Board of Registration in Dentistry

General Session Agenda & Minutes

December 6, 2023  
(Approved by the Board on March 6, 2024)


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
NOTICE OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE

BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY
December 6, 2023
Via WebEx from 250 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator, Sofie Daley, Sofie.Daley@mass.gov, in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.
General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: If possible, please call the Board at (617) 973-0970 at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the 
public through the following link: 

https://eohhs.webex.com/eohhs/j.php?MTID=m72b2a2e906f2c30c9613b695c4adcc9d
Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (617) 315-0704 (toll) or 1-(650) 479-3208 (toll) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code:  2532 719 3788

Attendee ID: #          
	8:30 AM
	
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM, AND  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

	
	

	8:32 AM
	I
	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

1. Presentation on Transition to Electronic Licensure System (eLX)  By Christopher J. Burgess, BHPL IT Department
2. Nominations and Elections for BORID Chair and BORID Secretary

3. Dental Assistant Licensure & EFDA Workgroup

4. Update on BORID Membership

5. Monthly Probation Report

6. GMC Licensure Report

7. Minutes from October 4, 2023 and November 1, 2023
 
	Memos, 

Reports,

Draft Minutes


	B. Young

J. Petrillo

K. Fishman

	9:15 AM
	II
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PROBATION MATTERS - REVIEW OF COMPLIANCE

1. DEN-2018-0153:  Yvanna Pierre, RDA

2. DEN-2020-0058:  Donna Le, RDA


	Memos
	K. Fishman

	9:30 AM
	III
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTERS

1. SA-INV-19748:     Dr. James Thommes

2. DEN-2021-0108:  Dr. Abhyajit Bedi

3. DEN-2022-0061:  Dr. Daniela Sever

4. DEN-2021-0026:  Dr. Steven Rellas

5. DEN-2021-0084:  Rayane Carlos-Flores, RDA

6. DEN-2021-0085:  Dr. Shimul Patel

7. DEN-2021-0068:  Dr. Rose Li Wang

8. DEN-2021-0086:  Terrence L. Szeto, RDH

9. DEN-2021-0087:  Dr. Aram Elovic

10. DEN-2021-0088:  Dr. Rebecca Elovic


	Investigation Reports, Memos, Attachments
	R. Heard

K. O’Connell

D. El-Majdoubi

M. Cleasby

E. Mulligan

	10:45 AM
	IV
	FLEX SESSION


	
	

	11:15 AM
	V
	ADJUDICATORY SESSION (closed to the public)
	
	

	11:30 AM
	VI
	M.G.L. c.112, §65C SESSION (closed to the public)
	
	

	 1:00 PM
	VII
	EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public)

The Board will meet in Executive Session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) for the purposes of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against an individual.
Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve medical records and information of patients.

Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate the Good Moral Character of an applicant for initial licensure.


	
	

	4:00 PM
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

250 Washington Street, Boston, MA  02108
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 

 December 6, 2023

Present:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Board Chair; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Board Secretary; Dr. Richard T. Miller; Dr. Sabina Malla; Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH; Ms. Jennifer McKeon, RDH, CDA; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, RDH; Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Absent:   Dr. Seema Jacob
Board Staff Present: Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director; Jacqueline Petrillo, Esq., Board Counsel; Michael Egan, Esq., Board Counsel; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigations; OPP Investigators Deborah El-Majdoubi, Kathleen O’Connell, Jaris Bueno, Rhonda Heard and Michele Cleasby; Ms. Karen Fishman, Probation Dept. Coordinator.
Dr. Michael Scialabba stated he needed to leave the meeting and will return at approx. 10AM. Dr. Thomas Trowbridge stated he would chair the meeting during Dr. Scialabba’s absence.  
	Motion:
	At 8:40 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Second:
Vote:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jennifer McKeon, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed: None
Abstain: None


