Board of Registration in Dentistry

General Session Agenda & Minutes

March 6, 2024  (Approved by the Board on April 3, 2024)

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
NOTICE OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE

BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY
March 6, 2024
Via WebEx from 250 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator, Sofie Daley, Sofie.Daley@mass.gov, in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.
General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: If possible, please call the Board at (617) 973-0970 at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the 
public through the following link: 

https://eohhs.webex.com/eohhs/j.php?MTID=m38344303c02e7cbfc71c15f744968f36
Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (617) 315-0704 (toll) or 1-(650) 479-3208 (toll) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code:  2533 926 1104
Attendee ID: #   

	8:30 AM
	
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM & AGENDA APPROVAL
	
	

	8:32 AM
	I
	EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public)

The Board will meet in Executive Session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) for the purposes of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against an individual.
Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve medical records and information of patients.

Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate the Good Moral Character of an applicant for initial licensure.

	
	

	10:45 AM
	II
	M.G.L. c. 112, §65C SESSION  (closed to the public)
	
	

	11:15 AM
	III
	GENERAL SESSION 

	
	

	
	IV
	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

1.  Minutes from November 1, 2023, December 6, 2023, & January 10, 2024 

2.  Initial Licensure Application re:  Dr. M. Caroline Jones  (missing exam)

3.  Initial Licensure Application re:  Dr. Snober Tariq          (out of state discipline)

4.  Initial Licensure Application re:  Dena M. Boykin, RDH  (missing exam)

5.  Reactivation Application re:  Darlene R. Cassola, RDH, DH10458

6.  Request for Waiver of CDCA/WREB DSE re: Dr. Lola Colbert

7.  Monthly Probation Report
	
	B. Young

K. Fishman

	
	V
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PROBATION MATTERS - REVIEW OF COMPLIANCE

1.
DEN-2019-0185:  Anna Elliot, RDH
2.
DEN-2018-0180:  Stella Rodrigues, RDA
	
	K. Fishman

	
	VI
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTERS

1.
DEN-2023-0083:  Dr. Paul Virgadamo
2.
SA-INV-18836:     Dr. Robert J. Moreau

3.          DEN-2021-0054:  Rachel DeMelo, RDA

4.          DEN-2021-0058:  Dr. Richard Traversy, Jr.

5.          DEN-2022-0072:  Dr. Ruhi Khanna

6.          DEN-2022-0075:  Hanane Yahyaoui, RDA

7.          SA-INV-19493:     Dr. Ali Muftu
8.          DEN-2022-0018:  Dr. Gregory Zirakian
	
	R. Heard

J. Bueno

K. O’Connell

	
	VII
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: REQUESTS FOR RECONSIDERATION

1.          DEN- 2019-0008 & DEN-2020-0112:  Dr. Maria Marquez

2.          DEN-2019-0018:  Dr. Richard LaFauci
	
	Board Counsel

Jacqueline Petrillo, Esq.

	3:15 PM
	
	FLEX SESSION
	
	

	3:30 PM
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

250 Washington Street, Boston, MA  02108
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 

 March 6, 2024
Present:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Board Chair; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Board Secretary; 
Dr. Richard T. Miller; Dr. Sabina Malla; Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, MS, RDH; 

Ms. Ailish Wilkie, MS, CPHRM, CPPS, CPHQ.
Absent:   Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH; Ms. Jennifer McKeon, M.Ed., RDH, CDA

Board Staff Present: Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director; Michael Egan, Esq., Board Counsel; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigations; OPP Investigators Deborah El-Majdoubi, Kathleen O’Connell, Jaris Bueno, Rhonda Heard and Michele Cleasby; Ms. Karen Fishman, Probation Dept. Coordinator.
	Motion:
	At 8:32 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
Vote:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 
Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, 
Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



At 8:32 a.m., Dr. Scialabba announced that the Board will meet in a closed session, as authorized for the purpose of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition, or mental health, rather than the professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual.  Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and the treatment of patients.  The Executive Session is closed to members of the public except as provided for in M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1).  At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the Board will enter a closed M.G.L. c. 112, §65C Session before returning to its General Session and adjourning the meeting for the day.
	Motion:
	At 8:33 a.m. to enter a closed MGL c. 30A, §21(a)(1) Executive Session



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz


Second:

   Ms. Ailish Wilkie

Vote:


   In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

   Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, 

   Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
   Opposed: None
   Abstain: None

The Board took its morning recess at 10:56 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 11:11 a.m.

