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A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, April 9, 2013 at the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108
PRESENT

Alexander MacLeod (SM), Chair - Registered Architect

Brian Gale (BG), Vice-Chair– Building Official from a Town

Rob Anderson (RA) 




-Chief of Inspections- Buildings

….designee for this meeting was Tom Riley (TMR)
Richard Crowley (RC) -Building Trades 

Jerry Ludwig (JL)


-Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical)
Gary Moccia (GM), - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)

Thomas Perry (TP)




-Building Official from a City
Timothee Rodrique (TR) – Designees for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS

Stanley Shuman (SS)





-General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 

Harry Smith (HS)




-One- and Two-Family Homebuilders
ABSENT

Kevin Gallagher (KG)




-Head of a Local Fire Department

Tom Riley (TMR), Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH) and Mike Guigli (MSG) from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at DPS. These minutes contain some record of discussion but essentially just motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are shown in, or below, this table of minutes. 

*(Motion, Second, All, if unanimous BBRS vote)

	Old Business (OB)
	Time1

	MSG introduced Deirdre Ann Hosler, who was recently hired as the Deputy General Counsel for DPS, and then SM called the meeting to order.
	1:08

	OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes February 12, 2013 (approved April 9 2013)’(BG, RC All) 
	1:09

	OB #2. Actions from previous BBRS Meetings 

a. Staff noted that feedback on the construction control documents is minimal at this point in time and that the team that reviewed these documents will reconvene in April, May, and possibly June. The team will include Chris Poole and David Hatem, both representing the interests of AIA/BSA2. The goal is to have the revised documents on the June 11 BBRS agenda. 
	

	OB #3 Discussion and votes on code change proposals on 780 CMR:
a. Staff noted that the several sections of a revised Chapter 1 have been reviewed by DPS legal and that the State Inspectors met on April 8 to review it once again. Section 107 will be reviewed and revised if required by the team that is responsible for the review of the construction control documents. 1:14
b. David Kapturowski from AARST3 presented testimony on a code change proposal for radon reduction4 pertaining to the Residential Volume. Various radon gas mitigation measures and associated costs were discussed for both new and existing construction along with the site specific nature of the issue and variability of radon levels across the state.   It was also noted that upon sale of property some home inspectors are including radon levels in their reports. After this discussion and Q&A the BBRS moved ‘2013_01_Chapter_51_R324_Radon_Reduction_Kapturowski.pdf’ to a statutory (non EO485) public hearing to seek public comment on this proposal.. (TR, BG, All) 1:59
c. Staff noted that a May 14 Public Hearing has been scheduled for two energy code proposals (adoption of IECC 2012, Residential and Commercial) that have exited the EO485 process. DH provided the BBRS an overview of the revised EO485 process. It now incorporates four considerations on whether or not the proposed regulation might:  have a nontrivial cost (new or amended fees are non-trivial); present a significant policy decision; generate significant stakeholder interest or be newsworthy; or relate to a Patrick-Murray Administration priority. Staff and DPS legal are revisting the BBRS proposals currently in the EO485 process using the revised process. 2:06 
d. The BBRS reviewed a code change proposal to address the window/vinyl siding interaction: ‘2013_02_IECC_402.3.1_Fenestration_Radiation_Reflection_Staff’ but took no action to move it to promulgation. Staff provided an update on the effort to have the DOE fund further study on root cause and solutions. Funding potential is enhanced if a nation-wide problem is evident, so Staff and Ian Finlayson (DOER) took an action to seek out other states that have a history of similar incidents and include this information in a DOER-sponsored request for assistance (STATE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE request) in pursuit of resolution. This topic will appear on the agenda when further progress or action occurs.  Also, the BBRS was advised to take no additional action on the specific dispute between Ms. Vincequere and her abutter. 2:36
	

	New Business (NB)
	

	NB #1: BBRS approved 72  new CSLs issued in February 2013 and 96 for March 2013 (HS, BG, All) 
	2:37

	NB #2: BBRS approved reinstatement for Jonathan Burke (CS-075970) with military leave, Manuel M Ponte, Jr. CS-011659 Francisco Leitao (CS-016114), Timothy Burns (CS-055563) and Joseph Dowgiert (CS-095432) with medical justification. (HS, TP, All)
	2:37

	NB #4: BBRS reviewed and approved the recommendations and imposed the actions contained in ‘BOCC_February_6_2013_meeting_minutes’. (BG, HS, All)
	2:38

	NB #6: BBRS approved a Matthew & Charles Pernaa, M. P.’s Lawn & Landscape Native Lumber, Inc., 545 South Road, Ashby, MA 01431 as a native lumber producer. (BG, GM, All)
	2:42

	NB #5:  BBRS approved S.W. Cole of Somersworth, NH as a MA-licensed concrete test lab (CTL) for 2013 (GM, HS, All) 2:38 and approved continuation of 2013 MA CTL licensure of Thompson & Lichtner (T&L) at its new location in Canton, MA. This approval recognized the unexpected requirement for T&L to quickly move their laboratory coupled with T&L’s proper action of immediate third party recalibration of its compression test machine at the new laboratory address. This approval also allows T&L to stay with its present schedule of having a CCRL (Cement and Concrete Reference Laboratory) audit in the Fall of 2013 rather than requiring T&L to have an immediate “out-of-sequence” CCRL audit at the new laboratory address. (HS, RC, All) 
	2:42

	NB #7 Other new business:

a. Robert Carasitti provided an update on the activity of the FPFP advisory committee on the subjects of exterior wall panels, code change proposals to Chapter 3 and 4, adoption of NFPA 13, 13D, and 13R standards, and the ongoing Model 15 effort. Pertaining to these topics the BBRS approved 2012_07_Official_Interpretation_Fire_Rating_Exterior_Composite_Walls_10_09_12(approved).doc (BG, HS, All) 2:50 and approved an action for the Chapter 34 advisory committee to review and revise if necessary the Chapter 34 ‘available water’ provisions pertaining to sprinkler requirements and then review same with the FPFP. (BG, HS, All) 2:59 and approved a move to promulgate the 2013 editions of NFPA 13, 13D, and 13R. (TR, BG, All) 3:03 
b. The BBRS approved with edits to indicate conditions that may require rebar ‘2013_02_Official_Interpretation_Plain_Concrete_Foundation_Walls_04_09_13(approved) (BG, RC, All) 3:15 to 3:28

c. After some discussion on the subject of a state-wide, on-line, building permit application form for all municipalities the BBRS took no action. 3:33
d. Staff introduced a potential candidate for the Chapter 34 Advisory Committee, who would represent stakeholders. After a short testimony by David Horton SM approved his appointment to the C34 committee. 3:17
e. RA discussed the topic of pending legislation on Beacon Hill and advised BBRS members, if communicating on pending legislation, to do so as a individual and not as a member of the BBRS. Staff took an action to forward to all members the list of pending legislation that may impact the building code or the authority of the Board. 3:44
	2:43 to 3:44

	BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (BG, GM, All)
	3:44


Notes   
1. Time is E.S.T. 
2.  American Institute of Architects/Boston Society of Architects

3.  American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists, Inc.

4.  Also viewed as part of this topic was: ‘AARST ANSI Radon Standard CCAH 2013  Mass BBRS copy.pdf’