Administrative Matters:
1. Transition to Electronic Licensure System (eLX) – Christopher Burgess, BHPL IT Dept.
Mr. Burgess informed the Board a strategic initiative was started by DPH and EOHHS last year with the goal of standardizing licensure procedures across DPH and BHPL.  Mr. Burgess stated an outside vendor, JD Software, was retained to set up this program with the initial focus on establishing a secure system and then creating the process to move away from paper applications.  Mr. Burgess stated the “go live” date for dentistry is January 29, 2024.  Ms. Haluch asked if we would continue to print licenses for licensees; Ms. Young replied licensees will now be able to print hard copies of their licenses and permits through this new program.  Dr. Trowbridge asked how will this information be relayed to the dental community; Mr. Burgess replied written notice will be sent to all licensees approx. one month before the program is operational.  Mr. Burgess also noted that licensees and licensure applicants will be required to create a new account in eLX as their old user IDs and passwords will not work in the new program.  
2. 
Nominations for Board Chair and Board Secretary  ̶  Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director


Ms. Wilkie suggested holding off on accepting nominations until Dr. Scialabba could rejoin the meeting; the Board members agreed.

Ms. Jacyn Stultz joined the meeting at 9:09 a.m.

3.
Dental Assistant Licensure and the EFDA Workgroup – Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director

  
Ms. Young asked Ms. Haluch if she was still willing to act as chair for this workgroup; Ms. Haluch replied she is.  Ms. Young asked Ms. McKeon if she would be willing to participate in this workgroup; Ms. McKeon replied she would.  


Ms. Stultz noted that she recently participated in the CODA accreditation process for a dental assisting program here in Massachusetts and was informed the program did teach expanded functions skills to its students but to the level of lab competence, not clinical competence.  Ms. Stultz noted the students received this training from staff at the school or during their externships in private dental practices.  Ms. McKeon noted her program also teaches these skills to lab competence and not clinical competence as her program, the Quinsigamond Community College dental assisting program, does not have a dentist on staff.  Ms. Stultz noted that dental assistants in other states often acquire these skills through continuing education courses after graduating from a dental assisting school.  


Dr. Malla and Ms. Stultz noted they would like to participate in this workgroup as well.  Atty. Petrillo advised the Board there are no strict rules on how a workgroup may be set up by the Board and noted the quorum issue is to be determined by the workgroup.  Ms. Young noted she would like to invite outside participants, such as Ms. Cindy Cadoret who runs the dental assisting program at Mount Wachusett Community College, to join the workgroup.  
	Motion:
	To establish a Dental Assistant Licensure (EFDA) Workgroup of 7 members including 3 BORID members with the quorum being a majority of the seated members


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller 

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



4.
Updated on BORID Membership – Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director


Ms. Haluch stated she sent her paperwork to be reappointed to the Board several months ago but has yet to receive a response.  Atty. Petrillo advised the Board members that if they want to be reappointed to the Board, they need to let Ms. Young know and should include a note tht they are willing to be considered a holdover. 

5.
Monthly Probation Report – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman


The Board members had no questions for Ms. Fishman.

6.
Report on Applications Approved with Good Moral Character (GMC) Issues – Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director


The Board members had no questions for Ms. Young.

7.
Review of the General Session Minutes of the Board Meetings on October 4, 2023 and November 1, 2023 – Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director


Ms. Young informed the Board she has yet to write up the minutes from the Board’s November 1st meeting and plans on submitting those minutes to the Board for its consideration during its January 2024 meeting.  
Motion:
To approve the General Session Minutes of the October 4, 2023, Board meeting

Motion Made By:
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
Second:

Dr. Richard T. Miller

Vote: 
In Favor:  Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  Ms. Jennifer McKeon, Ms. Ailish Wilkie