	Motion:
	At 11:11 a.m. to enter a closed MGL c. 112, §65C Session



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz


Second:

   Ms. Jennifer McKeon

Vote:


   In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

   Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, 

   Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
   Opposed: None
   Abstain: None
Administrative Matters:
1.
Request for Waiver of CDCA/WREB DSE (Diagnostic Skills Exam) Score  – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH
In Re:  Dr. Lola Colbert

The applicant was present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter and answered all questions as appropriate.

Ms. Young informed the Board the applicant has provided all documents required to obtain initial licensure as a dentist but for a passing score on the DSE (Diagnostic Skills Exam) of the CDCA/WREB clinical competency exam.  Ms. Young stated the applicant is seeking a waiver of that score requirement.  Dr. Scialabba asked Dr. Colbert if she completed a post-graduate residency program; Dr. Colbert replied she did for one year in New York.  Dr. Scialabba asked Dr. Colbert if she took the SRTA exam; Dr. Colbert replied she did in 2004 but noted she did not complete a clinical exam.  Dr. Scialabba asked Dr. Colbert how long she has been practicing dentistry; Dr. Colbert replied since 2004.  Dr. Scialabba asked Dr. Colbert if she stepped away from active practice at any point; Dr. Colbert replied only for 8 weeks for maternity leave.  

Dr. Trowbridge asked if the Board would be setting a precedent if they granted Dr. Colbert’s request; Ms. Young replied it would but noted the circumstances of Dr. Colbert’s application are unique.  Atty. Egan agreed.

	Motion:
	To approve Dr. Lola Colbert’s request for a waiver


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba 

	Vote:


	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed: None
Abstain: None


2.
Monthly Probation Report – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman


The Board members had no questions for Ms. Fishman.
Complaint Resolution: Probation Matters – Review of Compliance – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman
A.
In Re: Anna Elliott, RDH – Docket No. DEN-2019-0185

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee’s dental hygiene license expired on 3/31/21 and this is Ms. Fishman’s second request for a review of the licensee’s compliance with the terms of her consent agreement.  Ms. Fishman noted the licensee has yet to comply with her consent agreement but noted it’s been more than two years since the Board’s original vote on this case.  Ms. Fishman stated she is recommending the Board place an administrative hold on the licensee’s license and then close the probation matter.  

	Motion:
	To place an administrative hold on the licensee’s dental hygiene license for non-compliance and to close the probation matter.


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba   

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



B.
In Re: Stella Rodrigues, RDA – Docket No. DEN-2018-0180

Dr.  Seema Jacob recused herself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2018-0180: Stella Rodrigues, RDA.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee was placed on stayed probation for six months, effective July 2021, on a complaint for unlicensed practice and noted the licensee failed to comply with the terms of the consent agreement.  Ms. Fishman noted the licensee’s license is current and the Board voted in April 2022 to find the licensee in violation of the probation, to lift the stay and to extend the licensee’s probationary period for six months.  However, Ms. Fishman stated the licensee was never notified of the Board’s vote by board counsel.  Ms. Fishman noted the licensee has yet to comply with the consent agreement but added the licensee is still practicing as a dental assistant.  Ms. Fishman indicated she was able to locate the licensee through the dental office where she works and contacted the licensee via regular mail at that address but the licensee has yet to respond.  

	Motion:
	To find the licensee in violation of her probation, to lift the stay and to extend the licensee’s probationary period for six months to include the following conditions and remedial coursework:

1.  4 Hours:  Risk Management

2.  3 Hours:  Ethics

3.  Passing score on the dental assistant ethics and jurisprudence exam 


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Rhonda Heard

--In the Matter of DEN-2023-0083: Dr. Paul R. Virgadamo
The licensee and Jeffrey Hangen, Esq. were present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter; the licensee answered all questions as appropriate.

