


Massachusetts Autism Commission
Executive Office of Health and Human Services
Meeting Minutes

October 14, 2025   
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Via Zoom

Autism Commission Members Present:  Undersecretary Mary McGeown (EHS), Carolyn Kain (EHS), Sarah Peterson (DDS), Chris Peltier (DDS), Jamie Nathan for Sen. Joan Lovely (SEN), Joshua Traver for Sen. Ryan Fattman, Toni Wolf (MBY), Jen Chebator (DCF), Mi-Hata James (DMH), Christine Hubbard, Iraida Alvarez (DESE), Aimee Smith Zeoli (EEC), Bronia Clifton (EOHLC), Sacha Stadhard (EOL), Karen Wylie, Lee Robinson (EHS), Jo Ann Simons, Janet Barbieri, Laurie Anastopoulos,  Zachary Houston, Rita Gardner, Ann Neumeyer, Amy Weinstock, Michele Brait and Jessica Sassi 
Guests: Dr. Angela Fowler
Meeting Minutes: Dianne Lescinskas (EHS)
Review and Approval of the Minutes from May 7, 2025
Undersecretary Mary McGeown called the meeting to order and welcomed the members to the meeting.  
Ms. Kain asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from May 7, 2025, Ms. Sassi moved the motion to approve, Ms. Clifton seconded the motion.  A roll call was done and all members present approved the motion.  The motion passed and the minutes were approved.
Review of Updates and Recommended Priorities from Subcommittees
Birth-14 – presented by Iraida Alverez
Updates
· Transition from Early Intervention to Special Education
The subcommittee met throughout the year with the goal of deepening its understanding of the Massachusetts’ Part C/early intervention system and the transition process to Part B/preschool special education for children diagnosed with autism. The subcommittee heard from Dr. Emily White, Director of the Early Intervention Division and the Commonwealth’s IDEA Part C Coordinator, who provided an overview of the state’s IDEA Part C/early intervention system, including how children move from program entry through transition to preschool special education. The committee reviewed data from the Part C/early intervention State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report for transition. Members also heard from Molly Gilbride, the Early Intervention Division’s Clinical Quality Manager, who described the state’s monitoring process and methods for ensuring providers’ compliance with federal timelines and transition requirements. The subcommittee has scheduled a follow-up presentation from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) at its November 2025 meeting to understand how DESE monitors the timeliness and quality of transitions from Part C/early intervention to public education programs. This work supports the subcommittee’s ongoing commitment to identifying barriers, promoting interagency coordination, and ensuring continuity of support for children and families during the critical transition from EI to school-based services.

