Board of Registration in Dentistry

General Session Agenda & Minutes

April 2, 2025   
(Approved by the Board on June 4, 2025)


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
NOTICE OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE

BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY
April 2, 2025
Via WebEx from 250 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations in order to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator Ms. Stacy Hart by email at Stacy.Hart@mass.gov or by phone at 857-274-1120, in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.  Only the General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: Please send an email to Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH at barbara.a.young@mass.gov at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the 
public through the following link: 

https://eohhs.webex.com/eohhs/j.php?MTID=mad5b67c7ed71f72ffefa4855c77ff204
Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (617) 315-0704 (toll) or 1-(650) 479-3208 (toll) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code:  2533 101 9552
Attendee ID:   #              Password:    BORID2025!
	9:00 a.m.
	
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM, AND  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	
	

	9:02 a.m.
	I
	GENERAL SESSION

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

1.  Request for Consideration of an Application for an Individual   Anesthesia Permit B-2   In re: Dr. Giovanna R. Cusumano
2.  Minutes from the December 4, 2024 BORID meeting

3.  Minutes from the January 8, 2025 BORID meeting

4.  Minutes from the February 5, 2025 BORID meeting

5.  Minutes from the March 5, 2025 BORID Complaint Committee Meeting

6.  Report on Applications for Retired License Status

7.  Monthly probation report

	
	Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

	
	II
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTERS
1. DEN-2024-0017:     Dr. Robert Moreau

2. DEN-2023-0021:     Dr. Paul Tesone

3. DEN-2022-0124      Dr. Jill Smith

4. DEN-2022-0131:     Dr. Alan Budd


	
	Dental Investigators:

R. Heard

J. Bueno

K. O’Connell



	
	
	FLEX SESSION
	
	

	10:30 a.m.
	III
	MGL c. 112, s. 65C SESSION  (closed to the public)

	
	

	2:00 p.m.
	IV
	EXECUTIVE SESSION  (closed to the public)
	
	

	4:00 p.m.
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

250 Washington Street, Boston, MA  02108
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 

 April 2, 2025
Present:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Board Chair; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Board Secretary; 
Dr. Richard T. Miller; Dr. Sabina Malla; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, MS, RDH; Ms. Jennifer McKeon, M.Ed., RDH, CDA; Ms. Ailish Wilkie, MS, CPHRM, CPPS, CPHQ
Absent:   Dr. Kasra Rafia; Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH
Board Staff Present: Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director; Kyle Rippstein, Associate Executive Director; Board Counsel Michael Egan, Esq.; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigations; OPP Investigators Kathleen O’Connell, Jaris Bueno, Eileen Mulligan, Rhonda Heard, Deborah El-Majdoubi and Michele Cleasby; Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman.
	Motion:
	At 9:06 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Second:
Vote:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 
Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz,  Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 
Ms. Jennifer McKeon

Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Administrative Matters:
1.
Request for Consideration of an Application for an Individual Anesthesia Permit B2: In Re: Dr. Giovanna R. Cusumano – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH


Dr. Giovanna R. Cusumano was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.    

Dr. Trowbridge noted the ADA guidelines for training on the administration of minimal anesthesia/sedation requires proof of clinical competence but the course completed by this licensee does not include any hands-on training; Dr. Scialabba agreed.  Dr. Trowbridge also noted that the course completed by the licensee does not comply with the requirements of the Board’s regulations at 234 CMR 6.00.  Dr. Scialabba recommended the Board vote on this application now and to have the licensee reapply, if necessary, after completing an acceptable course.

	Motion:
	To deny Dr. Giovanna R. Cusumano’s application for an Individual Anesthesia Permit B-2


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba    

	Vote:


	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz,  Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 
Ms. Jennifer McKeon

Opposed: None
Abstain: None




2.
Review of the General Session Minutes from the BORID Meeting on December 4, 2024 – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH
	Motion:
	To approve the General Session Minutes of the BORID Meeting on December 4, 2024


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Second:
	Ms. Jennifer McKeon     

	Vote:


	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon

Opposed: None
Abstain: Dr. Richard T. Miller




3.  
Review of the General Session Minutes from the BORID Meeting on January 8, 2025 – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

Dr. Trowbridge stated the recommendation of the Board as listed on page 4 of the minutes under the section that discusses Dr. Theresa W. Cleary’s application for a PDO permit is inaccurate as the Board did not make the recommendation per se but rather the Board referred Dr. Cleary to the CDC Guidelines for guidance on what is required.  Dr. DiFabio noted that Dr. Cleary apparently worked with a consultant to update her proposed sterilization area to bring it into compliance with the CDC Guidelines.  
	Motion:
	To approve the General Session Minutes of the BORID Meeting on January 8, 2025, as amended


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz     

	Vote:


	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jennifer McKeon

Opposed: None
Abstain: Ms. Ailish Wilkie




4.  
Review of the General Session Minutes from the BORID Meeting on February 5, 2025 – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH
 
	Motion:
	To approve the General Session Minutes of the BORID Meeting on February 5, 2025


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba     

	Vote:


	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz,  Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 
Ms. Jennifer McKeon

Opposed: None
Abstain: None




5.
Review of the General Session Minutes from the BORID Meeting on March 5, 2025 – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH


Ms. Young informed the Board she had yet to finish writing up the minutes from this meeting and plans on submitting those minutes to the Board for its consideration during its May 7th meeting.