	Allegation(s):
	Infection control violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

Photographs of the licensee’s dental office



	Discussion:
	Ms. Heard informed the Board an unannounced inspection of the licensee’s dental office was conducted on 2/7/23 and several infection control violations were discovered.  Ms. Heard indicated the complainant claimed the licensee’s office was “dirty” and had first called the local board of health who directed the complainant to contact the Board.  Ms. Heard stated a second, scheduled inspection was conducted on 1/17/24 during which the licensee and his attorney were present.  Ms. Heard noted several deficiencies were noted during the January 2024 inspection and that the licensee had remediated some of the infection control issues after the inspection but stated the licensee’s plan of corrective action wasn’t submitted by the licensee until late February 2024.  
Dr. Trowbridge asked if the photos were from the January 2024 inspection; Ms. Heard replied they were.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee completed an infection control continuing education course; Ms. Heard replied he did.  Dr. Trowbridge stated he is concerned the licensee only corrected what the Board stated needed to be fixed. The licensee stated he can use the sink in his office but needs to be careful when doing so.  The licensee stated he is doing the best he can and only uses new endodontic files.  However, Dr. Scialabba opined the licensee’s dental office is filthy.  



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 1-2 Years to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
6 Hours:     Infection Control

▪           3 Hours:    Ethics

▪           4 Hours:    Risk Management

▪          
Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

▪           Employment of a Board-approved practice monitor for 

             1 year with monthly reporting by the monitor to the Board

             on the licensee’s compliance with all infection control 

             requirements             

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.

	
	

	Motion Made By:


	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



The Board recessed for lunch at 12:40 p.m. and resumed its meeting at 1:16 p.m.
Complaint Resolution – Investigator Rhonda Heard

--In the Matter of SA-INV-18836: Dr. Robert J. Moreau
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on SA-INV-18836: Dr. Robert J. Moreau.
Vincent Dunn, Esq. was present on behalf of the licensee for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental hygienist



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Heard informed the Board the complainant alleges the licensee permitted his daughter, a fourth-year dental student, to practice as a dental hygienist at the licensee’s dental office without a license.  However, Ms. Heard noted the licensee denies the allegation and claimed his daughter only worked for 10 days as a dental hygienist to gain clinical experience.  Ms. Heard noted the licensee’s payroll and appointment records support the allegations.  Ms. Heard indicated the daughter was licensed as a dental assistant and obtained her dental license in August 2022.  

Atty. Dunn stated the licensee did mentor BUSDM students at a community health center so he thought doing so at his office was acceptable.  Ms. Stultz asked if the daughter also worked as a dental assistant; Atty. Dunn replied the daughter only worked for 10 days in the licensee’s office.    



	Motion:
	To open a formal complaint as possible evidence of violation found on the grounds of unlicensed practice.

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of SA-INV-19493: Dr. Ali Muftu
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on SA-INV-19493: Dr. Ali Muftu.
Vincent Dunn, Esq. was present on behalf of the licensee for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Business practice issues


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Heard informed the Board the complainant alleges a dental hygienist was working as the practice manager at the MIT dental clinic and no dentist has been appointed/hired to act as the dental director.  But Ms. Heard noted the licensee was not employed by the clinic at the time the hygienist worked as the practice manager.  Ms. Heard indicated MIT has since hired a dental director for its dental clinic.  Ms. Wilkie noted the dental clinic is likely only available to MIT students and faculty.


	Motion:
	To not open a formal complaint as no evidence of violation found


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Dr. Seema Jacob 

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0054: Rachel P. DeMelo, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant 


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board it is alleged the licensee practiced on an expired license from 11/1/15 to 10/31/19 and failed to complete CEUs for the 2015-2017 and 2017-2019 licensure cycles but noted the licensee denies the allegations claiming she only worked at the front desk.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee’s dental employer died in April 2020 and the licensee’s dental assistant license expired in Oct. 2021.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee has changed professions but did remediate her missing CEUs by Nov. 2022.  Dr. Trowbridge noted the licensee’s resume does indicate she performed clinical duties during the time her license expired.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Risk management
▪           3 Hours:    Ethics

▪          
Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

▪           Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the    licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 

	Vote:

	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0058: Dr. Richard F. Traversy, Jr. 
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments


	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board the licensee employed a dental assistant, Ms. Andrea Cantone, who practiced on an expired license from 9/29/17 to 2/20/20.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee stated he hired Ms. Cantone in Sept. 2017 and asked for her license but she did not provide a copy of her license to the licensee until Feb. 2020.    


