Board of Registration in Midwifery
General Session Minutes
Meeting Held by Phone/Video Conference
DATE: March 28, 2025 TIME: 10:00am

A public meeting of the Massachusetts Board of Registration in Optometry (“the Board”) was held via Videoconference and Conference Call pursuant to section 40 of chapter 2 of the acts of 2023, signed into law on March 29, 2023.

 


Board Members Present by Phone/Video
Rebecca Herman, Chair
Susan Hernandez, Secretary
Zev Colson
Anna Whelan
Nicole Pegher
Kristen Brennan



DPH Staff Present by Phone/Video
Diane Barry, Board Counsel
Thomas Burke, Executive Director
Margaret McKenna, Program Coordinator
Monique Brown, Board Staff
Lisa Park, Board Intern
Jonathan Dillon, Director of Policy
Edmond Taglieri, PSUD Program Director
and Nursing Home Administrator
Mark Waksmonski, SARP Coordinator, Board of Registration in Nursing
Board Members Not Present by Phone/Video
Jessica Petrone
Administrative Tasks
Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call Vote for Attendance
Mr. Burke called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. The director established quorum via calling attendance: Kristin Brennan, Nicole Pegher, Anna Whelan, Zev Colson, Susan Hernandez. All members participated remotely via Webex by Cisco.
Board Business 
· Approve general session agenda for March 28, 2025 – VOTE
[bookmark: _Hlk193459969]Anna Whelan moved to approve the agenda for March 28, 2025. Kristen Brennan seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote: Kristen Brennan – “yes”; Nicole Pegher – “yes”; Anna Whelan – “yes”; Jessica Petrone – “not present”; Zev Colsen – “yes”; Susan Hernandez – “yes”; Rebecca Herman – “not present”.

Rebecca Herman joined the meeting at 10:10 a.m.

· Review general session minutes for February 26, 2025
Susan Hernandez moved to approve the general session minutes from February 26, 2025. Anna Whelan seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote: Kristen Brennan – “yes”; Nicole Pegher – “yes”; Anna Whelan – “yes”; Jessica Petrone – “not present”; Zev Colsen – “yes”; Susan Hernandez – “yes”; Rebecca Herman – “yes”.

· Future board meeting dates 
The Board agreed to meet on May 29, 2025 and June 26, 2025. The Board will discuss future calendar dates at a subsequent meeting.

· Hybrid meetings for board members - VOTE
Susan Hernandez moved to authorize remote participation by Board members at any and all public meetings conducted by of the Board of Registration in Midwifery pursuant to 940 CMR 29.10. Nicole Pegher seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote: Kristen Brennan – “yes”; Nicole Pegher – “yes”; Anna Whelan – “yes”; Jessica Petrone – “not present”; Zev Colsen – “yes”; Susan Hernandez – “yes”; Rebecca Herman – “yes”.

· Presentation on the Unified Recovery and Monitory Program (URAMP), alternative-to-discipline monitoring program for all licensed healthcare professionals in Massachusetts
· Proposed practice and supervision criteria – VOTE 
· Staff action policy for operational management – VOTE

Jonathan Dillon, Director of Policy, and other advisory committee members, met with the Board to discuss implementation of the Unified Recovery and Monitoring Program (URAMP) at the Bureau of Health Professions Licensure (BHPL). Mr. Dillon explained that URAMP allows licensed professionals, when referred by licensing boards, to voluntarily enter the program as an alternative to discipline through supervised monitoring as they address substance use disorder (SUD) and/or mental health care recovery goals. URAMP monitors the individual’s compliance with recovery and restoration activities so that the licensee who successfully completes the program may return to professional practice. 

Ed Taglieri presented the Unified Recovery and Monitoring Program (URAMP) Operational Policy 24-08. The policy establishes standards for licensed certified professional midwives to enter into a non-disciplinary consent agreement with the Board for URAMP participation. After discussion, Rebecca Herman moved to approve and authorize the URAMP operational policy 24-08. Anna Whelan seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote: Kristen Brennan – “yes”; Nicole Pegher – “yes”; Anna Whelan – “yes”; Jessica Petrone – “not present”; Zev Colsen – “yes”; Susan Hernandez – “yes”; Rebecca Herman – “yes”.

Mr. Taglieri presented an outline of generic practice restrictions and supervisor qualifications for participants in URAMP. He noted that at subsequent meetings the board may choose to adapt work restrictions and supervisor qualifications to align more closely with the practice of licensed certified professional midwifery. After discussion, Susan Hernandez moved to approve and authorize the URAMP generic practice restrictions and supervisor qualifications dated 1/21/2025. Kristen Brennan seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote: Kristen Brennan – “yes”; Nicole Pegher – “yes”; Anna Whelan – “yes”; Jessica Petrone – “not present”; Zev Colsen – “yes”; Susan Hernandez – “yes”; Rebecca Herman – “yes”.

Discussion
· Midwifery Controlled Substance List – Discussion 

The Board discussed potential medications consistent with the scope of practice of licensed professional certified midwifery (LCPM) in Massachusetts. The draft list of medications is intended to authorize LCPM’s in the purchasing and prescribing of controlled substances. The Board inquired whether these medications may be grouped in broad categories. In response, Board Counsel agreed to review the statute and report back to the Board. No vote was taken. 

· Midwifery Ethical and Professional Standards of Practice – Discussion
The Board presented a draft of midwifery standards of practice consistent with the scope of practice of licensed certified professional midwifery in Massachusetts and opened discussion. The chair also presented the standards of practice for the National Association of Certified Professional Midwives (NACPM). The Board chair welcomed input from board members on changes or additions to the draft practice standards. After discussion, the board chair, Rebecca Herman, moved to defer the topic until the subsequent meeting for further discussion and possible vote. Anna Whelan seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote: Kristen Brennan – “yes”; Nicole Pegher – “yes”; Anna Whelan – “yes”; Jessica Petrone – “not present”; Zev Colsen – “yes”; Susan Hernandez – “yes”; Rebecca Herman – “yes”.
Kristin Brennan left the meeting at 12:20 p.m.
Adjournment

At 12: 23 p.m., Anna Whelan moved to adjourn the general session meeting. Rebecca Herman seconded. The motion passed by roll call vote: Kristen Brennan – “not present”; Nicole Pegher – “yes”; Anna Whelan – “yes”; Jessica Petrone – “not present”; Zev Colsen – “yes”; Susan Hernandez – “yes”; Rebecca Herman – “yes”.
Respectfully submitted,
[image: ]
______________________________________
Thomas Burke, Executive Director

Documents used in the public session meeting:
· Agenda for March 28, 2025 Board meeting
· General session minutes for February 26, 2025
· URAMP Generic Practice and Supervision Criteria
· URAMP Operational Policy 24-08 Staff Action Policy Final Draft 12.16.2024 (002)
· 940 CMR 29.00
· Midwifery Controlled Substance List – DRAFT 
· Midwifery Ethical and Professional Standards of Practice – DRAFT
· Board of Registration in Naturopathy 273 CMR 5.00 Professional and Ethical Standards of Conduct
· Standards of practice for the National Association of Certified Professional Midwives (“NACPM”).
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