
ATTORNEY GENERAL AND SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
CAUTION VOTERS: READ BEFORE SIGNING  

BALLOT QUESTION PETITIONS 

The Attorney General’s Office and Secretary of the Commonwealth’s Office issue this 
advisory as the deadline for gathering signatures on initiative petitions approaches. 

✓ If you believe you may have been deceived into signing a petition and want to ensure that
your name is not certified as a legitimate signer of that petition, immediately contact your
local registrars of voters in writing.  State that you want to ensure you are not counted as a
signer of a particular petition and identify that petition by its subject and the letter and/or
number printed in the lower-right corner.  State that, if your signature appears on that
petition, you want your signature withdrawn and not certified.  Include your name, address
and telephone number and be sure to sign the letter in the same manner as you would have
signed your signature on a petition.  Deliver the letter to your local registrars of voters’ office
as soon as possible.  This will maximize the chance that your signature will not be counted if
it is on a petition you did not wish to sign.

✓ Carefully read the actual piece(s) of paper
you are being asked to sign.  Make sure
that you first read the summary of the
proposal that is printed at the top of, or on
the other side of, each piece of paper you
are signing.  People gathering signatures
may have placed a stack of petitions on a
clipboard so that voters only read the
petition on top, but are asked to sign
additional petitions, which deal with
separate issues, underneath.

✓ Look for a large capital letter or number
with letter printed in the lower-right
corner on both the front and back sides
that identifies each ballot question.  Pages
bearing different large capital letters
and/or numbers are for different ballot
questions, and each contain a summary of
the petition you are being asked to sign.



 

 

 
 