8. 
Request for Review of Compliance/Violation of Probation -  Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman
A.
In Re: Ms. Yvanna Pierre, RDA – Docket No. DEN-2018-0153
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee was placed on stayed probation for six months, effective 11/9/21, on a complaint for unlicensed practice and noted the licensee failed to comply with any of the terms of her consent agreement.  Ms. Fishman noted the probation dept. had only learned of this complaint in May 2023 when the licensee contacted Mr. Jeffrey Mills for an update on the status of her license.  Mr. Mills told the licensee to contact Ms. Fishman right away.  Ms. Fishman noted the licensee did so and she instructed the licensee on what she needed to do to comply with her consent agreement.  But Ms. Fishman noted she had no further contact with the licensee until Sept. 2023; Ms. Fishman stated she told the licensee yet again what she needed to do to comply with the consent agreement as well as reinstate her license as her license had expired on 10/31/21.  Ms. Fishman stated a notice of violation was issued on 11/8/23 and the licensee was given 30 days to cure but has failed to respond.  Ms. Fishman recommended lifting the stay on the licensee’s probation and place her on probation for six months with the same conditions as stated in the original consent agreement.  Atty. Petrillo advised the Board it could also vote to place a hold on the licensee’s license.
	Motion:
	To find the licensee in violation of the terms of her probation


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch  

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



	Motion:
	To place an administrative hold on the licensee’s license unless and until the licensee:

· Complies with all terms and conditions of her original consent agreement; and

· Completes all requirements to reinstate her expired license to current status.


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Ms. Jennifer McKeon  

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



B.
In Re: Ms. Donna Le, RDA – Docket No. DEN-2020-0058

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee was placed on stayed probation for six months, effective 2/15/23, on a complaint for unlicensed practice and noted the licensee failed to comply with any of the terms of her consent agreement.  Ms. Fishman stated she contacted the licensee but the licensee has yet to comply.  Ms. Fishman noted a notice of violation of probation was sent to the licensee on 8/24/23 and the licensee failed to reply.  Ms. Fishman stated a second notice was sent to the licensee on 10/5/23 and the licensee still failed to respond.  Atty. Petrillo asked if a signed consent agreement had been received from the licensee; Dr. Trowbridge replied it had been received and was dated 2/24/23.  Atty. Petrillo noted this matter was forwarded to prosecution in Jan. 2023 who did an address search on the licensee and discovered two California addresses for the licensee.  Atty. Petrillo recommend the Board vote to lift the stay and place the licensee on probation for six months with the same conditions/terms as the original consent agreement.

	Motion:
	To find the licensee in violation of the terms of her probation, to lift the stay on the licensee’s probation and to place the licensee on probation for six (6) months with the same conditions and terms as stated in the original consent agreement 


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Ms. Jennifer McKeon

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah Rhonda Heard
--In the Matter of SA-INV-19748: Dr. James Thommes
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on SA-INV-19748: Dr. James Thommes.

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Advertising violation


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Heard informed the Board a postcard advertising the licensee’s dental practice was anonymously mailed to the Board.  Ms. Heard noted the postcard did not list the licensee or a dental director by name as required.  Ms. Heard stated the licensee said he was unaware of this requirement and has since corrected his mailings to include his name.  


	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found with an advisory letter on the advertising requirements


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz  

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0084: Rayane L. Carlos-Flores, RDA
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2021-0084: Rayane L. Carlos-Flores, RDA.

Vincent Dunn, Esq. was present on behalf of the licensee for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board a copy of a “letter of intent” for this dental assistant was received from Atty. Dunn but there is no evidence the original letter was received by the Board when written.  Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the original letter is dated July 2020.  Further, Ms. El-Majdoubi stated the licensee denies the allegations as she believed the letter of intent covered her period of unlicensed training.  Also, Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the licensee submitted CEU certificates for 26 CEUs but all courses were completed in one day.  Ms. Stultz noted the licensee is deficient 3 “live” CEUs and failed to provide her change of address within 30 days as required; Atty. Dunn agreed.  
Ms. Young suggested dismissing this complaint upon proof the licensee has completed 3 “live” CEUs; Atty. Petrillo advised the Board this would be acceptable.  



	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found upon proof the licensee has completed three (3) “live” CEUs within the next three months and to include an advisory letter on the record keeping requirements.