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Risk management
▪           3 Hours:    Ethics

▪          
Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

▪           Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the    licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:


	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0072: Dr. Ruhi S. Khanna
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of two unlicensed dental assistants


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board the licensee employed two dental assistants who practiced on expired licenses from 11/1/21 to Feb. 2022.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee claimed the practice coordinator missed the expiration date for dental assistants and that she has since set up a system to prevent this error from happening again.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Risk management
▪           3 Hours:    Ethics

▪          
Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

▪           Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the    licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Vote:


	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno 
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0075: Hanane Yahyaoui, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant 


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee practiced on an expired license from 11/1/21 to 3/14/22 and failed to complete a mandatory infection control course and current BLS certification during the 2021-2023 licensure cycle.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee denies the allegations noting she was on leave from her dental employer’s office during this time period and the dental employer confirmed the licensee’s status.  

	
	

	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint with an advisory letter on the continuing education requirements.

	Motion Made By:


	Dr.  Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:

Vote:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba 
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0018: Dr. Gregory G. Zirakian
The licensee was not present for the discussion of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Unlicensed practice by a dentist



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board this licensee practiced on an expired dental license from 4/1/20 to 12/30/21 noting the licensee claimed he did not realize his dental license had expired on 3/31/20.

Dr. Trowbridge asked when did the governor extend the expiration dates for professional licenses in response to the pandemic; Ms. Young noted Dr. Trowbridge is correct in that expiration dates were extended by order of the governor or former DPH commissioner but that extension ended on 9/15/21 when Gov. Baker declared an end to the state of emergency.  Dr. Trowbridge asked about the licensee’s CEUs; Ms. O’Connell replied he completed his CEUs but late.  



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Risk management
▪           3 Hours:    Ethics

▪          
Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

▪           Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the    licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:

Vote:


	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution: Requests for Reconsideration – Board Counsel Jacqueline Petrillo, Esq.
A.
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0008 & DEN-2020-0112: Dr. Maria Marquez
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of unlicensed dental assistant and CEU violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Reconsideration memo with attachments



	Discussion:
	Atty. Petrillo informed the Board the licensee was offered a consent agreement for 6 months’ stayed probation with remedial coursework (3 hours risk management and 1 hour ethics), a passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam and make up of 19 deficient CEUs in Oct. 2021 to resolve the 2019 complaint alleging the employment of an unlicensed dental assistant.  Atty. Petrillo noted that consent agreement was revised in March 2022 upon consideration of the 2020 complaint again alleging the employment of an unlicensed dental assistant.  However, Atty. Petrillo noted these complaints were not addressed by board counsel again and noted the Board’s policy on unlicensed practice cases shifted in March 2023 when the Board voted to adopt a policy dismissing unlicensed practice cases with an advisory.  Consequently, Atty. Petrillo recommended the Board reconsider its decisions on these two matters and vote to dismiss both complaints with an advisory letter on the Board’s licensure and CEU requirements.  
Dr. Trowbridge noted he is uncomfortable dismissing the 2019 case due to the missing 19 CEUs; Atty. Petrillo replied the Board could offer the licensee a reprimand or stayed probation with proof the licensee completed the deficient 19 CEUs.  Ms. Young asked if a dismissal continent upon the licensee providing proof he’s completed the missing 19 CEUs is acceptable; Atty. Petrillo suggested an investigator contact the licensee to see if he’s completed those CEUs.  

	
	

	Motion:
	To defer this matter and to have an investigator contact the licensee to obtain proof the licensee remediated the missing 19 CEUs


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:

Motion:

Motion Made By:

Second:

Vote:


	None – Ms. Stultz withdrew her motion
To dismiss the complaint with an advisory letter on the Board’s licensure and continuing education requirements

Dr. Michael Scialabba

Dr. Seema Jacob

In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Richard T. Miller, 

Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Dr. Seema Jacob

Opposed: None
Abstain: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Ms. Jacyn Stultz


B.
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0018: Dr. Richard LaFauci

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of unlicensed dental assistant 

