Board of Registration in Dentistry

General Session Agenda & Minutes

October 4, 2023  
(Approved by the Board on November 1, 2023)


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
NOTICE OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE

BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY
October 4, 2023
Via WebEx from 250 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator, Sofie Daley, Sofie.Daley@mass.gov, in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.
General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: If possible, please call the Board at (617) 973-0970 at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the 
public through the following link: 

https://eohhs.webex.com/eohhs/j.php?MTID=mb7eefede39077234f652a0abec3ed3ed
Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (617) 315-0704 (toll) or 1-(650) 479-3208 (toll) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code:  253 663 62726

Attendee ID: #

	9:30 AM
	I
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM, AND  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	
	

	9:32 AM
	II
	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

1. Proposed 2024 BORID Meeting Calendar
2. Review of BORID General Session Minutes: September 6, 2023

3. Report on Current Licenses and Anesthesia/Sedation Permits

4. Request for Consideration of an Application for a Facility Permit for the Administration of Anesthesia/Sedation: Dr. Shabtai Sapir

5. Monthly Probation Report 
	Memos, 

Reports,

Draft Minutes


	B. Young

	10:15 AM
	III
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTERS

1. DEN-2021-0017: Dr. Gary Rappaport

2. DEN-2021-0071: Dr. Gloria Barzi

3. DEN-2022-0088: Dr. Gyusik Cho

4. DEN-2022-0089: Dr. Shruti Mantravadi

5. DEN-2022-0090: Jill Warnick, RDH

6. DEN-2022-0091: Margarita Vladi-Meri, RDH

7. DEN-2022-0092: Deanna Nuzzo, RDA

8. DEN-2022-0093: Felicia Wood, RDA

9. DEN-2021-0098: Dr. Trusher Patel

10. DEN-2022-0003: Dr. Chan Wook Cheong

11. DEN-2022-0008: Dr. Demetrios Galanis

12. DEN-2021-0084: Rayane Carlos-Flores, RDA 

13. DEN-2018-0175: Dr. Kin Wong


	Investigation Reports, Memos, Attachments
	E. Mulligan

K. O’Connell

J. Bueno

R. Heard

	11:45 AM
	IV
	FLEX SESSION


	
	

	12:00 PM
	V
	M.G.L. c.112, §65C Session (closed to the public)
	
	

	12:30 PM
	
	Lunch Recess
	
	

	1:30 PM
	VI
	EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public)

The Board will meet in Executive Session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) for the purposes of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against an individual.
Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve medical records and information of patients.

Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate the Good Moral Character of an applicant for initial licensure.


	
	

	3:00 PM
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

250 Washington Street, Boston, MA  02108
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 

 October 4, 2023

Present:  Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Board Secretary; Dr. Richard T. Miller; Dr. Sabina Malla; Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, RDH
Absent:   Dr. Michael Scialabba, Board Chair; Ms. Jennifer McKeon, RDH, CDA; Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Board Staff Present: Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director; Jacqueline Petrillo, Esq., Board Counsel; Michael Egan, Esq., Board Counsel; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigations; OPP Investigators Kathleen O’Connell, Eileen Mulligan, Jaris Bueno, Rhonda Heard and Michele Cleasby
The BORID meeting was chaired by Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Board Secretary.  

	Motion:
	At 9:30 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
Vote:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None


Administrative Matters:
1. Request for Consideration of a Facility Permit Application - Barbara A. Young, RDH Executive Director

Dr. Richard T, Miller recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

The applicant, Dr. Shabtai Sapir and Dr. Patrick McCarty were present for the discussion and vote of the Board and answered all questions as appropriate.   

Ms. Mulligan informed the Board Dr. Shabtai Sapir has applied for a facility permit for the administration of general anesthesia/deep sedation at his new office in Sharon, MA noting Dr. Sapir’s office was previously plumbed for a category 2 medical gas system.  Ms. Mulligan referred to the report, authored by a private company retained by Dr. Sapir, that indicated the office did not have an emergency shut off valve as required by recent amendments to the law governing medical gases but the report noted Dr. Sapir’s office was grandfathered in as his system was in place before the requirements changed.  Dr. Sapir noted he intends to have only Dr. McCarty administer general anesthesia/deep sedation to Dr. Sapir’s patients and that the system, currently in place in his office, will not be used when Dr. McCarty is administering general anesthesia/deep sedation.  Dr. Trowbridge asked what if another anesthesiologist administers general anesthesia/deep sedation as granting the permit to Dr. Sapir would not restrict who could administer this level of anesthesia/sedation.  Dr. Trowbridge also asked why the local fire department was contacted; Ms. Young replied since the office did not have an emergency shut off valve, as required by Massachusetts in 2020, the local fire department was contacted.  

