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BEEKEEPERS: PROTECT YOUR 
HIVES FROM BLACK BEARS

P R O P E R LY  M A I N TA I N E D  E L E C T R I C  F E N C I N G  P R O T E C T S  H I V E S

• All beekeepers should consider electric fencing, regardless of the size of your operation.

• Keep weeds, vines, and all vegetation from growing on wires and shorting out the fence.

• Keep the power on at all times.

• Regularly check and maintain chargers or batteries.

• Ensure your fence is putting out  a minimum of 6,000 volts.

• Teach bears to avoid electric fences by placing bacon strips, foil strips with peanut butter, or 
honey on the hot wires to deliver a shock to the bear’s nose. A bear will remember the shock 
and associate the fence with pain.

• An Electric Fencing Guide is available on mass.gov/bears

Preventing bear problems requires financial investment from beekeepers. Bears interested 
in nutrient-rich bee larvae have been known to knock down or completely destroy hives. 
Properly maintained electric fencing is the best protection against bears. Protect your 
investment in your hives, whether large or small, with electric fencing. With some upfront 
investment, and common sense, bear incidents can be prevented.
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