Chai rwonan Susan Ti er ney
MA

Dear Chai rworman Ti er ney,

I ama citizen of the Conmpnweal th concerned with the current state and
future health of Massachusetts' ocean |ife. These resources are a
public trust that need future |ooking stewardship

The col | apse of many of marine fish populations, the dire state of

ri ght whal e popul ati ons, and danage done to bottom habitats by sone
fishing practices demand i medi ate attenti on. The managenent practices
and the structure of managenent that have created this situation need
to be changed.

The Commopnweal t h's Ccean Managenent Task Force recently released its
Draft Principles and Prelinm nary Recomrendations. | support the first
recomendati on for the enactnent of a new conprehensive Ccean Resources
Managenent Act. Especially inportant are the recomendations that state
agenci es be enpowered to desighate special areas to protect marine
speci es and habitats and update Ccean Sanctuary regul ati ons, encourage
public invol vement in decision-naking, and increase coordination wth
all levels of governnent.

As the Task Force finalizes its Principles and Recormendati ons |
sincerely hopt that they not in any way be weakened fromtheir current
form

Si ncerely,

Pet er Beves
12 Abi ngton Ave.
Hol br ook, Massachusetts 02343