Atty. Petrillo asked if there was any Board precedent for this issue; Ms. Young replied not to her knowledge.  Ms. Mulligan suggested Dr. Sapir provide notice in writing to the Board if he intends on retaining the services of someone other than Dr. McCarty; but Ms. Young noted that may not be necessary as no other dentist including Dr. Sapir is currently permitted for the administration of general anesthesia/deep sedation.  Dr. Trowbridge asked about the flow meter, i.e. signs of wear; Ms. Mulligan replied the flow meter did pass inspection.  

	Motion:
	To approve the facility permit application for the administration of general anesthesia/deep sedation as submitted by Dr. Shabtai Sapir


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
Vote:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 


2.  
Proposed BORID Meeting Calendar for 2024 – Barbara A. Young, RDH Executive Director

Ms. Young informed the Board she vetted the proposed dates with staff to ensure there was no conflicts with state/federal holidays and other religious holidays.  Dr. Trowbridge noted he will be unavailable for the Sept. 3, 2024 meeting.
	Motion:
	To adopt the proposed BORID Meeting Calendar for 2024


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
Vote:


	Ms. Stacy Haluch
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None
(Dr. Richard T. Miller was unavailable for the Board vote.)


3.
Report on Current Licenses and Anesthesia/Sedation Permits – Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director
The Board had no questions for Ms. Young.
4. 
Review of the BORID General Session Minutes: September 6, 2023  ̶  Barbara A. Young, RDH Executive Director

Dr. Trowbridge asked if the final version of the staff action policy on complaints for unlicensed practice has been completed; Atty. Petrillo replied it has and Ms. Young stated she will include that item in the agenda for the next Board meeting on November 1, 2023.  Ms. Stultz asked about an application for initial licensure that was considered by the Board on September 6, 2023 where the applicant was seeking a waiver of the Board’s TOEFL requirement; Ms. Young replied applicants whose dental or dental hygiene education was conducted in a language other than English must submit proof of a passing score of “90” or higher on the TOEFL iBT exam.  Dr. Trowbridge noted if an applicant wants a license, then they are required to retake this exam until they achieve the required score.  
	Motion: 
	Approve the minutes of the Board’s General Session on September 6, 2023


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
Vote:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: Ms. Stacy Haluch


5. 
Review of Monthly Probation Report  ̶  Barbara A. Young, RDH Executive Director on behalf of Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

Dr. Trowbridge asked why Ms. Fishman’s report states “year to date;” Ms. Young replied Ms. Fishman has not provided a monthly report per se but Atty. Petrillo noted Ms. Fishman did include the dates on her report.

Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno

--In the Matter of DEN-2021:0017: Dr. Gary Rappaport
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board the dental assistant at issue practiced on an expired license from 11/1/17 to Sept. 2019 and the licensee was unaware the dental assistant’s license had expired until the licensee received notice of this complaint from the Board.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee has since sold his practice and retired.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee submitted a formal application for retirement status; Ms. Bueno replied he has not.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee was also deficient with his CEUs but did remediate the issue and his license is now expired.  

Atty. Petrillo suggested the Board defer any action on this complaint as it may be resolved through the staff action policy on unlicensed practice; the Board agreed.    




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0071: Dr. Gloria Barzi
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Infection control violations, CEU non-compliance


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board the licensee’s office was inspected in May 2022 and several violations were discovered, i.e. irregular spore testing and failed spore tests.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee claimed she had difficulty taking over the practice and was unaware of the infection control violations.  Further Ms. Bueno noted the licensee stated she was under a lot of stress and had been told by her staff that everything was okay.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee was also deficient in the mandatory CEUs and has remediated that issue but stated the licensee claimed her office manager was responding for tracking the licensee’s CEUs.  
Ms. Stultz noted there were expired medicaments found during the inspection.  Dr. Trowbridge asked if all deficiencies noted during the inspection have been remediated by the licensee; Ms. Bueno replied they have.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee indicated she was in compliance with all requirements, including CEUs, when she renewed her dental license; Ms. Bueno replied she did.  



