Board of Registration in Dentistry

General Session Agenda & Minutes

September 10, 2025    
(Approved by the Board on November 5, 2025)


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
NOTICE OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE

BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY
September 10, 2025
Via WebEx from 250 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108
AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations in order to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator Ms. Stacy Hart by email at Stacy.Hart@mass.gov or by phone at 857-274-1120, in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.  Only the General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: Please send an email to Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH at barbara.a.young@mass.gov at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the 
public through the following link: 

https://eohhs.webex.com/eohhs/j.php?MTID=m2460df12335a1406e28eec7ce8493ada
Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (617) 315-0704 (toll) or 1-(650) 479-3208 (toll) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code:  2530 375 9109
Attendee ID:   #              Password:    BORID2025!
	8:30 a.m.
	
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM, AND  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

	
	

	8:32 a.m.
	I
	GENERAL SESSION

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

1. Consideration of the June 17, 2025 BORID Committee on Dental Hygiene Licensure by Foreign Trained Dentists Meeting Minutes

2. Consideration of Recommendations from BORID Committee on Dental Hygiene Licensure by Foreign Trained Dentists

3. Request for Consideration of Application for Initial Licensure as a Dental Hygienist  In re: Ms. XiaoJing Wang

4. Request for Consideration of Application to Reactivate an Expired Dental Hygiene License  In re:  Ms. Kim Luketich, DH87396

5. Request for Consideration of Application to Reactivate an Expired Facility Permit C  In re:  Dr. Larry Dunham, DN15679

6. Minutes from the June 4, 2025 Board meeting

7. Minutes from the July 9, 2025 Complaint Committee meeting

8. Yankee Dental Congress 2026

9. Monthly probation report


	
	Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

	
	II
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTERS
1. DEN-2022-0076:     Tatiana Santos, RDA

2. DEN-2025-0026:     Dr. Melissa Smith


	
	Dental Investigators

J. Bueno



	
	
	FLEX SESSION
	
	

	10:30 a.m.
	III
	MGL c. 112, s. 65C SESSION  (closed to the public)

	
	

	1:30 p.m.
	IV
	EXECUTIVE SESSION  (closed to the public)
	
	

	3:30 p.m.
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

250 Washington Street, Boston, MA  02108
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 

 September 10, 2025
Present:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Board Chair; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Board Secretary; 
Dr. Richard T. Miller; Dr. Sabina Malla; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Kasra Rafia; 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz, MS, RDH; 
Absent:   Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH; Ms. Jennifer McKeon, M.Ed., RDH, CDA; Ms. Ailish Wilkie, MS, CPHRM, CPPS, CPHQ
Board Staff Present: Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director; Kyle Rippstein, Associate Executive Director; Board Counsel Michael Egan, Esq.; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigation; OPP Investigators Kathleen O’Connell, Jaris Bueno, Eileen Mulligan, Rhonda Heard, and Deborah El-Majdoubi; Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman.
	Motion:
	At 8:34 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
Vote:
	Dr. Kasra Rafia
In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 
Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, 

Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Opposed: None
Abstain: None



Administrative Matters:
1.
Request for Consideration of the June 17, 2025 BORID Committee on Dental Hygiene Licensure by Foreign Trained Dentists Meeting Minutes – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH


Ms. Young informed the Board this matter must be deferred as only Committee member present today is Ms. Haluch and as a result we do not have a quorum.    
2.
Request for Consideration of Recommendations from the BORID Committee on Dental Hygiene Licensure by Foreign Trained Dentists – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

