Second Meeting of the Chapter 244 (Acts of 2012) Joint Policy Working Group

Date: July 26, 2013
Time: 3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.    
Location: Bureau of Health Care Safety and Quality, 99 Chauncy Street, 11th Floor, Boston, MA 02111

Background

Statutory language provided in Section 8 of Chapter 244 of the Acts of 2012, An Act Relative to Prescription Drug Diversion, Abuse and Addiction (the Act) mandating utilization of the MA Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) by practitioners was amended in the final conference budget for MA fiscal year 2014.  This amendment requires the MA Department of Public Health (MDPH) to develop regulations to implement the new mandate.  MDPH would like to discuss the revised mandate with members of the Chapter 244 (Acts of 2012) Joint Policy Working Group.  The amended language is provided below:
Subsection (c) of section 24A of said chapter 94C is hereby further amended by 
1265 striking out the second paragraph, added by section 8 of chapter 244 of the acts of 2012, and 
1266 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:- 
1267 The department shall promulgate rules and regulations relative to the use of the 
1268 prescription monitoring program by registered participants, which shall include requiring 
1269 participants to utilize the prescription monitoring program prior to the issuance, to a patient for 1270 the first time, of a prescription for a narcotic drug that is contained in schedule II or III. The 
1271 department may require participants to utilize the prescription monitoring program prior to the 1272 issuance, to a patient for the first time, of benzodiazepines or any other schedule IV or V 
1273 prescription drug, which is commonly abused and may lead to physical or psychological 
1274 dependence or which causes patients with a history of substance dependence to experience 
1275 significant addictive symptoms. The regulations shall specify the circumstances under which 1276 such narcotics may be prescribed without first utilizing the prescription monitoring program. The 1277 regulations may also specify the circumstances under which support staff may use the 
1278 prescription monitoring program on behalf of a registered participant. When promulgating the 1279 rules and regulations, the department shall also require that pharmacists be trained in the use of 1280 the prescription monitoring program as part of the continuing education requirements mandated 1281 for licensure by the board of registration in pharmacy, under section 24A of chapter 112. The 1282 department shall also study the feasibility and value of expanding the prescription monitoring 1283 program to include schedule VI prescription drugs.
Agenda
1. Review Minutes from April 25, 2013 Meeting
2. Discuss the Amendment to Chapter 244 of the Acts of 2012

3. Provide Update on the Regulations

4. Discuss Best Practices for Promoting Safe and Responsible Opioid Prescribing

5. Regulations Development Timeline

6. Discuss Next Steps