	Materials Reviewed:
	Reconsideration memo with attachments




Discussion:
Atty. Petrillo informed the Board it voted to offer the licensee a consent agreement for six months’ probation with remedial coursework (1 hour risk management and 4 hours ethics) and remediation of deficient 33 CEUs on 11/3/21 on this complaint for employing an unlicensed dental assistant from 11/1/17 to 2/4/19.  However, Atty. Petrillo noted the licensee was never sent the consent agreement and if the licensee had agreed, his probationary period would have ended in Aug. 2022.  Atty. Petrillo noted a second complaint for unlicensed practice was filed against the licensee in February 2021 but that complaint was dismissed in May 2022 as no evidence of employing an unlicensed dental auxiliary was obtained.  Atty. Petrillo recommended the Board reconsider its original vote and vote to dismiss the complaint with an advisory letter on the licensure and CEU requirements.  Ms. Young noted the licensee has already renewed his license.  
	Motion:

Motion Made By:

Second:

Vote:


	To dismiss the complaint with an advisory letter on the Board’s licensure and continuing education requirements

Dr. Michael Scialabba

Dr. Seema Jacob

In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Richard T. Miller, 

Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Dr. Seema Jacob

Opposed: None
Abstain: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Ms. Jacyn Stultz


Administrative Matters (cont’d):
3.
Initial Licensure Application – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

In Re:  Dr. M. Caroline Jones

The applicant was not present so the consideration of her application for initial licensure was deferred by the Board.

4.
Initial Licensure Application – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

In Re:  Dr. Snober Tariq

The applicant was not present so the consideration of his application for initial licensure was deferred by the Board.

5.
Reactivation of an Expired License Application – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

In Re:  Darlene R. Cassola, RDH, License No. DH10458

The licensee was not present so the consideration of her application to reactivate her expired license was deferred by the Board.

6.
Initial Licensure Application – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

In Re:  Dena M. Boykin, RDH

The applicant was present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter and answered all questions as appropriate.


Ms. Young noted the applicant apparently passed the Georgia state dental hygiene clinical competency exam but noted the applicant’s scores are no longer available from the Georgia dental board.  Further Ms. Young noted that to her knowledge the Board has never voted to adopt a passing score on the Georgia state exam in lieu of a passing score on a national clinical competency exam such as the CDCA/WREB exam.


The applicant noted she contacted her school and the Georgia dental board but was informed her scores had been archived and could not be located.  The applicant noted she did pass the national dental hygiene board exam.  Ms. Stultz asked the applicant what the Georgia state exam entailed; Ms. Boykin replied it was an all-day exam completed on a live periodontal patient and required her to provide radiographs for the patient and to complete on quadrant of SRP on the patient.  Ms. Boykin noted she did receive a letter stating she had passed the exam and was issued her dental hygiene license in Georgia.  Further, Ms. Boykin noted she still practices in Georgia and has been practicing for more than 30 years.

Dr. Scialabba asked Ms. Boykin why she wanted a license in Massachusetts; she replied her parents live in Hyannis, MA and she’s been looking for a hygiene position with the tribal council on the cape.  

	Motion:
	To approve Ms. Dena M. Boykin’s license application



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz


Second:

   Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

Vote:


   In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

   Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

   Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
   Opposed: None
   Abstain: None 
7.
Review of the General Session Minutes of the Board Meeting on November 1, 2023 – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

Motion:
To approve the General Session Minutes of the November 1, 2023, Board meeting

Motion Made By:
Dr. Michael Scialabba
Second:

Ms. Ailish Wilkie

Vote: 


In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Richard T. Miller, 

Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
Opposed: None
Abstain: Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
8.
Review of the General Session Minutes of the Board Meeting on December 6, 2023 – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

Motion:
To approve the General Session Minutes of the December 6, 2023, Board meeting

Motion Made By:
Dr. Michael Scialabba
Second:

Ms. Ailish Wilkie

Vote: 


In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Richard T. Miller, 

Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Sabina Malla,

Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
Opposed: None
Abstain: Dr. Seema Jacob
Flex Session:

1.
Ms. Young informed the Board it has received an invitation from the American Dental Association Commission on Dental Accreditation to participate in the site visit on May 8, 2024 for the TUSDM orofacial pain program.  Ms. Young stated any interested Board member should contact her directly for the details on signing up for this site visit.  
	Motion:
	At 2:57 p.m. to adjourn the meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie


Second:

   Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Vote:


   In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

   Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Ailish Wilkie, 

   Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Dr. Seema Jacob
   Opposed: None
   Abstain: None 
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH, JD
Executive Director

DATED:   April 21, 2024
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