· Child Safety
The subcommittee achieved its goal of expanding safety resources for individuals with autism and their families through collaboration with the Department of Developmental Services (DDS). The group provided feedback to DDS to develop and share swim safety resources, now posted on multiple state and partner websites. These materials are being distributed through various channels, including agency webpages and community-based organizations, to ensure families can easily access information on drowning prevention and safe recreation. Although the subcommittee has agreed to build on this success by broadening its focus beyond water safety to include wandering, bolting, accidental drowning, and psychosexual health, ensuring that the full spectrum of safety needs for children with autism is addressed, these topics have not yet been discussed in the 2025-2026 year.
2026 Recommended Priorities
Building on the progress described above and reflecting on member discussions during the October 8, 2025, meeting, the subcommittee identified several areas for continued and expanded focus in the Commission’s 2026-2027 year.
· Increase Access to Timely and Accurate Information and Resources
Members considered questions about systems coordination and access, workforce and professional development, family engagement and support, quality outcomes and data, transition and community support, and safety, health, and community inclusion. An overriding theme across each area discussed was the need to develop a centralized, multilingual autism resource hub that links to relevant state agencies (e.g., EI, DDS, DPH, DESE, and MassHealth) and external partners (e.g., “1,2,3 Grow!” campaign, Doug Flutie Foundation, and Boys & Girls Clubs) to ensure equitable outreach to diverse and underrepresented communities. This resource hub could also promote integration of family mental health supports within service systems. As state agencies and external partners identify barriers to service access, the resource hub could be updated and revised. Specific action steps could include Child Safety, Health, and Community Inclusion
Members considered how the Commission could build upon the work completed by DDS to expand the safety focus to include wandering, bolting, psychosexual health, and community safety awareness. Specific action steps could include:
· Recommending that DESE to explore issuing a technical advisory on autism-related safety that can inform IEP and team discussions.
· Outreach to community-based organizations to share the DDS resources created.
Adult Subcommittee – presented by Chris Hubbard and Chris Peltier 
Update
During the last year, the Adult Subcommittee developed an informational flyer for families of individuals aging with autism to enable them to connect with the Department of Developmental Services (“DDS”) for more information to learn more about services that their older family member with autism may be eligible for as they advance in age. Through collaboration with DDS, a comprehensive communication plan was established to distribute this flyer widely through multiple existing communication methods and on-line media opportunities.  
2026 Recommended Priorities
· Continue to promote and expand the outreach campaign to older families caring for a loved one with Autism and not currently connected to the service system. This will involve continuing to build stronger functional linkages between DDS and the Executive Office of Aging and Independence as partners in this and other efforts of the subcommittee. The goal is to work together to provide accessible information regarding eligibility and opportunities for future planning 
· Collaborate with DDS to look for strategies to make the adult eligibility process more accessible for older adults who are pursuing or being given a diagnosis but who lack the documentation from their developmental years to establish eligibility 
2026 Recommended Priorities
· The Adult Subcommittee will partner with the rest of the Commission to:
· Monitor the impacts of any legislative or regulatory changes at the Federal level and their impact on benefit and service availability for individuals. 
Promote accurate information and evidence-based research about Autism and people with Autism in the Commonwealth.
Health Care Subcommittee – presented by Lee Robinson and Amy Weinstock
Update
· MassHealth Medical Necessity Criteria were updated, expanding providers able to diagnose ASD to include advanced practice registered nurses and physician assistants. Requirements related to specific diagnostic tools and assessments were removed. Language was added to state that evidence for diagnosis may be gathered by a multidisciplinary team to assist in the diagnostic process.
2026 Recommended Priorities
· Address barriers to access for people with ASD to appropriate, high quality, medically necessary, culturally responsive treatment options.
Housing Subcommittee – presented by Bronia Clifton and Laurie Anastopoulos
Updates
· Over the past year, the Housing Subcommittee tracked the implementation of the Affordable Homes Act, specifically highlighting the state Accessory Dwelling Unit law as well as other programs and legislative changes that can be leveraged to support housing for individuals with ASD.  
· Over the past year, the Housing Subcommittee studied three state-funding housing projects for individuals with development and intellectual disabilities including ASD. Two of the three projects are currently under construction. One project is complete and up and running. 
2026 Recommended Priorities
· During calendar 2026, the subcommittee will continue to track AHA implementation and will highlight relevant recommendations developed by the new Accessibility and Extremely Low-Income Housing Commissions. The subcommittee will also track developments at the federal level as they impact funding for housing for people with disabilities as well as Medicaid funding for long term community-based supportive services.
· During calendar 2026, when all three projects are completed, the subcommittee will complete three case studies documenting the public and private financing sources, costs, design features, development and operational innovations, challenges and lessons learned. 
Discussion 
· ADU law – first 6 months of the law – focus on the leadership in Boston where they are providing financial assistance/grants on low-income households -Boston is a model and hoping other towns follow suit.
· When all 3 housing projects are completed, the subcommittee will outline and document both private and public resources - lessons learned programmatically
· Concerns with capital resources for Medicaid/Medicare that support ASD services aiding with staying in the community - tracking carefully
· Housing and services go together for those who want to live in a community 
· Workgroup within DDS on alternative housing to address the need of the expanding population – question asked regarding working group and profound autism and housing.  There is a team at HHS that includes DDS, MassHealth and a group of providers/family members looking at this.
· Send out a survey to providers from the working group
Presentation by Department of Public Health on Access to Vaccines
Dr. Angela Fowler, Associate Medical Director for Vaccines and Medical Diseases presented a slide presentation regarding Massachusetts vaccine access.
· The federal policy toward science and public health is chaotic
· Previously vaccine policy was straight forward with guidelines on how insurance companies fund vaccines 
· What has changed – All 17 members were dismissed from ACIP – separate from the CDC – they were dismissed and replaced by members appointed by RFK – concerns around knowledge – many have made anti-vax statements
· Challenging time for vaccine policy – ACIP is no longer providing reliable evidence-based recommendations 
· New guidance for DOI/DPH to require insurance companies in MA to continue to cover the cost of vaccines   - first state in the nation to do so.
· There is a standing order authorizing pharmacies to vaccinate all.
Action Items
Undersecretary McGeown discussed how the Autism Commission could position itself as we respond to misinformation around ASD to better support individuals and families.  A small committee should be formed to discuss how the Autism Commission can weigh in on the messaging around the misinformation as it relates to ASD – the plan would be to put it on the Autism Commission website.  This group will meet prior to the next meeting in December.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.