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Second:
	Ms. Jennifer McKeon 

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0085: Dr. Shimul Patel
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2021-0085: Dr. Shimul Patel.

Vincent Dunn, Esq. was present on behalf of the licensee for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant  


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board this licensee employed the dental assistant Rayane Carlos-Flores.


	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found.


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Second:
	Ms. Jennifer McKeon

	Vote:

	In Favor: Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0087: Dr. Aram E. Elovic
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2021-0087: Dr. Aram E. Elovic.

Amy Robinson, Esq. was present on behalf of the licensee for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental hygienist


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments


	Discussion:
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board the licensee has admitted he permitted a dental hygienist, Terrence Szeto, to practice on an expired license.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee kept copies of his staff’s licenses and if so, where those licenses are kept; Atty. Robinson replied the licensee’s office manager keeps copies of all staff’s licenses at their Sharon, MA office.  Ms. Stultz asked if all licenses are posted, then how was this expired license missed; Atty. Robinson replied the licensee now has protocols in place to remedy this situation and noted the dental hygienist at issue had worked for the licensee for 8 yrs. without any issue.  


	
	

	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Risk management

•
Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

•
Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the  licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:


	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller 
In Favor: Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi

--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0088: Dr. Rebecca P. Elovic

Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2021-0088: Dr. Rebecca P. Elovic.

Amy Robinson, Esq. was present on behalf of the licensee for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental hygienist



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board this licensee is the co-owner of the dental practice and has admitted she permitted a dental hygienist, Terrence Szeto, to practice on an expired license.  Ms. El-Majdoubi noted this licensee failed to complete a mandatory opioid course during the 2018-2020 and 2020-2022 licensure cycles.  Atty. Robinson noted these course certificates were provided to Eileen Mulligan yesterday by email.  Ms. Young asked Atty. Robinson to send those course certificates to her as soon as possible; Atty. Robinson agreed.    



	Motion:
	To defer consideration of this complaint until the licensee has provided proof of the missing CEU certificates.


	Motion Made By:


	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller 
In Favor: Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi

--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0086: Terrence L. Szeto, RDH

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Unlicensed practice by a dental hygienist



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board this is the dental hygienist employed by Drs. Aram and Rebecca Elovic who practiced on an expired license from 4/1/19 to 4/16/21.  Dr. DiFabio noted the licensee became aware his license had expired in early 2021 but continued to practice in an effort to earn money.  Further, Dr. DiFabio noted this licensee also admitted to administering local anesthesia after his local anesthesia permit had expired.  

	
	

	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Risk management
▪           6 Hours:    Ethics

▪          20 deficient CEUs for the 2017-2019 licensure cycle
•
Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	
	

	Motion Made By:


	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 
Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None


Complaint Resolution – Investigator Rhonda Heard

--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0108: Dr. Abhyajit Bedi

Dr. Richard T. Miller and Ms. Jennifer McKeon recused themselves from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2021-0108: Dr. Abhyajit Bedi.

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Heard informed the Board this licensee is alleged to have employed an unlicensed dental assistant who practiced on an expired license from 11/1/17 to April 2018.  However, Ms. Heard noted the licensee did not purchase the dental practice where this dental assistant worked until December 2018.    

	
	

	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found.


	Motion Made By:


	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Second:

Vote:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jacyn Stultz  
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell

--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0061: Dr. Daniela Sever

Dr. Richard T. Miller recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2022-0061: Dr. Daniela Sever.

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Regulatory violation (Expired MCSR); CEU non-compliance



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board this licensee’s MCSR expired on 11/17/20 and the licensee failed to obtain current BLS certification during the 2020-2022 licensure cycle.  Ms. O’Connell noted the licensee sold her dental practice and retired in July 2022 but did renew her MCSR in May 2022; further Ms. O’Connell noted the licensee failed to maintain a complete emergency drug kit.  Dr. Trowbridge asked about the status of the licensee’s dental license; Ms. O’Connell replied her dental license is current noting the licensee renewed her dental license while selling her practice.  

