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DECISION 

Petitioner/Appellant Diana Back ("Ms. Back") appeals from the decision of an administrative 

magistrate of the Division of Administrative Law Appeals ("DALA"), which affirmed the 

decision of the Respondent/Appellee Barnstable County Retirement Board ("Board") to deny her 

application for accidental disability retirement pursuant to G.L. c. 32, § 7. Ms. Back was 

formerly employed as a police officer with the Town of Eastham.1 By application received by

the Board on October 20, 2016, she applied for accidental disability benefits, citing "right hip 

trochanteric bursitis" and "bilateral trapezial spasm" as the bases therefor. 2 The Board denied

her application because a majority of the Regional Medical Panel ("Panel") which examined her 

pursuant to G.L. c. 32, § 6 found that she was not physically incapable of performing the duties 

of a police officer. 3

The DALA magistrate held an evidentiary hearing on March 3, 2020. By decision dated 

November 13, 2020, DALA affirmed the Board's decision. Ms. Back filed a timely appeal to us. 

1 Exhibit 17. 
2
/d. Ms. Back retired for superannuation effective in May 2019, and her retirement 

allowance is in pay status. Exhibit 24; Transcript page 36. The accidental disability benefit that 
she seeks in this appeal would be a greater benefit than the one she is currently receiving. G.L. 
C. 32, § 7.

�Exhibit 26. 
















