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A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) was held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, September 10, 2013 at the Ashburton Café, One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108
PRESENT

Alexander MacLeod (SM), Chair - Registered Architect

Brian Gale (BG), Vice-Chair– Building Official from a Town

Rob Anderson (RA) 




-Chief of Inspections- Buildings



Kevin Gallagher (KG)




-Head of a Local Fire Department

Dana Haagensen (DH) – Designee for Stephen Coan, State Fire Marshal, DFS

Stanley Shuman (SS)





-General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 

Harry Smith (HS)




-One- and Two-Family Homebuilders
ABSENT

Richard Crowley (RC) -Building Trades 

Jerry Ludwig (JL)


-Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical)
Gary Moccia (GM), - Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)

Thomas Perry (TP)




-Building Official from a City
Deirdre Ann Hosler (DH), Don Finocchio (DF), Tom Riley (TMR) and Mike Guigli (MSG) from DPS were present as well as others as indicated on the attendance sheet, which is on file at DPS. These minutes contain summaries of discussion and record of motions*, seconds, votes, and actions. Documents that were either viewed or discussed at this meeting are shown in, or below, this table of minutes. 

*(Motion, Second, All, if unanimous BBRS vote)

	Public Hearing
	Time1

	SM opened the public hearing with a statement and then staff displayed each of the 14 code changes that have been proposed to the state building code (780 CMR) and provided a summary of each.  The proposals that were considered for this public hearing are listed below. 
· 2011 11 01+02, 3.08, 3.10, Assisted Living Classification, redline
· 2011 11 15, 9.0, Authority of Building and Fire Officials, redline
· 2012 01, 9.07, Supervisory Monitoring of Smoke Detectors, redline
· 2011 05 08, 13.00, IECC, Lighting Power Density, redline
· 2012 07, 16.0, Structural Loads, redline
· 2012 07A, 16.0, Structural Loads Table, redline
· 2012 18, 16.0,  AISC Braced Frames, redline
· 2012 08, 18.0, Concrete Grout in Foundations, redline
· 2012 06, 34.0, Existing Buildings, redline
· 2011 11 17, 51.0, Wind Speeds - Residential, redline
· 2012 10, 51.0 R109, Inspections within 24 Hours, redline
· 2012 02, 51.0,  Supervisory Monitoring of Smoke Detectors, redline
· 2012 09, 51.0 R105, 30 Day Action on Permits, redline
· 2012 19, 110.0 R5, CSL and Military Service, redline
No public testimony was heard on any proposal and BBRS/Staff discussion centered mainly on three:
· Proposal 2011 11 15 changes the witness of acceptance testing of some fire protection systems from “building official and/or fire official” to “building official and fire official”. BG noted situations where one of these individuals may choose not to be present for the testing. The proposed change would preclude this option. 

·  Proposal 2012 06 is a rewrite of the MA amendments to 780 CMR 34 which references the International Existing Building Code 2009 (IEBC).  One of the changes will preclude use of the Prescriptive Method for R-Use Buildings unless the building is already in compliance with the 6th edition of the code. Staff noted that two BBRS advisory committees (Structural and Chapter 34) that developed these proposals over a year ago will meet this month to review again and provide feedback to the BBRS.

· Proposals 2012 10 and 2012 09 impose a time limit on building official action on inspections and permit applications. These time limits have been in the code but were not carried forward to the 8th edition of the residential volume. Historically the word “hours” in the inspection proposal has meant hours in business days. For instance, a request for an inspection placed with a building department on Friday at 3:00 p.m. allows the building official to conduct that inspection on or before 3:00 p.m. the following Tuesday. Whereas for Proposal 2012 09 the word “days” historically has meant calendar days. With adoption of this proposal a building official must take action on a permit application in 30 calendar days.  These clarifications may be incorporated as public comment. 
The BBRS chose to not rewrite any proposal during this meeting and instead seek public comment for possible improvements and edits. 
The BBRS approved a public comment period until the close of business on October 4, 2013 (BG, HS, All) 1:28 and then a vote was taken to close the public hearing (BG, HS, All) 1:29
An audio file of the hearing is available via DPS Public Records Request  
	1:01
to

1:30


	Old Business (OB)
	

	SM opened the regular BBRS monthly meeting. 
	1:30

	OB #1 BBRS approved ‘BBRS Minutes July 9, 2013 (approved September 10 2013)’ (BG, KG, All) 
	1:31

	OB #2. Actions from previous BBRS Meetings 

a. Staff updated the BBRS on the status of code change proposals to Chapters 1, 2, 9, 35, and 51 that may be available for public hearing on November 12, 2013. 
	