6.
Report on Applications for Retired License Status – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH


Ms. Young submitted her report detailing those licensees who submitted applications for retired license status during the first quarter of 2025; Ms. Stultz commented that four hygienists have applied to have their licenses placed on retired status.  
7.
Monthly Probation Report – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman


Dr. Trowbridge asked Ms. Fishman to explain what is meant by the term “opportunity to cure” as stated on the second line of Ms. Fishman’s report.  Ms. Fishman replied she is authorized to grant licensees up to two opportunities to correct deficiencies such as failure to complete required CEUs but noted that rarely happens as she elects to submit these licensees to the Board for further review/consideration.
Dr. Sabina Malla joined the meeting at 9:33 a.m.
Complaint Resolution – Investigator Rhonda Heard
--In the Matter of DEN-2024-0017: Dr. Robert Moreau
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.
Vincent Dunn, Esq. was present on behalf of the licensee for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion:
	Ms. Heard informed the Board the licensee employed his daughter as a dental assistant in July/August 2021 when she was enrolled in dental school but failed to have his daughter obtain a dental assistant license first.  Ms. Heard noted the licensee’s daughter was issued a dental assistant license in December 2021 but has since obtained her dental license.  Dr. Scialabba asked if the daughter also practiced as a dental hygienist during that time period; Ms. Heard replied she did but Atty. Dunn noted the licensee’s daughter did occasionally polish patients’ teeth but did not perform any “hygiene care.”  Ms. Stultz asked Atty. Dunn to clarify what he meant by hygiene care; Atty. Dunn replied the licensee would scale the patient’s teeth and the daughter would only polish the patient’s teeth.  


	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint against the licensee with an advisory letter on the licensure requirements and to open a formal complaint against the licensee’s daughter Elizabeth Moreau for unlicensed practice as a dental assistant

	
	

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:

Vote:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Richard T. Miller, 

Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon

Opposed: None
Abstain: Ms. Jacyn Stultz 

 


Complaint Resolution – Investigator Rhonda Heard
--In the Matter of DEN-2023-0021: Dr. Paul Tesone
The Board elected to defer this matter to today’s MGL c. 112, s. 65C Session

Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0124: Dr. Jill Smith
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion:
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board this complaint was opened in error as the dental assistant at issue did not name her actual dentist employer.  


	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint

	
	

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge,

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jennifer McKeon, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed: None
Abstain: None 

 


Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0131: Dr. Alan Budd
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion:
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board this case is a companion case to the complaint filed against Dr. Jill Smith but noted this licensee is only an employee of Dr. Smith and does not have hiring authority.  


	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint 

	
	

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:
	Ms. Jennifer McKeon
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge,

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jennifer McKeon, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed: None
Abstain: None 

 


Flex Session:

1.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if there is any progress promulgating the Board’s proposed changes to its regulations at 234 CMR.  Atty. Egan replied he is waiting for confirmation of the next step and should be able to provide greater details at the next Board meeting on May 7th.
2.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if there was an update from the URAMP team; Ms. Young replied it was her error that this issue was not included in today’s agenda.  Ms. Young noted she has invited the URAMP team to address the Board during its next meeting on May 7th.  
3.
Ms. Stultz asked if there has been any progress on updating the Board’s ethics and jurisprudence exams; Ms. Young replied the Board must promulgate the changes to 234 CMR first.  Atty. Egan asked if that will include the recent bill authorizing dental hygiene licensure for foreign trained dentists; Ms. Young replied it will but noted the Board’s licensing regulations at 234 CMR 4.00 must be updated first.  Ms. Stultz recommended the Board start working on updating its exams before the proposed changes to 234 CMR are promulgated.  

4.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if there is any update on granting the Board authority to assess monetary fines for regulatory or statutory violations.  Ms. Young noted the pharmacy board was granted that authority a few years ago but to her knowledge has not yet become operational.  Atty. Egan advised the Board he does not have any updates to share on this issue.  Ms. Stultz noted many other states assess fines; Dr. Trowbridge agreed.  

The Board took its morning recess at 9:52 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 10:15 a.m.
	Motion:
	At 10:15 a.m. to enter a closed MGL c. 112, §65C Session


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba  


Second:
               Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 
Vote:


   In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge,

   Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jennifer McKeon, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

   Opposed: None
   Abstain: None 

(Dr. Richard T. Miller and Ms. Ailish Wilkie were unavailable for the       Board vote on this motion.)

Ms. Ailish Wilkie left the meeting at 11:40 a.m.
The Board recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. and resumed its meeting at 12:48 p.m.

Ms. Ailish Wilkie rejoined the meeting at 1:04 p.m.
	Motion:
	At 2:00 p.m. to enter a closed Executive Session



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba  


Second:
               Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 

Vote:


   In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge,

   Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

   Ms. Jennifer McKeon, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

   Opposed: None
   Abstain: None 

Dr. Sabina Malla left the meeting for the day at 2:00 p.m.
Motion:

At 3:57 p.m. to adjourn the meeting
Motion Made By:
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
Second:

Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Vote:


In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge,

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed: None
Abstain: None 

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH, JD
Executive Director

DATED:   May 28, 2025
2

