1) in-person Steering, and one (1) in-person General Session. General Session Round 4 is scheduled to be in-person in DPH Marlborough office on May 13, 2027. 
Emily shared in-person pros and cons.
ICC Updates – Members and Roles
	Role
	Member

	Family & Community Engagement Chair
	Amy Muehlberger

	Legislative Representative
	Christine Barber

	MA EI Consortium (MEIC)
	Kristen Evans

	ICC Parent Representative – At large
	Danielle Lavon

	ICC Parent Representative – Southeast
	Charles Palmer

	ICC Parent Representative – At large
	Karen Reyes-Lima

	ICC Provider Representative – Greater Boston
	Jessica Leonard

	EI Champion – Universal Newborn Hearing Screening
	Sarah Stone





Committee updates 
Tweaking committee updates to include conversation/feedback
Kathleen shared change to the Committee Update slide and section added “Questions for ICC”
Who’s who DPH by Committees
	Committee
	DPH Representative
	Co-chairs

	Membership
	Kathleen Amaral 
With assistance from Kris Martone-Levine
	Nicole Constantino

	Fiscal
	Scott Geer
	Lori Russell

	Family and Community Engagement
	Kathleen with assistance from Kris, and Liz Cox
	Amy Muehlberger

	Service Quality
	Molly Gilbride
	Mallorie Brown



Membership listing on mass.gov has been updated and reviewed.
Build General Session agenda
Reviewed General Session agenda for September 24, 2026, meeting and asked for any changes or input.
Mallorie reminded ICC Steering about General Session Round One meeting on September 24, 2026. 
Mallorie made a motion to adjourn and Colleen seconded. Meeting was adjourned at 12:23pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Kris Martone-Levine
	
	
	