	OB #3 Discussion and votes on 780 CMR code change proposals:
a.  After discussion and an edit the BBRS approved for promulgation through EO 485 a proposed code change:  ‘2013_07_Chapter_5_Height_Increase_NFPA_13R_(approved)’. (BG, HS, All) 1:38 This proposal would delete a current MA amendment which precludes a height increase for R-Use buildings with an NFPA 13R system and replace it with: “Also see automatic sprinkler system requirements for R-Use buildings in Table 903.2 note a.” The BBRS directed Staff to seek a recommendation from the Fire Prevention and Fire Protection advisory committee as well. 1:41 
	1:38 to 1:41 

	New Business (NB)
	

	NB #1: BBRS approved 91 new Construction Supervisor Licenses for July 2013 and 78 for August 2013 (BG, HS, All) 
	1:42

	NB #2: BBRS approved CSL reinstatements for Edward Parker CS-065577, Laura Fetherolf CS-096745, Bruce Mills CS-078687, Anthony J DeSantis CS-052440, Richard L. DeSantis CS-052251, and Graeme Poole CS-076768 with medical justification and William Gallant CS-078065 with military leave justification. (BG, HS, All)
	1:42

	NB #4: BBRS reviewed and approved the Building Official Certification Committee (BOCC) recommendations and imposed the actions contained in ‘BOCC_June_5_2013_meeting_minutes’. (BG, HS, All)
	1:43

	NB #6: BBRS approved new native lumber producers: Roland R. Blake, 270 Bragg Road, PO Box 466, Warren, MA 01083,  Gordon Richardson, 121 County Rd., Huntington, MA 01050, and Richard C. Wuori, 499 Clayton Mill River Rd., Mill River, MA 01244 (HS, BG, All)
	1:43

	NB #7 Other new business:

a.  TMR provided the BBRS with an update on the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations effort to adopt the new edition of the National Electric Code and the BCCC process. 
b.  KG informed the BBRS of pre-manufactured stairs that are now available. This file ‘Basement Fires Have Just Gotten More Dangerous’ was viewed. He noted the potential for strength reduction due to a fire from below, which may occur if this type of stair were not covered by gypsum board like in a basement stair installation. 

c. HS informed the BBRS of National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) comments on the cost impact of the International Energy Conservation Code 2012 vs. the 2009 as found in ‘Mayors Resolution on Energy Codes Misses the Mark’. It was noted that the cost of construction increases may be national figures and not specific to MA. HS took an action to look into this to find out if the study has a cost number specific to MA and if not then a state with a climate zone of MA (5). 

d. TMR noted that the certification process of Concrete Test Laboratories (CTL) may be enhanced if another agency were available to certify these labs. Currently the Cement and Concrete Reference Laboratory (CCRL) is the only active certification agency. The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials Materials Reference Laboratory (AMRL) is another agency that may be qualified and TMR requested that the BBRS approve it on a short term basis. The BBRS approved AMRL as a CTL certification agency until October 8, 2013 at which time TMR will provide the BBRS with more information to consider. (HS, BG, All) 2:03  
e.  RA provided an update of the DPS civil fine program that is now in place. 

f.  The BBRS considered Richard K. Arruda of the Dartmouth District 3 Fire Department for the open position on the Chapter 34 Advisory Committee.  His nomination was put forward by the Fire Chiefs’ Association of MA, Inc. (FCAM). It was noted that he also serves as an alternate on the FPFP. No other individual,State Fire Marshal,  also serves as an alternate on the FPFP. No other individual other than designees for Rob Anderson and the other than designees for Rob Anderson and the State Fire Marshal, serve on more than one committee. Upon the suggestion of KG to bring this information back to FCAM, no action was taken by the BBRS chair on this nomination
g.  TMR suggested that a grace period for renewals of Native Lumber licenses would be good policy for the BBRS to consider. If adopted this would eliminate some minor administrative issues that arise when, as one example, renewals are received a few days late. The BBRS approved a one-year grace period for renewals of licenses for Native Lumber Producers. (BG, HS. All) 2:13. Note that a producer may not operate with an expired license.
	

	BBRS approved a motion to adjourn (HS, BG, All)
	2:14


Notes   
1. Time is E.S.T. 