	
	

	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for a Reprimand.

	Motion Made By:


	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi

--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0026: Dr. Stephen A. Rellas

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Regulatory violation (Expired MCSR); CEU non-compliance



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board the licensee’s MCSR expired on 3/23/18 but was reinstated on 9/12/19.  Also, Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the licensee retired in 2019 and failed to complete any CEUs during the 2016-2018 licensure cycle claiming he has no records as he has retired.  Ms. Stultz asked about the current status of the licensee’s dental license; Ms. El-Majdoubi replied it is scheduled to expire on 3/31/20.  Ms. Young noted the licensee has not submitted an application to have his license placed on retired status to date.  Atty. Petrillo advised the Board it could put an administrative hold on the licensee’s dental license that won’t be lifted unless and until the licensee submits proof he has completed 40 CEUs for four licensure cycles, i.e. 2016-2018, 2018-2020, 2020-2022 and 2022-2024, along with any other requirements to reactivate his expired license.  Dr. DiFabio asked what to do with this complaint; Atty. Petrillo replied the Board can vote to dismiss the complaint without prejudice and to place an administrative hold on his dental license until he satisfies all CEU requirements, etc.  

	
	

	Motion:
	To dismiss this complaint without prejudice, to place an administrative hold on the licensee’s dental license and to require the licensee to submit proof of all CEUs required for all previous licensure cycles from 2016-2018 onwards along with any other documentation required to reactivate an expired license.



	Motion Made By:


	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:
	Ms. Jennifer McKeon 
In Favor: Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
Opposed: None
Abstain: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge



Flex Session:

1.
Ms. Stultz asked if everyone was all set for the Board courses to be offered at the upcoming Yankee Dental Congress.  Ms. Young replied yes and thanked everyone again for volunteering their time to teach the two Board classes at the YDC.  
At 11:14 a.m., Dr. Trowbridge announced that the Board will meet in a closed session, as authorized for the purpose of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition, or mental health, rather than the professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual.  Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and the treatment of patients.  The Executive Session is closed to members of the public except as provided for in M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1).  At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the Board will enter a closed Adjudicatory Session and then a closed M.G.L. c. 112, §65C Session before returning to its General Session and adjourning the meeting for the day.
	Motion:
	At 11:15 a.m. to enter a closed MGL c. 30A, §21(a)(1) Executive Session


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz


Second:

   Ms. Stacy Haluch
Vote:
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

  Ms. Jennifer McKeon
  Opposed: None
  Abstain: None

The Board took its morning recess at 11:17 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 11:27 a.m.

Dr. Michael Scialabba joined the meeting at 11:27 a.m. and asked Dr. Thomas Trowbridge to continue chairing the meeting; Dr. Trowbridge agreed.

	Motion:
	At 11:29 a.m. to enter a closed Adjudicatory Session



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz


Second:

   Ms. Stacy Haluch

Vote:
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, 

  Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
  Opposed: None
  Abstain: None

	Motion:
	At 11:31 a.m. to enter a closed MGL c. 112, §65C Session



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge


Second:

   Ms. Jennifer McKeon

Vote:
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, 

  Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
  Opposed: None
  Abstain: None

	Motion:
	At 11:42 a.m. to re-enter a closed MGL c. 30A, §21(a)(1) Executive Session



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge


Second:

   Dr. Michael Scialabba

Vote:
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, 

  Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jennifer McKeon
  Opposed: None
  Abstain: None

The Board recessed for lunch at 11:43 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 1:04 p.m. 
Ms. Ailish Wilkie left the meeting for the day at 2:15 p.m. 
	Motion:
	At 2:45 p.m. to adjourn the meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch


Second:

   Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Vote:
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, 

  Ms. Jennifer McKeon
  Opposed: None
  Abstain: None

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH, JD
Executive Director

DATED:   March 3, 2024
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