Ms. Stultz informed the Board the Committee met several times and talked to several individuals including Ms. Joyce Turcotte of Professional Learning Services, LLC who has been retained by the Florida dental board to offer a refresher course to foreign trained dentists seeking dental hygiene licensure in Florida.  Ms. Stultz noted the Florida dental board refers dentists who have failed the dental hygiene clinical competency exam two or three times to Ms. Turcotte’s program.  Also, Ms. Stultz noted the Committee questioned whether a one-hour course on the CDC Guidelines would suffice as adequate training for these dentists and whether proof of the five-year statutory requirement of practice in the dentist’s home country or province would be satisfied by evidence of part-time practice.  Dr. Rafia noted there will be problems with verifying a dentist’s practice outside the US when it comes to this mandatory five-year period.  Ms. Young noted the statute states the licensing board in the dentist’s home country or province must verify the dentist’s duration of practice; Dr. Scialabba agreed noting it must be five years of practice after the dentist graduates from dental school.  However, Dr. Rafia noted the dentist’s exam scores is the more critical issue.  Dr. Trowbridge asked if the Committee is recommending the Board exclude those dentists who have less than five years of full-time practice from obtaining a dental hygiene license; Ms. Stultz replied not at all.  

Ms. Young noted there is a second issue relating to this five year period of practice that was raised after the Committee finished its work – the possibility of a foreign trained dentist obtaining a dental hygiene license after five years of practice and licensure in Massachusetts as a limited licensee.  Ms. Stultz raised the issue of acceptable infection control training and suggested the Board set a minimum of 3 CEUs for any foreign trained dentist applying for dental hygiene licensure noting only 1 hour or 1 CEU is unacceptable as it would put the community at risk.  But Dr. Trowbridge noted OJT dental assistants are starting with more or less the same background; Ms. Stultz agreed noting it was an oversight not to set a minimum no. of CEUs for training on the CDC Guidelines for OJT dental assistants seeking initial licensure.


Ms. Stultz asked if the Board should recommend a refresher course, such as the course offered by Ms. Turcotte’s company in Florida, to these dentists but Dr. Scialabba noted Board staff should only recommend such a course if a dentist has difficulty passing a dental hygiene clinical competency exam.  Atty. Egan advised the Board that Board staff can recommend such a course as a way for the dentist to bolster their application for a dental hygiene license.  Atty. Egan also advised the Board that the language of this recent law only mentions those dentists who have practiced for five or more years in their home country or province and does not mention dentists who have practiced for five years or more in Massachusetts as limited licensees.  Consequently Atty. Egan advised the Board it cannot expand the language of the law to include limited licensees.  Dr. Trowbridge also asked if that five year period of practice must immediately precede the dentist’s application for a dental hygiene license and if a gap in practice would be acceptable.  
	Motion:
	To return the recommendations of the Committee on Dental Hygiene Licensure by Foreign Trained Dentists to the Committee for further discussion and clarification

	
	

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge     

	Vote:


	In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, 

Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed: None
Abstain: None





Mr. Dan DiTullio of the Mass. Dental Society asked what happens once the Board accepts the recommendations of the Committee; Ms. Young replied the next step would be to schedule a public hearing for the dental community and interested parties to commend on the Board’s proposed licensure requirements and regulatory amendments.  Mr. DiTullio asked if the Committee’s memo is considered a public document; Atty. Egan replied it is but noted the Board voted to return the memo to the Committee.  Ms. Stultz noted the Committee would review any documents submitted to the Committee on behalf of the Mass. Dental Society.  Dr. Mouhab Rizkallah on behalf of the Mass. Dental Society noted the Board can determine what is meant by the five year period of practice, i.e. what would be an acceptable equivalent.
3.
Request for Consideration of an Application for Initial Licensure as a Dental Hygienist – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

In re:  Ms. XiaoJing Wang
The applicant was present for the discussion and vote of the Board and answered all questions as appropriate.  