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 12-24 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Risk management
•
3 Hours:    Infection Control 
●          8 Hours:     Ethics
•
Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0088: Dr. Gyusik Cho
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Infection control violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee claims he worked for Dr. Barzi as an independent contractor and only went to her office as needed.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee stated he only practiced in Dr. Barzi’s office four days, relied on Dr. Barzi to follow proper infection control procedures and brought his own equipment/ sterilized his own equipment.  However Ms. Bueno noted this licensee had a previously complaint alleging infection control violations at a different dental office for which he was given a stayed probation for six months to include six hours in infection control coursework.
Ms. Stultz noted this is this licensee’s second offense and clearly the non-disciplinary resolution on a previous complaint did not work; Dr. Trowbridge agreed.  



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Ethics
•
3 Hours:    Risk management
•
6 Hours:    Infection control
●          Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz 

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0089: Dr. Shruti Mantravandi
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Infection control violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments


	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee was also an associate dentist in Dr. Barzi’s practice but only work part-time two days per month.  Ms. Bueno noted this licensee also stated he relied on Dr. Barzi and staff to follow proper infection control procedures and to maintain current emergency equipment.  Ms. Bueno noted this licensee left Dr. Barzi’s practice in June 2022 and has no history of complaints.  Ms. Bueno noted this licensee was employed by the previous owner of the dental practice but stayed on as an associate dentist when Dr. Barzi bought the practice in December 2021.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Ethics
•
3 Hours:    Risk management

•
3 Hours:    Infection control

●          Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

●          Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the  licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.  
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0090: Jill Warnick, RDH
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Infection control violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this hygienist is employed by Dr. Barzi and noted the licensee claims there was a lot of stress in the office as her explanation for the failed spore tests.  Ms. Bueno noted this licensee has no history of complaints.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Ethics
•
3 Hours:    Risk management

•
3 Hours:    Infection control

●          Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

●          Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the  licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.  
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0091: Margarita Vladi-Meri, RDH
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Infection control violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this was another hygienist employed by Dr. Barzi but noted this licensee claims a dental assistant was responsible for the spore testing lapses.  Further, Ms. Bueno noted this licensee also holds a permit for the administration of local anesthesia who stated she was unaware there were expired drugs in the emergency drug kit.  Ms. Bueno stated this licensee has no history of complaints.


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Ethics
•
3 Hours:    Risk management

•
3 Hours:    Infection control

●          Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

●          Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the  licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.  
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0092: Deanna Nuzzo, RDA

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Infection control violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this dental assistant is also employed by Dr. Barzi but the licensee claims she was not responsible for spore testing in the office as she only worked at the front desk.  Ms. Bueno noted Dr. Barzi confirmed the licensee worked at the front desk but Dr. Miller noted there is no indication in their responses that the licensee didn’t help with infection control procedures on occasion.


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Ethics
•
3 Hours:    Risk management

•
3 Hours:    Infection control

●          Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

●          Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the  licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.  
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0093: Felicia Wood, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Infection control violations 


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this dental assistant was hired by Dr. Barzi in December 2021 and tasked with the responsibility of running spore tests.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee admits it was her responsibility but noted the licensee claims there was a lot of stress in the office.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee does not have a history of complaints.  
Ms. Stultz asked if this licensee was in charge of weekly spore testing, then why is she being offered stayed probation; Dr. Trowbridge replied everyone shares in this responsibility and he is reluctant to make this licensee the scapegoat.  



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Ethics
•
3 Hours:    Risk management

•
3 Hours:    Infection control

●          Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

●          Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the  licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.  
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Rhonda Heard

--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0098: Dr. Trusher Patel

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. Heard informed the Board the dental assistant at issue practiced on an expired license from January to May 2021 but noted the licensee indicated he did not employ this licensee.  Ms. Heard noted the former practice owner also claims he did not employ this licensee.  



	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz 

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 
(Dr. Thomas Trowbridge was unavailable for the vote.)




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell

--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0003: Dr. Chan Wook Cheong

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Infection control violations



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board some infection violations were found during an inspection of the licensee’s office on 1/21/20 but the deficiencies were remediated by the licensee by 1/25/20.  Ms. O’Connell noted investigators returned to the licensee’s office on 11/20/20 when the licensee applied for a facility permit and no deficiencies were found.  Ms. O’Connell noted the licensee has a prior history of a similar complaint at a second practice location for which the licensee received stayed probation.  



