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SAC Members present: 
Michelle Motta Dardeno (MMD)
Ellen Perkins (EP)
Brock Cordeiro (BC)
Zinma Camelio (ZC) 
Jonathan Ozek (JO) 
Nini Silver (NS)

MCDHH Staff:
Commissioner Opeoluwa Sotonwa (OS)
Heather Daley (HD) 

	Agenda Topic
	Discussion
	Action Item

	Welcome
	MMD opened the meeting, clarifying that she would usurp the agenda to provide full transparency about the planning process and the current concerns regarding the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Constituents’ Day event date.
	

	Purpose of Meeting  
	The primary purpose was to discuss concerns about the scheduled date for Deaf Constituents’ Day (September 23, 2025), which conflicts with Rosh Hashanah, a major Jewish holiday. MMD emphasized the SAC’s role as volunteer community advisers: to provide recommendations to the Commissioner while understanding that the final decision rests with the Commission.

Three options were presented:
· Keep the current date (September 23)
· Reschedule to another date
· Cancel for 2025 and plan for 2026
	

	Background and Context
	· Deaf Constituents’ Day had traditionally been held annually but was paused during COVID. Efforts are underway to restore the event’s previous level of engagement. 
• The available date for the event, September 23, was determined based on State House scheduling constraints. Other dates were not available, and the SAC cannot independently request dates; all official requests must go through the Commission. 
• Concerns were raised about the significance of September 23 coinciding with Rosh Hashanah, potentially impacting participation from community members, staff, and interpreters.
	

	SAC Members’ Discussion
	JO asked if the community had input on preferred dates; clarified that State House scheduling limits flexibility. Suggested potential alternative dates but acknowledged availability constraints.

NS highlighted the conflict with Rosh Hashanah and emphasized that holding the event on that date would exclude Jewish community members and staff. Recommended not holding the event on that date.

BC acknowledged the need to respect religious observances and suggested postponement as a reasonable solution. Highlighted that postponement could still allow legislative impact and community engagement.

EP supported cancellation due to the significance of the holiday and the upcoming 40th Anniversary event, which could serve as the primary community engagement opportunity.

ZC agreed that postponement would be appropriate and emphasized maintaining the event in 2026, avoiding conflicts with other communities’ observances.

After discussion, BC motioned to postpone Deaf Constituents’ Day to a date in 2026; the motion was seconded.
	ACTION: MCDHH staff to coordinate with the State House to determine available 2026 dates for Deaf Constituents’ Day.

ACTION: Future communication to respect religious observances without creating exclusions or misunderstandings.


	Commissioner’s Response
	OS thanked the SAC for their discussion and acknowledged concerns regarding the Jewish community and staff participation.

OS noted the 40th Anniversary event planning in 2026, which will be a major multi-day celebration including the Governor and other stakeholders.

OS supported the SAC’s recommendation to postpone the event and discussed considerations for transparency when communicating the postponement to the community.
	ACTION: Announce cancellation of 2025 Deaf Constituents’ Day

	Adjournment 
	MMD adjourned the meeting at 6:10 PM. 
	