Ms. Young informed the Board Ms. Wang has provided all documents as required to obtain her dental hygiene license but noted Ms. Wang’s resume indicates she last actively practiced as a dental  hygienist in New York in 2014.  Dr. Scialabba asked Ms. Wang what she has done since 2014; Ms. Wang replied she had two children and was a stay at home mom as one of her children was diagnosed with autism.  Ms. Wang stated she went back to school in 2022 and graduated earlier this year with a bachelor’s degree in dental hygiene; Ms. Young replied she was not informed Ms. Wang had completed any such program and suggested Ms. Wang have her school submit an official copy of her transcript.  Ms. Wang noted she completed a practicum at the Cambridge Health Alliance as part of her degree; Dr. Trowbridge asked if that practicum included any clinical care.  Ms. Wang replied it did not and noted she is not interested in providing clinical care but rather wants to continue working with the Cambridge Healthy Smiles program noting they require her to obtain her dental hygiene license.  However, Ms. Stultz noted many changes have occurred in the practice of dental hygiene in the last 10 yrs.  
	Motion:
	To approve the applicant’s application for initial licensure as a dental hygienist upon proof the applicant has passed all sections of a retaking of a dental hygiene clinical competency exam OR has completed a live, hands-on dental hygiene clinical refresher course

	
	

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz



	Second:

Vote:


	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 

In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, 

Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed: None
Abstain: None




4.
Request for Consideration of an Application to Reactivate an Expired Dental Hygiene License – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

In re:  Ms. Kim Luketich, DH87396

The licensee was present for the discussion and vote of the Board and answered all questions as appropriate.


The licensee informed the Board she practiced for about one year after obtaining her dental hygiene license in 2010 but has not practiced since.  Ms. Stultz asked the licensee if it has been more than 10 yrs. since she last practiced clinical dental hygiene; the licensee replied yes noting she kept her license current until 2023 and was unaware her license had expired in 2023.  The licensee noted she returned to teaching culinary arts as she needed an income.  

	Motion:
	To approve the licensee’s application to reactivate her expired dental hygiene license upon proof the licensee has passed all sections of a retaking of a dental hygiene clinical competency exam OR has completed a live, hands-on dental hygiene clinical refresher course

	
	

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz



	Second:

Vote:


	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 

In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, 

Dr. Sabina Malla, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed: None
Abstain: None


5.
Request for Consideration of an Application to Reactivate an Expired Facility Permit D – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

In re:  Dr. Larry G. Dunham -  Dental License No. DN15679, Facility Permit No. DN1567950D
The licensee was not present for the discussion of the Board on this matter.


Ms. Young noted the licensee has applied to reactivate his expired Facility Permit D that expired more than 25 years ago on 3/31/00.  The Board opted to defer the consideration of this matter until such time the licensee is present.
6.
Review of the General Session Minutes from the Board Meeting on June 4, 2025 – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

7.
Review of the General Session Minutes from the BORID Complaint Committee Meeting on July 9, 2025 – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH


Ms. Young informed the Board she has yet to draft the minutes from these two meetings and plans on submitting the documents to the Board for its consideration during its October meeting.
8.
Yankee Dental Congress 2026 – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

Ms. Young informed the Board she was recently asked by the Mass. Dental Society (MDS) if the Board was interested in presenting its two courses at the next Yankee Dental Congress in late January 2026.  Ms. Young stated she asked the MDS to schedule the two standard Board courses and she would ask the Board which members would volunteer to participate in those courses.  Ms. Stultz and Drs. Trowbridge and Scialabba volunteered to participate in the Dental Assisting 101 course.  Ms. Stultz and Drs. Trowbridge, Malla and Scialabba volunteered to participate in the BORID Update course.  
9.
Monthly Probation Report – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman


Ms. Young submitted Ms. Fishman’s report to the Board.  The Board had no questions.
Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno

--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0076: Tatiana Santos, RDA

Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant 



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board it is alleged the licensee practiced on an expired dental assistant license from 11/1/21 to 1/31/22 but noted the licensee denies the allegations.  However, Ms. Bueno noted the licensee’s dentist employer confirms the licensee’s practice as a dental assistant during this time period.  Ms. Bueno also noted the licensee did not complete any CEUs during the 2019-2021 cycle but did remediate the issue; her CEUs for the 2021-2023 licensure cycle were acceptable.  