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6-12 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
3 Hours:    Risk management

•
3 Hours:    Infection control

●          Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

●          Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the  licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.  
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell

--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0008: Dr. Demetrio Galanis

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant 



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board the licensee employed individuals in his Massachusetts office who were dental assisting students at the Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI) and none of the students had obtained a license.  Ms. Stultz asked if the students only practiced at the licensee’s office as students or were they moonlighting; Ms. O’Connell replied they only worked for the licensee as students.  Atty. Petrillo asked if there was any precedent for this situation; Ms. Young replied there was not noting this is the first time a Massachusetts dentist had students from a program outside Massachusetts completing their externships in a Massachusetts dental office.  Atty. Petrillo asked if the CCRI dental assisting program is CODA-accredited; Ms. Stultz replied it is.  

Ms. O’Connell noted the complaint was originally opened as a staff assignment but the Board voted to open a formal complaint.  Atty. Petrillo advised the Board there is no evidence of a regulatory violation present here as the regulations are silent on this issue. 



	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Eileen Mulligan

--In the Matter of DEN-2021-0084: Rayane Carlos-Flores, RDA

The licensee was not present for the discussion of the Board on this matter.

Ms. Young informed the Board this matter has been deferred to the next Board meeting on Wednesday, November 1, 2023.  
Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell

--In the Matter of DEN-2018-0175: Dr. Kin Wong

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion:
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board the dental assistant at issue practiced on an expired license but it was discovered during the investigation of that complaint that the licensee renewed his dental license twice and failed to do any CEUs for the 2018-2020 and 2020-2022 licensure cycles.  Ms. O’Connell noted the licensee has since retired to Florida.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee applied for retired license status; Ms. O’Connell replied he has not.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee was instructed to apply for retired license status and if his dental license is current; Ms. O’Connell replied she did tell the licensee how to apply for retired license status and noted his dental license is current.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 12-18 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:
•
8 Hours:    Ethics
•
3 Hours:    Risk management

•
Proof of the licensee’s successful completion of 80 CEUs    for the 2018-2020 cycle and 2020-2022 cycle
●          Passing score on the ethics and jurisprudence exam

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Discussion (cont’d)       

Vote:
	Atty. Petrillo noted it’s not likely the licensee will accept or sign this proposed consent agreement; Ms. Stultz asked if a reprimand was appropriate.  Atty. Petrillo replied a consent agreement for a reprimand is acceptable as long as it includes a contingency the licensee retire his license or voluntarily agrees to surrender his license.

In Favor: None
Opposed: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Abstain: None 
(Motion Fails)




	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for a Voluntary Surrender of the licensee’s dental license     
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Sabina Malla, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 



Flex Session:

1. Dr. Trowbridge asked for an update on the Board’s proposed amendments to 234 CMR; Atty. Petrillo replied the proposed amendments are with the Executive Office of Administration and Finance and there hasn’t been any movement yet or approval of the proposed changes to 234 CMR.  
	Motion:
	At 12:00 p.m. to enter a closed MGL c. 112, §65C Session


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Vote:

	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 


At 12:23 p.m., Dr. Trowbridge announced that the Board will meet in a closed session, as authorized for the purpose of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition, or mental health, rather than the professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual.  Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and the treatment of patients.  The Executive Session is closed to members of the public except as provided for in M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1).  At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the Board will return to its General Session and adjourn the meeting for the day.
	Motion:
	At 12:24 p.m. to enter a closed Executive Session


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:                          

Vote:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None

(Dr. Sabina Malla was unavailable for the Board vote.)


	Motion:
	At 12:33 p.m. to re-enter a closed MGL c. 112, §65C Session


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller

	Vote:

	In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None 


Motion:

At 12:41 p.m. to re-enter a closed Executive Session 
Motion Made By:
Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Second:

Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
Vote:
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None

Abstain: None
The Board recessed for lunch at 12:50 p.m. and resumed its meeting at 1:20 p.m.
Dr. Sabina Malla left the meeting for the day at 12:50 p.m.

Motion:

At 2:28 p.m. to adjourn the meeting
Motion Made By:
Dr. Thomas Trowbridge
Second:

Dr. Richard T. Miller
Vote:
In Favor: Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None

Abstain: None
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH, JD
Executive Director

DATED:   December 1, 2023
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