	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint against the licensee with an advisory on the licensure and continuing education requirements

	
	

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:

Vote:


	Dr. Kasra Rafia

In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Richard T. Miller, 

Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, Dr. Sabina Malla, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed: None
Abstain: None




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno

--In the Matter of DEN-2022-0026: Dr. Melissa Smith

Dr. Thomas Trowbridge recused himself from the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion:
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee employed the dental assistant Tatiana Santos and admitted the dental assistant at issue practiced on an expired license from 11/1/21 to 1/31/22.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee was compliant with her CEUs for the 2022-2024 licensure cycle.  



	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint against the licensee with an advisory on the licensure and continuing education requirements

	
	

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller



	Second:

Vote:


	Dr. Michael Scialabba

In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Richard T. Miller, 

Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, Dr. Sabina Malla, 

Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed: None
Abstain: None




Flex Session:

1.
Ms. Stultz asked her fellow Board members if anyone was attending the next meeting of the American Association of Dental Boards (AADB);  Dr. Trowbridge replied he is considering attending that meeting.  Dr. Scialabba noted this meeting has been combined with the meeting of the CDCA and he will attend but only the CDCA meeting.  Ms. Stultz asked Dr. Scialabba why he was attending the CDCA meeting; Dr. Scialabba replied because he is an examiner and has not attended any CDCA meetings for the last two years.    

2.
Dr. Trowbridge asked about the extension of the Open Meeting Law (OML) that permits virtual meetings.  Atty. Egan noted the extension was granted earlier this year but he did not recall when the extension is scheduled to expire.  Mr. Rippstein replied the extension was granted until 2027.  
3.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if there has been any progress on updating the Board’s proposed amendments to its regulations at 234 CMR; Atty. Egan replied it is progressing and will likely be ready for the Board’s consideration during its October meeting.  Dr. Trowbridge asked what is meant by progressing; Atty. Egan replied the edits to the regulations have been completed.  
4.
Ms. Stultz noted five bills have been introduced at the statehouse by the Mass. Dental Hygiene Association (MDHA) including bills that support the administration of Botox by dental hygienists, the passage of an interstate compact for dental hygienists and the administration of nitrous oxide oxygen by dental hygienists.  Ms. Stultz noted some of these bills are scheduled for a public hearing in the next few weeks.  

The Board took its morning recess at 10:15 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 10:34 a.m.

Dr. Sabina Malla left the meeting for the day at 10:35 a.m.
	
	

	Motion:
	At 10:35 a.m. to enter a closed MGL c. 112, §65C Session


	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Kasra Rafia  


Second:
               Dr. Richard T. Miller 
Vote:


   In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

   Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, Dr. Richard T. Miller, 

   Ms. Jacyn Stultz

   Opposed: None
   Abstain: None

Dr. Richard T. Miller left the meeting at 10:36 a.m.
The Board recessed for lunch at 12:55 p.m. and resumed its meeting at 1:31 p.m.
	Motion:
	At 1:32 p.m. to enter a closed Executive Session



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Kasra Rafia  


Second:
               Ms. Jacyn Stultz 

Vote:


   In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

   Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

   Opposed: None
   Abstain: None

Dr. Richard T. Miller rejoined the meeting at 1:46 p.m.
	Motion:
	At 2:03 p.m. to re-enter a closed MGL c. 112, §65C Session



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge  


Second:
               Ms. Jacyn Stultz 

Vote:


   In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, 

   Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, Dr. Richard T. Miller, 

   Ms. Jacyn Stultz

   Opposed: None
   Abstain: None

Dr. Thomas Trowbridge left the meeting for the day at 2:41 p.m.
Motion:

At 2:52 p.m. to adjourn the meeting
Motion Made By:
Ms. Jacyn Stultz
Second:

Dr. Richard T. Miller
Vote:


In Favor: Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Seema Jacob, Dr. Kasra Rafia, 

Dr. Richard T. Miller, Ms. Jacyn Stultz

Opposed: None
Abstain: None

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH, JD
Executive Director

DATED:   September 24, 2025
2

